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Q.No Question Correct Answer Syllabus Explanation
1 Which one of the following pairs is | C) (IV) only Unit III - History, | The Ramosi revolt led by Umaji Naik was
wrongly matched? Culture of India, and | indeed centred on Poona in Maharashtra,
Revolt Area Indian National and the Kuka movement was rightly
. iated with Punjab, while the Santhal
1] Ramosis - Poona Movement associated wi urjab, whtle the Santha
. Hool of 1855-56 is accepted here as linked to
(IT) Kuka - Punjab
_ the Orissa/Rajmahal hills belt, so pairs (I),
(I Santhals - Orissa (I) and (I) all hold. The mismatch lies in
(IV) Kittur - Malabar pair (IV): the Kittur revolt led by Rani
Chennamma in 1824 took place in Kittur, in
present-day Karnataka, not Malabar, making
it the only wrongly matched pair.
2 "Problem of the Rupee" is the thesis | A) Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Unit V - Indian | "The Problem of the Rupee: Its Origin and Its
submitted by Economy and | Solution" was the doctoral thesis Dr. B.R.
Development Ambedkar submitted at the London School of
Administration in Economics in 1923, building on his earlier
) research into Indian public finance, and its
Tamil Nadu

analysis of currency management and
exchange-rate policy went on to influence the
eventual design of the Reserve Bank of India.
M.G. Ranade, J.C. Kumarappa and P.C.
Mahalanobis were each important economic
in their own fields -

thinkers an early

economic nationalist, a Gandhian rural
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economist, and the statistician behind the
Second Five Year Plan model, respectively -
but none of them authored this particular
thesis on the rupee. This is covered in Class

11 Economics, Unit 7 "Indian Economy".

3 Who wrote a series of articles entitled

'New Lamps for Old'?

D) Aurobindo Ghosh

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Aurobindo Ghosh wrote the series of articles
titled in the Indu
Prakash between 1893 and 1894, sharply

"New Lamps for Old"

criticising the Indian National Congress's
moderate methods of petitions and prayers
and calling for a more assertive, self-reliant
form of nationalism. Dinshaw Wacha and
Surendranath Banerjee were themselves
moderate leaders whose politics Aurobindo's
articles targeted, while Dadabhai Naoroji is
remembered instead for his "drain of wealth"
theory, so neither fits the authorship being

asked about here.

4 Match the following correct
Institutions with its location
(@) NIFPHATT
(b) CICEF
() NFDB
(d) CAA
1. Bangalore
2 Kochi
3. Chennai
4. Hyderabad

B) (a)-2 (b)-1 (c)-4 (d)-3

Unit II - Geography of

India

NIFPHATT, the National Institute of Fisheries
Post Harvest Technology and Training, is
located in Kochi (a-2); CICEF, the Central
Institute of Coastal Engineering for Fishery,
is based in Bangalore (b-1); the National
Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) has its
headquarters in Hyderabad (c-4); and the
Authority (CAA) is
headquartered in Chennai (d-3). This gives
the correct match (a)-2, (b)-1, (¢)-4, (d)-3,
tying

Coastal Aquaculture

each national fisheries-related
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institution to its actual host city.

5 Assertion [A] : In India, the traditional | A) Both [A] and [R] are | Unit V - Indian | Traditional small-scale industries in India
small scale industries have greater | true and [R] is the correct | Economy and | rely on manual skills and simple tools rather
employment potential than the modern | explanation of [A] Development than heavy machinery, making them labour-

. . .. . . i i 1 h [
small scale industries. Administration in | mtensive and able to absorb a much larger
. . number of workers per unit of investment
Reason [R] : The value of capital per Tamil Nadu

than modern, capital-intensive small-scale

worker in traditional small scale . Lo .
units - which is exactly why Assertion [A],

industries is smaller than the value of that traditional SSIs have greater
capital per worker in the modern small employment potential, is true. Because the
scale industries. capital required per worker is

correspondingly lower in traditional units
than in modern ones, the same amount of
investment can employ more people in the
traditional sector, which is precisely the
mechanism Reason [R] describes, so [R]
directly and correctly explains [A]. This is
covered in Class 11 Economics, Unit 8
"Indian  Economy  Before and  After

Independence", section 8.9 "Small Scale

Industries".

6 Which of the following statement is | B) (b) alone is correct Unit V - Indian | The Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-2012) was
correct? Economy and | built around the theme of "faster and more

(a) Equitable development is the main Development inclusive growth," aiming to combine a high

. .. . . 11 th rat ith wid ticipati f

target of Eleventh Five Year Plan (XI Administration jn | OVEraT srowth rate With widet participationt ©

FYP) Tamil Nad disadvantaged groups and regions in that

amil Nadu

growth, which is exactly what statement (b)

(b) Rapid, sustainable and more describes. "Equitable development" as such

inclusive growth are main targets of was not the Plan's stated central theme - its
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Eleventh Five Year Plan. successor, the Twelfth Plan, extended this
idea to ‘"faster, more inclusive and
sustainable growth" - so statement (a) does
not accurately capture the Eleventh Plan's
core objective, leaving (b) alone correct. This
is covered in Class 11 Economics, Unit 8
"Indian Economy  Before and  After

Independence".

7 Which among the following is correct | A) to increase of literacy | Unit V - Indian | The Tenth Five Year Plan (2002-2007) set a

regarding the target of literacy in | to 75% within the plan | Economy and | monitorable socio-economic target of raising

Tenth Plan? period Development the national literacy rate to 75% by the end

.. . ; f the pl i 1 i h fi
Administration in of the plan period, alongside other targets for

\ that Plan such as doubling per capita income
Tamil Nadu

over the following decade and bringing the
poverty ratio down to 15% by 2012. The other
percentage figures offered as options are
either higher or lower than this actual target
fixed for the Tenth Plan, which is why 75% is
the figure correctly associated with its

literacy goal.

8 Consider the following statements and | D) Both are not eligible | Unit IV - Indian Polity | Under the Right to Information Act, 2005,
identify the correct answer : | for reappointment neither the Central Chief Information
(A) The Central CIC is eligible for Commissioner nor a State Chief Information
Commissioner can be reappointed to that

reappointment but the State CIC is not

o . post once their single term (up to five years,
eligible for reappointment

(B) The State CIC is eligible for

or until age 65, whichever is earlier) comes to

an end. This express one-term restriction is

reappointment but the Central CIC is meant to reinforce the independence of

not eligible for reappointment Information ~ Commissioners  from  the
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government of the day, since the prospect of
a possible reappointment could otherwise
decide Right to

in the government's

create pressure to
Information appeals

favour. Because both the Central and State
Chief Information Commissioners are bound
by this identical bar, option (D) - that neither

is eligible for reappointment - is correct.

9 Find out the incorrect statement about | A) (iii) and (iv) only Unit IV - Indian Polity | The Sarkaria Commission on Centre-State
the Sarkaria Commission relations was indeed appointed in 1983 and
(i) The Commission was appointed on eventually submitted 247 recommendations,
1983 so statements (i) and (ii) are accurate.
However, rather than recommending that
(i) The Commission made 247

. Article 356 (President's Rule) be scrapped,
recommendations the Commission recommended that it be
(iii) The Commission recommended to invoked only sparingly, as a last resort and
scrap the Article 356 with adequate safeguards against misuse;
(ivy The Commission recommended and it did not recommend handing the
that the residuary powers of taxation residuary powers of taxation to the states,
should be given to the states since these were meant to continue resting
with the Union. Because statements (iii) and
(iv) misstate what the Commission actually
recommended, they are the incorrect ones.
This is covered in Class 12 Political Science,
Unit S5 "Federalism in India", section 5.5.3

"Sarkaria Commission".
10 Choose the correct pair C) (3) and (4) are correct Unit IV - Indian Polity | Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was elected President

Name of the President - Elected Year
(1) Dr. S. Radha Krishnan - 1961

of India in 1974 and N. Sanjeeva Reddy in

1977, so pairs (3) and (4) are correctly
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(2) Dr. Zakir Hussain -
(3) Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed -
(4) N. Sanjeeva Reddy - 1977

1966
1974

matched. Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, however,
was actually elected in 1962 rather than
1961, and Dr. Zakir Hussain was elected in
1967 rather than 1966, so those two pairs
carry an incorrect year and do not hold -
leaving (3) and (4) as the only accurately

matched pair.

11

Find out the
(i) Article 18 -
(ii) Article 21 - Protection of life and

incorrectly matched.

Abolition of Titles

personal

(ii) Article 23 -

liberty
Protection against
arrest

(iv) Article 20 - Right to free movement

A) (iii)) and (iv)

incorrectly matched

are | Unit IV - Indian Polity

Article 18 genuinely deals with the abolition
of titles, and Article 21 genuinely guarantees
protection of life and personal liberty, so
pairs (i) and (ii) are correctly matched. Article
23, however, actually deals with the
prohibition of traffic in human beings and
forced labour rather than protection against
arrest, which is instead covered under Article
22; and Article 20 deals with protection in
respect of conviction for offences, while the
right to free movement is guaranteed
separately under Article 19. Since pairs (iii)
and (iv) attach the wrong subject matter to
their articles, they are the incorrectly
matched ones. This is covered in Class 10
Science Unit 1 '"Indian

Social Civics,

Constitution".

12

Which of the Vedic Gods is described

as the "Destroyer of cities"?

B) Indra

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Indra, the foremost deity of the Rig Veda and
god of war, rain and storms, is described in
Vedic literature by the epithet "Purandara,"
meaning "destroyer of forts/cities," a title tied

to his mythological battles against the demon
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Vritra and against fortified strongholds. Agni
was the fire-god and divine messenger, Rudra
was linked with storms and later merged with
Shiva, and Vishnu was a comparatively
minor Vedic deity known chiefly for his three
strides, so none of them carry this particular

epithet.

13

Which one of the following is not | A) All Harappan sites are

correct about Harappan culture? urban character

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

The Harappan civilisation was not uniformly
urban - alongside its great cities, it included
many smaller village settlements that
supplied food and labour to the urban
centres, and Harappan remains have indeed
been recovered at such small rural sites.
Since Lothal in Gujarat is genuinely noted for
its dockyard, statements (B), (C) and (D) are
all accurate, leaving statement (A) - that
every Harappan site had an urban character
- as the one that does not hold. This
distinction between town and Vvillage
settlements within the Indus civilisation is
covered in Class 11 History, Unit 1 "Early
India: From the Beginnings to the Indus

Civilisation."

14

The Gupta emperors before | A) Gold

Chandragupta-II issued only

coins.

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

The early Gupta rulers who preceded
Chandragupta II issued coinage only in gold,
known as dinaras, partly modelled on earlier
Kushana gold currency and reflecting the
empire's Silver

prosperity. coinage was

introduced only later, after Chandragupta II's

Follow TNPSC Mentors: YouTube @TNPSCMentorsdyou Instagram @mentorstnpsc

Telegram TNPSC Mentors

Facebook TNPSC Mentors

www.tnpscmentors.in



https://tnpscmentors.in
https://tnpscmentors.in
https://www.youtube.com/@TNPSCMentors4you
https://www.instagram.com/mentorstnpsc/
https://t.me/+fnGJ6TbCiI8wNTY1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591260240425
https://tnpscmentors.in

J TNPSC Mentors - TNPSC exam preparation in Tamil & English

WWW.tnpscmentors.in

conquest of the Western Kshatrapas gave the
Guptas access to silver-producing regions, so
gold is the metal that applies to the period
before him referred to here. This is covered in
Class 6 Social Science History, Unit 3 "The
Age of Empire: Guptas and Vardhanas."

15

Haque-i-Sharb (o1) Hasil-i-Sharb

means

B) Irrigation Tax

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Haque-i-Sharb, also called Hasil-i-Sharb, was
the irrigation or water tax levied by the Delhi
Sultanate on cultivators who used canal
water for their fields, a levy particularly
associated with the canal-building activities
of Firoz Shah Tughlag. Land tax under the
Sultanate was separately termed '"kharaj,"
while commercial levies and tolls on goods
were distinct categories of taxation, so none
of those other options describe this specific

water-use charge.

16

Which of the following is correctly
paired?
Oxide of

() Hematite Ore - iron

(i) Magnetite Ore - Black ore
(iii) Limonite - Dolomite
(iv) Siderite - Iron Carbonate

C) (i), (ii) and (iv) only

Unit II - Geography of

India

Hematite is indeed an oxide of iron and one
of its most economically important ores,
magnetite is popularly called "black ore" for
its dark, magnetic appearance, and siderite is
correctly identified as iron carbonate (FeCO3)
- so pairings (i), (ii) and (iv) all hold. Limonite,
however, is itself a hydrated oxide of iron
rather than dolomite, which is a calcium-
magnesium carbonate mineral entirely
unrelated to iron ore, so pairing (iii) is the
one that fails. The chemical composition of

India's major iron ores - hematite, magnetite
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and siderite - is covered in Class 12

Geography, Unit 3 "Resources."

17 Densification and compaction are unit | D) Processing and the | Unit II - Geography of | Densification and compaction are unit
operations that are used to increase | Recovery of waste | India operations applied at the processing and
the density of recovered materials to | components from MSW recovery stage  of municipal solid waste

. management, where materials that have

reduce transportation costs and

) ) ) ) already been separated out are compressed

simplify storage. This method is used ) ] ) ]

) to increase their density, thereby cutting

in
transportation costs and making storage and
handling more efficient. This distinguishes it
from earlier stages such as composting of
degradable waste, transfer-station storage, or
landfill construction, none of which involve
this particular density-increasing treatment
of recovered materials.

18 Recently in Dubai, cloud seeding | A) (1), (2) and (3) only Unit I - General | Silver iodide, dry ice (solid carbon dioxide),
technology is used to get artificial rain. Science and sodium chloride are the standard

The most commonly used seeding

agents among the following are
(1) Silver iodide
(2) Dry ice
(3) Sodium chloride
(4) Lead iodide
(5) Ammonium sulphate

chemical agents used in cloud seeding to
produce artificial rain - silver iodide and dry
ice act as ice-nucleating agents that trigger
precipitation in cold clouds, while sodium
chloride works as a hygroscopic agent that
draws moisture together in warm clouds.
Lead iodide and ammonium sulphate are not
part of this standard set of seeding agents, so
only silver iodide, dry ice and sodium
chloride apply to the technology used in
Dubai's rain-

operations such as

enhancement programme. Cloud seeding as a
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method of artificial rainfall is covered in

Class 11 Geography, Unit 6 "Atmosphere."

19

'"Tamil Nadu Day' celebrated every year

on

B) June 18

Current

Affairs

General Knowledge

&

Per the marked answer, Tamil Nadu Day falls
on 18 June, framed as marking the 1967
renaming of Madras State as Tamil Nadu. It
is worth flagging that verifiable government
records instead place this commemoration on
18 July: the Madras Legislative Assembly,
Chief Minister C.N.

under Annadurai,

unanimously passed the resolution to
rename the state Tamil Nadu on 18 July
1967, and the Tamil Nadu government's
2022 declaration accordingly designates 18
July - not 18 June - as the annual 'Tamil
Nadu Day,’ a discrepancy between the
marked answer and the documented date of

the observance.

20

Which of the following is correctly

paired?
(1) 2014 - Target Olympic Podium
Scheme
(2) 2023 - Mera Yuva Bharat (MY
Bharat)

(3) 1982 - Sports Authority of India
(SAI)
(4) 1984 - Dronacharya Award was

instituted

B) (1) and (2) are correct

Current

Affairs

General Knowledge

&

The Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)
was launched in 2014 to identify and support
elite Indian athletes with podium potential at
the Olympics, and 'Mera Yuva Bharat' (MY
Bharat) was established as a youth-
engagement platform in 2023, so pairings (1)
and (2) both hold true. The Sports Authority
of India was actually set up in 1984, not
1982, and the Dronacharya Award for

excellence in coaching was instituted in
1985, not 1984, so pairings (3) and (4) as

stated here do not hold.
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21

A current of 0.5 A passes through a
lamp for two minutes, then the
number of electrons pass through the

lamp is

D) 3.8 x 10720 electrons

The total charge that flows is given by Q =1 x
t=0.5A%x 120 s = 60 coulombs, and since
each electron carries a charge of 1.6 x 10™ *°
C, the number of electrons is n = Q/e = 60 /
(1.6 x 10 '%), which works out to
approximately 3.8 x 10%° electrons. This
calculation applies the basic relationship
between current, time, charge and the
elementary charge on an electron. This
method of finding the number of electrons
from current and time is covered in Class 9
Science, Unit 4 "Electric Charge and Electric

Current."

22

ISRO prefer to launch Human space
flight mission during 75th
independence, the (crew member)

explorer is named as

C) Gagannaut

ISRO has named the crew members of its
planned Gaganyaan human spaceflight
mission "Gagannauts" (also styled
Vyomanauts), a term  derived from
"Gagan/Vyom," the Sanskrit words for sky,
distinguishing India's astronaut corps from
NASA's "astronauts" and Russia's
"cosmonauts." "Ganganaut," by contrast, is
simply a distractor built from the name of the
river Ganga and carries no such official

meaning.

23

Select the chronological order of
mentor - student chain in the

establishment of scientific methods

C) Socrates - Plato

Aristotle - Alexander

Unit I - General
Science
Unit I - General
Science
Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National
Movement

The teacher-pupil lineage among these four
figures runs from Socrates, who taught Plato,
to Plato, who in turn taught Aristotle;
Aristotle then went on to personally tutor the

young Alexander at the request of
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Alexander's father, Philip II of Macedon. This
gives the chronological mentor-student chain
as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and finally
Alexander. Aristotle's tutorship of Alexander
the Great is covered in Class 11 Political

Science, Unit 7 "Political Thought."

24

A force of 1N acts on a body of mass
10 kg. As a result, the body covers 100
cm in 4 seconds moving along a
straight line. Find the initial velocity of
the body.

B) 5cm/s

Unit I -

Science

General

Using Newton's second law, the acceleration
produced is a = F/m = 1 N / 10 kg = 0.1
m/s?, equivalent to 10 cm/s? Applying the
kinematic equation s = ut + %2at? with s = 100
cm and t = 4 s gives 100 = 4u + %(10)(16) =
4u + 80, so 4u = 20 and the initial velocity u
= 5 cm/s. This combination of Newton's
second law with the equations of motion to
find an unknown initial velocity is covered in

Class 10 Science, Unit 1 "Laws of Motion."

25

Green light shines on a rose flower.
Then, the colour of its petals seems to
be

C) Black

Unit I -

Science

General

A red rose appears red in white light because
its petals reflect only the red component of
light while absorbing all other colours. When
illuminated solely by green light, there is no
red light present for the petals to reflect, and
since the green light itself gets absorbed
rather than reflected, the petals appear black
under this single-colour illumination. This
demonstrates the general principle that an
object's perceived colour depends entirely on
which wavelengths of the incident light it

reflects.

26

The Neyveli Lignite Corporation was

A) 1956

Unit AV -

Indian

The Neyveli Lignite Corporation, a central
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established by the Government of

India in the year

Economy and
Development
Administration in

Tamil Nadu

public-sector undertaking that mines brown
coal (lignite) at Neyveli in Cuddalore district
and has since grown into a major mining,
thermal-power and fertiliser complex, was set
up by the Government of India in 1956, in
the same broad period as several other
flagship public enterprises launched under
the state-led industrialisation drive of the
This
founding well before the other years offered

as options - 1959, 1972 and 1980 - none of

early Five Year Plans. places its

which mark its actual establishment. The
Corporation's continuing role in Tamil Nadu's
mineral economy is covered in Class 11
Economics, Unit 11 "Tamil Nadu Economy",

section 11.4.2 "Mineral Resources".

27

Arrange the following universities in
chronological order based on the year
of establishment
(1) Manonmaniam Sundaranar
University

(2) Bharathidasan University
(3) Thiruvalluvar University

(4) Periyar University

B) (2), (1), (4), (3)

Unit \Y% - Indian

Economy and
Development
Administration in

Tamil Nadu

Among these Tamil Nadu state universities,
Bharathidasan University at Tiruchirappalli
was established first, in 1982, followed by
Manonmaniam Sundaranar University at
Tirunelveli in 1990, then Periyar University at
Salem in 1997, and finally Thiruvalluvar
University at Vellore in 2002. Arranging them
by year of establishment therefore gives the
Bharathidasan

chronological order

University, Manonmaniam Sundaranar
University, Periyar University, Thiruvalluvar

University - option (B).

28

Assertion  [A] Backward class

C) [A] is false, [R] is true

Unit IV - Indian Polity

The (Second) Backward Classes Commission
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commission under chairmanship of
B.P. Mandal was appointed by the
President in exercise of the powers
240.

confessed by Article

Reason [R] The commission has

developed eleven indicators to

determine backwardness.

headed by B.P. Mandal was actually
constituted by the President under Article
340, which the

appointment of a commission to investigate

specifically empowers
the conditions of socially and educationally
backward classes; Article 240, by contrast,
deals with the administration of certain
Union Territories and has no bearing on this
commission, which is why Assertion [A] is
false. Reason [R] is true, since the Mandal
Commission did genuinely develop eleven
indicators spanning social, educational and
economic criteria to identify backwardness.
This gives the combination [A] false and [R]
true. This is covered in Class 11 Political

Science, Unit 13 "Social Justice".

29

Match the following

(a) Non-Brahmin Movement
(b) Self-Respect Movement
(0) Shuddhi Movement
(d) Sathya Shodhak Samaj Movement
1. Jyothi Rao Phule
2 E.V. Ramasamy
3. Dayananda Saraswathi
4. Sri Sahu Maharaj

D) (a)-1 (b)-2 (c)-3 (d)-4

Unit I -

Indian

Movement

History,

Culture of India, and

National

The Non-Brahmin Movement across India
traces its intellectual roots to Jyotirao Phule,
who first organised non-Brahmin castes
against upper-caste social dominance in
western India (a-1); the Self-Respect
Movement in Tamil Nadu was founded and
led by E.V. Ramasamy, Periyar, from 1925
(b-2); the Shuddhi

(purification /reconversion)

onward
Movement was
driven forward by Arya Samaj founder
Dayananda Saraswati (c-3); and Chhatrapati
Sahu Maharaj of Kolhapur revived and

patronised the Satyashodhak Samaj within
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his princely state, giving the Sathya Shodhak
Samaj Movement its institutional strength
there (d-4). This gives the pairing (a)-1, (b)-2,
(c)-3, (d)-4. The Non-Brahmin and Self-
Respect movements are covered in Class 12
History, Unit 4 "Advent of Gandhi and Mass

Mobilisation."

30

the events in

E.V.R.

Arrange following

chronological order about
(1) He became the President of Justice
Party

(2) He joined Congress
(3) He became President of Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee

(4) He organised Vaikom Satyagraha

B) (4), (1), (3), (2)

Unit I -

Indian

Movement

History,

Culture of India, and

National

Per the marked answer, the sequence runs
(4) the Vaikom Satyagraha, (1) the Justice
Party presidency, (3) the Tamil Nadu
Congress Committee presidency, and finally
(2) joining Congress. This ordering is worth
flagging as historically questionable: E.V.
Ramasamy in fact joined the Indian National
Congress in 1919, went on to head the Tamil
Nadu Congress Committee

1920s, led the Vaikom Satyagraha in 1924

in the early

while still a Congress leader, and was elected
President of the Justice Party only in 1938,
after quitting Congress and founding the
Self-Respect Movement in 1925. On this well-
documented timeline the chronological order
would instead be (2), (3), (4), (1) - joining
Congress, then the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee presidency, then the Vaikom
Satyagraha, and finally the Justice Party

presidency - which does not match the

sequence given in the marked answer.

31

"Vaanalum Selvamum Mannarasum

D) Kulasekharar

Unit VI -

History,

The verse "Vaanalum Selvamum
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Yaan Venden"

[I don't want rule the sky, wealth and

Culture, Heritage and

Socio-Political

Mannarasum Yaan Venden" ("I do not desire
the sky, wealth, or earthly kingship") was

composed by Kulasekhara Alvar, one of the

monarch] Movements in Tamil

Who said these words? Nadu twelve Vaishnavite Alvar saints, expressing
his complete renunciation of worldly power
and possessions in favour of single-minded
devotion to Vishnu. This sets him apart from
the other saint-poets offered as options -
Ramalinga Adigalar, a nineteenth-century
Saivite poet who composed the Thiruvarutpa;
Sundarar, a Nayanmar whose hymns form
part of the Thevaram; and Nammalvar,
author of the Tiruvaymoli - none of whom is
credited with this particular verse.

32 Match correctly the Newspapers | A) (a)-1 (b)-3 (c)-2 (d)-4 Unit III - History, | Richard Johnston founded the Madras
associated with its Founders Culture of India, and | Courier in 1785, one of the earliest English
(@) Richard Johnston Indian National | ReWspapers of the Madras Presidency; G.P.
(b) G.P. Pillai Movement Pillai was associated with the Madras

. Standard; Charles Lawson and Henry
(¢) Charles Lawson and Her.lry CornfSh Cornish together founded the Madras Mail;
(d) G. Subramania lyer and G. Subramania Iyer founded The Hindu
1. Madras Courier in 1878. This gives the correct pairing (a)-1,
2. Madras Mail (b)-3, (c)-2, (d)-4, matching each Madras
3. Madras Standard Presidency newspaper to its actual
4. The Hindu founder(s).
33 "Number  four and two are | B) Thirukkural Unit VI - History, | The Tamil saying "Naankum Irandum

strengthening your words"

Number 'two' refers to what?

Culture, Heritage and

Socio-Political

sollukkuruthi" ("four and two are the surety
of one's word") draws on two classical ethical

works from the Pathinen Kizhkanakku
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Movements in Tamil

Nadu

collection: "two" points to the Thirukkural,
each of whose couplets is built from just two
lines (kural venpa), while "four" points to the
Naaladiyar, whose four hundred verses are
each composed of four lines. Because it is the
Thirukkural's distinctive two-line form that is

"

being invoked here, "two" refers to the
Thirukkural rather than to the Naaladiyar
itself, the single-line Aathisoodi, or the
broader genre of proverb. The Naaladiyar's
four-line verse form is covered in Class 7

Tamil, Unit 2, Lesson "Azhiyaa Selvam".

34

According to Valluvar, which will be

considered with ulmost gratitude?

B) As Millet as Benefit

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

In the Thirukkural chapter on Seindra
Nandri Aridhal (recognising help received),
Valluvar teaches in the couplet
") 61) 60T &5 S51 61 6007 B6or Nl Qeuleh
LI63)60T & &165)600T WLIT & Q& meTeu
LweTQsfleur" that even a help as small
as a single millet grain should, by those who
truly understand its worth, be treasured as
being as great as a palmyra tree - meaning
gratitude is to be measured not by the size of
the favour but by the spirit in which it was
given. This is why the correct image in this
Kural is "as millet as benefit" rather than
bamboo, the sea or a mountain, which are
unrelated images drawn from elsewhere in
Tamil poetic tradition. This is covered in
Class 12 Tamil, Unit 3 "Thirukkural",
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Chapter 11 "Seindra Nandri Aridhal"

(Recognising Help Received).

35

"Kallanai
Kasadarukku thookkumaram angae
undaam"

Who wrote these lines?

Kaanungal Kalvi

Nalga | A) Bharathidasan

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

These lines, which urge that the unlettered
be given education and warn that a gallows
awaits those who deny it to them, belong to
Bharathidasan (Kanaka Subburathinam), the
revolutionary twentieth-century Tamil poet
who took his pen-name in homage to his
mentor Bharathiyar and became known for
fiery verse championing social reform,
rationalism and  universal education.
Kannadasan was chiefly a celebrated film
lyricist, while Vannathasan and Vaanithasan
are separate, later Tamil poets belonging to
different literary traditions, and none of them

is credited with this particular call for

education.

36

The Pakistan resolution was passed by
the All India Muslim League at its

Lahore Session on

C) March 23rd, 1940

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

The All-India Muslim League adopted the
Lahore Resolution, popularly called the
"Pakistan Resolution," on 23 March 1940,
moved by A.K. Fazlul Huq, demanding
autonomous and sovereign states for
Muslim-majority regions of India. The other
dates either relate to an unrelated 1933 event
(when Choudhry Rahmat Ali coined the term
"Pakistan" in a pamphlet, separate from the
League's own resolution) or misstate the year
of the Lahore session, so 23 March 1940 is

the date that correctly marks this resolution.
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This is covered in Class 12 History, Unit 7

"Last Phase of Indian National Movement."

37 If ABCDE = P1Q2R3S4T5 then which | B) BQ2U6EP1 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Coding-Decoding. The table A<-
one of the following is equal to Mental Ability >P1, B<->Q2, C<->R3, D<->S4, E<->T5, F<-
Q2BFV7A. >U6, G<->V7 lets each character in Q2BFV7A

be swapped between its coded and plain
form: Q2 (coded B) becomes B, plain B
becomes Q2, plain F becomes U6, V7 (coded
G) becomes G, and plain A becomes P1,
giving BQ2U6GP1 - option (D). Flag: this
matches option (D), not the marked answer
(B) BQ2U6EP1, which has an E where the
decoding of V7 should give G; worth
rechecking against the official key.

38 Gopi sold a laptop at 12% gain. If it | A) Rs. 15,000 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Profit and Loss. The extra Rs.
had been sold for Rs. 1,200 more, the Mental Ability 1,200 is exactly the gap between the two
gain would have been 20%. Find the profit rates, 20% - 12% = 8%, of the cost
cost price of the laptop. price, so 8% of CP = 1,200 gives CP = 1,200 x

100/8 = Rs. 15,000.
39 What is 20% of 30% in 5007 A) 30 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Percentage. 30% of 500 = 150, and
Mental Ability 20% of that 150 = 30.
40 Find the missing number in the series. | A) 48 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Number Series. With the missing

4,18, ?, 100, 180, 294, 448

Mental Ability

term as 48, the series 4, 18, 48, 100, 180,
294, 448 has first differences 14, 30, 52, 80,
114, 154, second differences 16, 22, 28, 34,
40, and constant third differences of 6,
confirming a smooth cubic pattern, so 48 is

the missing number.
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41 The sum of first n natural numbers is | A) 22 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Sum of Natural Numbers.
253, then find the value of n. Mental Ability n(n+1)/2 = 253 gives n(n+1) = 506 = 22 x 23,
son = 22.
42 If fox = cat then xerox may be equal to | D) terat Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Coding-Decoding. From fox->cat, f-
Mental Ability >c, o->a and x->t; applying these to xerox
(x,e,r,0,x) fixes positions 1, 4 and S as t, a
and t, and only option (D) terat keeps that
pattern while leaving e and r (which have no
given code) unchanged, so terat is the match.

43 Three dice thrown at once. Find the | C) 1/36 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Probability with Dice. Total
probability of getting same numbers in Mental Ability outcomes for three dice = 6"3 = 216, and the
all dice favourable 'all same' outcomes are the six

triples 111 through 666, so the probability is
6/216 = 1/36.

44 The curved surface area of a right | D) 3 cm Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Cylinder Mensuration. Curved
circular cylinder of height 7 cm is 66 Mental Ability surface area 2 x pi x r x h = 66 with h=7 gives
cm2. Find the diameter of the cylinder. 2x(22/7)xrx7=44r=66,sor=15cm

and diameter = 2r = 3 cm.

45 The value of a motor cycle 2 years ago | D) Rs. 79,872 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Depreciation and Appreciation.
was Rs. 80,000. It depreciates at the Mental Ability Applying a 4% fall to Rs. 80,000 gives 80,000
rate of 4% p.a. in first year. In second x 0.96 = 76,800, and then a 4% rise on that
year it increases by 4% p.a. Find the gives 76,800 x 1.04 = Rs. 79,872.
present value.

46 There are four cell phones in a house. | C) 3 P.M. Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - LCM Application.

At 5 a.m, all the four phones will ring
together. Thereafter, the first one rings
every 20 mins, the second one rings

every 30 mins, the third one rings

Mental Ability

LCM(20,30,40,50): 20=272x5, 30=2x3x5,
40=2/3x5, 50=2x5"2, so LCM = 2/A3x3x5"2 =
600 minutes = 10 hours; adding 10 hours to

5 a.m. gives 3 P.M., when all four phones

Follow TNPSC Mentors: YouTube @TNPSCMentorsdyou Instagram @mentorstnpsc

Telegram TNPSC Mentors

Facebook TNPSC Mentors www.tnpscmentors.in



https://tnpscmentors.in
https://tnpscmentors.in
https://www.youtube.com/@TNPSCMentors4you
https://www.instagram.com/mentorstnpsc/
https://t.me/+fnGJ6TbCiI8wNTY1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591260240425
https://tnpscmentors.in

J TNPSC Mentors - TNPSC exam preparation in Tamil & English

WWW.tnpscmentors.in

every 40 mins and the fourth one rings
every 50 mins. At what time, will the

four cell phones ring together again?

ring together again.

a7

If HCF of x3 - 8y3 and x2 - k2y2 is x +
ky then value of k

B) +2

Part B - Aptitude and
Mental Ability

Aptitude - HCF of Polynomials. Factorising,
XN3-8y"3 = (x-2y)(x"2+2xy+4y”2) has only (x-
2y) as a real linear factor, while xA2-kA2y”2 =
(x-ky)(x+ky); for the stated common factor
'x+ky' to literally equal (x-2y), ky must equal -
2y, i.e. k = -2, matching option (C). Flag: this
contradicts the marked answer (B) +2 - with
k=+2 the shared factor is (x-2y), which is the
'x-ky' branch, not 'x+ky' as the question

specifies, so the key is worth rechecking.

48

In how many months the principal of
Rs. 2,000 will double at 8% per annum

in simple interest?

B) 150 months

Part B - Aptitude and
Mental Ability

Aptitude - Simple Interest. To double Rs.
2,000, the interest must equal the principal:
2000 = 2000 x 8 x T/100, giving T = 100/8 =
12.5 years = 150 months.

49

The L.C.M. of 3, 2.7 and 0.09 is

B) 0.27

Part B - Aptitude and
Mental Ability

Aptitude - LCM of Decimals. Writing 3, 2.7
and 0.09 as 300/100, 270/100 and 9/100,
the LCM is LCM(300,270,9)/100 = 2700/100
= 27, which checks directly (27 div 3 = 9, 27
div 2.7 = 10, 27 div 0.09 = 300, all exact).
Flag: the marked answer (B) 0.27 cannot
even be a common multiple (0.27 div 3 = 0.09
is not a whole number), so the correct value
should be (D) 27; the key is worth

rechecking.

50

Which one of the following lies between

B) V3

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Surds and Roots. Approximating,
the fourth root of 5 ~= 1.495 and the cube
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y7and ¥y 5°? Mental Ability root of 7 ~= 1.913; among the options only V3
~=1.732 falls between these two values.

51 Arrange the following Books of | B) (2), (1), (3), (4) Unit III - History, | By year of publication, Jawaharlal Nehru's
Jawaharlal Nehru in Chronological Culture of India, and | books run: Glimpses of World History (1934,
order considering their year of Indian National | letters written to his daughter Indira from
publication. Movement prison), followed by An Autobiography:

) Toward Freedom (1936), then The Discovery
(1) An Autobiography Toward
of India (written in 1944 and published in
Freedom 1946), and finally the later compilation
(2) Glimpses of world History Before Freedom (1958). Arranging them by
3) The Discovery of India these publication dates gives the sequence
(4) Before Freedom (2), (1), (3), (4)-

52 Who among the following had started | B) Vinayak  Damodar | Unit III - History, | Vinayak Damodar Savarkar founded the

'Mitra Mela' Association? Savarkar Culture of India, and | "Mitra Mela," a secret youth society, at Nasik
Indian National in 1899, which he later reorganised and
Movement expanded into the revolutionary organisation

"Abhinav Bharat." Shyamji Krishna Varma is
instead remembered for founding India
House and the Indian Home Rule Society in
London, Lala Hardayal for his role in the
America-based Ghadar Party, and Sohan
Singh Bakna as the Ghadar Party's first
president, so none of them founded the Mitra
Mela.

53 Who founded the All-India Muslim | B) Khwaja Salimullah Unit III - History, | Nawab Khwaja Salimullah of Dhaka took the

League in 1906? Culture of India, and lead in founding the All-India Muslim League
Indian Nationa] | @t Dhaka in 1906, during the annual All-

Movement India Muhammadan Educational Conference,

to safeguard the political interests of Indian

Follow TNPSC Mentors: YouTube @TNPSCMentorsdyou

Instagram @mentorstnpsc Telegram TNPSC Mentors

Facebook TNPSC Mentors

www.tnpscmentors.in



https://tnpscmentors.in
https://tnpscmentors.in
https://www.youtube.com/@TNPSCMentors4you
https://www.instagram.com/mentorstnpsc/
https://t.me/+fnGJ6TbCiI8wNTY1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591260240425
https://tnpscmentors.in

‘4 TNPSC Mentors - TNPSC exam preparation in Tamil & English

WWW.tnpscmentors.in

Muslims. Muhammad Ali Jinnah joined the
League only later, in 1913, Sir Aga Khan
became its first president rather than its
founder, and A.K. Fazlul Haq is associated

with the League's later Lahore Resolution of

1940, so none of them founded the
organisation in 1906.

54 Assertion [A] Swami Vivekananda | B) Both [A] and [R] are | Unit III - History, | Swami Vivekananda founded the
founded Ramakrishna Mission to | true and [R] is the correct | Culture of India, and | Ramakrishna Mission in 1897 specifically to
popularise the teachings of his master. | explanation of [A] Indian National | SPread and institutionalise the teachings of

. . hi , R krish P h ,
Reason [R] : Ramakrishna Mission was Movement s gurd amagnsiina aramahamsa
. . confirming Assertion [A]. The Mission
a monastic order and devoted itself to
achieved this purpose precisely because it
the spiritual development of Man. . . .
was organised as a monastic order combining
spiritual practice with humanitarian service
such as education, healthcare and disaster
relief, so Reason [R] correctly explains why
[A] holds true. This is covered in Class 11
History, Unit 19 "Towards Modernity."

55 Arrange the following studies of | B) (1), (4), (3), (2) Unit V - Indian | Among these landmark studies on poverty
Poverty in India in chronological Economy and | estimation in India, Ojha's estimate came
order Development first, around 1960, followed by V.M.

. . . . Dandek d Nilkanth Rath's influential
(1) Ojha's study Administration jn | ondexar an Hean aths infuentia
. 1971 study, which first fixed a scientific
(2) Bardhan's study Tamil Nadu
_ poverty line based on minimum calorie
(3) Mgas study requirements; B.S. Minhas then offered a
(4) Dandekar and Rath study

methodological critique and re-estimation
shortly after, and Pranab Bardhan followed

in 1973 with revised rural and urban poverty
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estimates drawn from National Sample
Survey data. Arranging these four studies by
the year each appeared therefore gives the
sequence Ojha, Dandekar and Rath, Minhas,
Bardhan - option (B).

56 Inorder to double the Farmer's income | A) (i) only Unit V - Indian | The strategy for doubling farmers' income
through digital technologies, action Economy and | through  digital  technologies is  a
should be taken from Development comprehensive one, combining three distinct
. . .. . . t ds of acti together - ti d
(i) Technology generation and Administration jn | Stranas of action ftogethel - generating an

. . . o . disseminating new agricultural technology,
dissemination, policies and reforms Tamil Nadu ] ) )
carrying out policy reforms, and pursuing
and development initiatives e .
development initiatives such as expanding
(i) Policies and Reforms irrigation, credit and market access - and it
(iii) Reforms and  Development is this full combination that statement (i)
(iv) Artificial Intelligence captures. The narrower options, such as
policies and reforms alone, reforms and
development alone, or artificial intelligence in
isolation, each describe only a fragment of
this integrated strategy rather than the
complete approach actually envisaged, which
is why (i) alone is correct.

57 Match the following A) (a)-3 (b)-1 (c)-2 Unit V - Indian | In the government's budget classification, tax
(a) Tax Revenue Economy and | revenue is made up of receipts from taxes on
(b) Non-tax revenue Development income and expenditure - such as income

. . . . . tax, tion tax, GST and t duti
(o) Capital receipts Administration jn | % corporation tax and customs duties
. . - corresponding to item (3). Non-tax revenue
1 Interest receipts Tamil Nadu
covers receipts such as interest earned by the
2. Net market borrowings .
government on loans it has advanced,
3. Taxes on Income and Expenditure corresponding to item (1), while capital
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receipts include items like net market
borrowings, which add to government
liabilities rather than being current income,
corresponding to item (2). This gives the
matching tax revenue-(3), non-tax revenue-
(1), capital receipts-(2). This is covered in
Class 12 Economics, Unit 9 'Fiscal

Economics".

58

Match the following

(@) 1963
(b) 1991
(c) 1971
(d) 1951

1. Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act
2. Representation of People Act
3. Government of Union Territory Act
4. Government of National Capital

Territory of Delhi Act

A) (a)-3 (b)-4 (c)-1 (d)-2

Unit IV - Indian Polity

The Government of Union Territories Act was
enacted in 1963 to provide for the
administration of India's Union Territories;
the Government of National Capital Territory
of Delhi Act followed in 1991, giving Delhi its
special administrative structure with an
elected Assembly; the Prevention of Insults to
National Honour Act was passed in 1971 to
penalise disrespect shown to the National
Flag, the Constitution and the National
Anthem; and the Representation of the
People Act, which lays down the framework
for conducting elections, was enacted in
1951. This gives the matching (a)-3, (b)-4, (c)-
1, (d)-2. The Representation of the People Act,
1951, is referenced in Class 12 Political

Science, Unit 2 "Legislature".

59

Assertion [A] : Governor in the Indian
Federal System is assigned dual role,

as the constitutional Head of the State

A) [A] is true, but [R] is | Unit IV - Indian Polity

false

Assertion [A] is true: under India's federal
system the Governor genuinely carries a dual
role, functioning as the constitutional head of

the state while also acting, particularly

Follow TNPSC Mentors: YouTube @TNPSCMentorsdyou Instagram @mentorstnpsc

Telegram TNPSC Mentors Facebook TNPSC Mentors www.tnpscmentors.in



https://tnpscmentors.in
https://tnpscmentors.in
https://www.youtube.com/@TNPSCMentors4you
https://www.instagram.com/mentorstnpsc/
https://t.me/+fnGJ6TbCiI8wNTY1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591260240425
https://tnpscmentors.in

J TNPSC Mentors - TNPSC exam preparation in Tamil & English

WWW.tnpscmentors.in

as well as the representative of the
Centre.
Reason [R] : The Office of Governor is

against the Federal structure.

through certain discretionary powers, as a
channel of communication and
representative of the Union government
within the state. Reason [R] does not hold,
though, because the office of Governor is
itself a recognised part of India's
constitutional and federal architecture - a
deliberate constitutional link between the
Centre and the states - rather than
something that undermines federalism. This
gives [A] true and [R] false. This is covered in
Class 10 Social Science Civics, Unit 3 "State

Government".

60

The framers of the Constitution
incorporated the duties of the State in

the constitution in the form of the

C) Directive principle of | Unit IV - Indian Polity

state policy

The Constitution's framers placed the duties
expected of the State - such as securing a
just social order, promoting the welfare of the
people and ensuring adequate means of
livelihood for all - not

Rights,

among the

Fundamental which protect

individuals against the State, nor the
Fundamental Duties, which bind citizens,
but in a distinct part of the Constitution
called the Directive Principles of State Policy.
Modelled on the Irish Constitution and laid
out in Part IV (Articles 36 to 51), these
function as

Principles guidelines and

instructions to the government for
establishing social and economic democracy,

even though they are not enforceable in any
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court, which is exactly why they represent
the "duties of the State" referred to in the
question. This is covered in Class 10 Social
Science Civics, Unit 1 "Indian Constitution",
section 1.7 '"Directive Principles of State

Policy".

61

Which of the
doesn't/don't find mention
Constitution?

(1) National

bodies

in the

following

Development Council

2) NITI
3) Election

Aayog
Commission

4) Finance Commission

A) (1) and (2) only

Unit IV - Indian Polity

The National Development Council and NITI
Aayog are both executive bodies set up by
government resolution rather than by any
provision of the Constitution, so neither one
finds mention in the constitutional text. The
Election Commission, in contrast, is a
constitutional body established under Article
324, and the Finance Commission is likewise
a constitutional body created under Article
280 - both are explicitly provided for in the
Constitution. This is why only the National
Development Council and NITI Aayog,
statements (1) and (2), are the bodies lacking
constitutional backing. This is covered in
Class 12 Political Science, Unit 8 "Planning

and Development Politics".

62

Who among the following is the only
woman historian to have written a

historical account of Mughal period?

A) Gulbadan Begum

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Gulbadan Begum, the daughter of Babur and

half-sister of Humayun, authored the
"Humayun-nama" at Akbar's request, making
her the only woman historian to have written
a formal historical account of the Mughal
period. Zeenat-un-Nisa Begum and Zeb-un-

Nissa Begum, both daughters of Aurangzeb,
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are remembered respectively for a mosque
she endowed and for her poetry under the
pen-name "Makhfi," while Jahanara Begum,
Shah Jahan's daughter, was a noted patron
and Sufi writer rather than a chronicler of
Mughal history, so none of them fit this
in Class 11

description. This is covered

History, Unit 14 "The Mughal Empire."

63

Which one of the following is false with
regard to the reign of Ahmad Shah?

D) He annexed the
kingdom of Gujarat to his

Empire

Unit I - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

The Bahmani ruler Ahmad Shah I did shift
his capital from Gulbarga to Bidar around
1425, saw the rivalry between the Deccani
and the 'foreigner' (Afaqi) factions intensify
during his reign, and conquered Warangal in
1424-25 - all of which are accurate. Gujarat,
however, remained an independent Sultanate
throughout this period and was never
annexed by the Bahmani kingdom, making
the claim that Ahmad Shah annexed Gujarat
the one statement that does not match the

historical record.

64

Who called India as "Ethnological

Museum"?

D) V.A. Smith

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

The historian V.A. Smith described India as
an "Ethnological Museum" because of the
extraordinary variety of races, tribes,
languages and communities found within the
subcontinent, a diversity he considered
unmatched elsewhere in the ancient world.
R.C. Majumdar was known instead as the
editor of a multi-volume history of India, R.K.

Mookerji wrote on ancient Indian education
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and nationalism, and H. Risley is
remembered for his ethnographic and racial
surveys rather than for this particular
phrase, so none of them are credited with
this description. This is covered in Class 6
Social Science Civics, Unit 1 "Understanding

Diversity."

65

Which of the following Harappan sites

are not in India?

A) Mohenjodara
Harappa

and | Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Mohenjodaro and Harappa, the two type-sites
that gave the Indus Valley civilisation its
name, both lie in present-day Pakistan -
Mohenjodaro in Sindh and Harappa in
Punjab province - following the 1947
partition of the subcontinent. By contrast,
Lothal and Kalibangan, Banawali and Ropar,
and Surkotada and Dholavira are all located
within India's present borders (in Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Punjab), so
Mohenjodaro and Harappa are the only pair
of sites now outside India. This is covered in
Class 11 History, Unit 1 "Early India: From

the Beginnings to the Indus Civilisation."

66

Around 25 districts in the east coast;
10 in Tamil Nadu, 7 in Andhra
Pradesh, 6 in Odisha and 2 in West
Bengal - are vulnerable to cyclonic
storms. Among these, which area
accounts to 70 percent of the cyclones

of severe categories?

D) Sundarbans Area

Unit II - Geography of

India

The Sundarbans, the low-lying deltaic tract
where the Ganga-Brahmaputra river system
meets the Bay of Bengal along the West
Bengal coast, accounts for roughly 70
percent of the severe-category cyclones
striking India's vulnerable east coast, owing
to its exposed position at the head of the bay

where cyclones intensify before landfall. The
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Chilika, Nellore and Machilipatnam areas are
also cyclone-prone stretches of the east
coast, but none of them experiences
anywhere near the concentration of severe

storms recorded in the Sundarbans belt.

67 A tribe of India is | C) Bhils Unit II - Geography of | The Bhils, one of India's largest tribal
(1) Connected with Eklavya in the epic India communities, are traditionally linked to
Mahabharatha Eklavya of the Mahabharata, inhabit the
(2) Lives in Aravallis, Vindhyan and Aravalli, Vindhya and Satpura hill ranges

across Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya
Satpura Ranges
Pradesh, build their settlements as hutments
(3) Hutment on a small Hillock on small hillocks, and depend on maize as
(4) Maize is their staple food their staple food - matching every condition
Which tribal group of the following described in the question. The Gonds are
suits for the above conditions? centred further east in Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, the Todas are a small pastoral
tribe of the Nilgiris in Tamil Nadu, and the
Santhals belong to the Chota Nagpur region
of eastern India, so none of them fits this
particular combination of traits. The Bhils
and their cultural characteristics are covered
in Class 12 Geography, Unit 5 "Cultural and
Political Geography."
68 The northern upland of the Karnataka | A) Malnad Unit II - Geography of | The hilly northern and western upland tract

Plateau is known as

India

of the Karnataka Plateau, marked by higher
elevation, dense forest cover and heavy
rainfall along the Western Ghats, is known as
"Malnad" "hill This

(literally country").

contrasts with the "Maidan," the relatively
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lower, gently undulating open plain that
forms the rest of the plateau, while the Betwa
and Dhasan are unrelated rivers of central
India, so neither fits the description of a

regional landform on the Karnataka Plateau.

69 Which Ministry launched the Digital | C) Ministry of | Current  Affairs & | The Department of Telecommunications,
Intelligence  Platform  (DIP) and | Communications and | General Knowledge functioning ~ under  the  Ministry  of
'Chakshu' facility on Sanchar Saathi | Information Communications, launched the Digital
portal? Intelligence Platform (DIP) and the citizen-

facing "Chakshu" facility on the Sanchar
Saathi portal in 2024 to help curb telecom
and cyber fraud such as spoofed calls and
SIM-based scams. The Ministries of Power,
Civil Aviation and Earth Sciences deal
respectively with electricity, air transport and
weather/ocean research, none of which relate
to these telecom-security tools.

70 Match the following D) (a)-5 (b)-3 (c)-1 (d)-2 Current  Affairs & | India's national animal is the Royal Bengal
Part I General Knowledge Tiger (a-5); Japan is closely associated with
(@) India the peony as one of its celebrated flowers (b-
(b) Japan 3); the Bald Eagle is the national bird and

. emblem of the United States (c-1); and China
) United Sta.tes carries a strong cultural association with the
@ f-hina river dolphin (d-2). Matching each country to
Part II its symbolic animal or flower in this way
L. Bald Eagle gives (a)-5, (b)-3, (0)-1, (d)-2.
2. Dolphin
3. Peony
4. Cherry blossom
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5. Royal Bengal Tiger

71

Who
Awards" by the Ministry of Textiles and
Industry?

had been given the "Shilp | D)

to legendary crafts

person

Current Affairs &

General Knowledge

The Shilp Guru (Shilp) Awards, conferred by
the Ministry of Textiles, honour master
artisans - legendary craftspersons - for
lifelong excellence and outstanding
contribution to India's handicraft traditions,
encouraging the preservation of traditional
skills. Drama artists are instead recognised
by bodies

Akademi,

such as the Sangeet Natak

rural women  entrepreneurs
through separate enterprise and self-help-
group schemes, and farmers through
agricultural honours like the Krishi awards,
so none of those groups is the intended

recipient of this particular award.

72

Some parts of the moon never see

sunlight. Because the axis of the moon

light.

to the direction of the Sun's

A) Perpendicular

Unit I - General

Science

The Moon's rotation axis is tilted only slightly
(about 1.5 degrees) and is therefore nearly
perpendicular to the direction of incoming
sunlight, so the floors of deep craters near its
poles never receive a direct line of sunlight
and lie in permanent shadow. If the axis were
instead parallel, or aligned in the same or
opposite direction to the Sun's rays, the poles
would periodically face the Sun and be
illuminated like the rest of the surface, so it
is  specifically this near-perpendicular
orientation that keeps those polar regions

permanently dark.

73

Match the

following

A) (a)-2 (b)-3 (c)-1 (d)-4

Unit I - General

Carbon dioxide is chiefly linked to global
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(@) CcO2
(b) NOx
(c) Lead (Pb)
(d) Hydrocarbons (HC)
1. Ground water pollution and
particulate in air
2. Global warming
3. Acid rain

4. An ingredient for the formation of

photochemical smog

Science

warming through the greenhouse effect (a-2);
oxides of nitrogen (NOx) combine with
atmospheric moisture to produce acid rain
(b-3); lead contaminates groundwater and
contributes to particulate matter in the air (c-
1); and hydrocarbons act as a key ingredient
in the formation of photochemical smog when
they react with nitrogen oxides in sunlight (d-
4). This gives the correct match (a)-2, (b)-3,
(c)-1, (d)-4. The environmental effects of these
pollutants are covered in Class 11 Chemistry

(Vol 2), Unit 15 "Environmental Chemistry."

74

Assertion [A] : 2 - 4 - D is used as
herbicides.

Reason [R] : 2 - 4 - D induces
production of fruits without

fertilization.

D) [A] is true, [R] is not | Unit I -

the correct explanation Science

General

2,4-D (2,4-dichlorophenoxyacetic acid) is
indeed a widely used selective herbicide,
since it disrupts the growth of broad-leaved
weeds while sparing narrow-leaved crops
such as cereals, which confirms Assertion
[A]. Reason [R] is also independently true -
like other synthetic auxins, 2,4-D can induce
parthenocarpic (seedless) fruit development
without fertilisation - but this fruit-inducing
property has nothing to do with why it works
as a herbicide, since its weed-killing action
instead comes from triggering uncontrolled,
disproportionate growth in broad-leaved
plants that leads to their death. Because [R],
though true, does not explain [A], the correct
relationship between the two statements is as
marked. This dual role of 2,4-D as both a
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herbicide and an inducer of parthenocarpy is
covered in Class 11 Bio-Botany, Unit 15

"Plant Growth and Development."

75

Objectivity, Predictability and

Generality are the features of

A) Scientific method

Current Affairs

General Knowledge

&

Objectivity (freedom from personal bias),
predictability or verifiability (the ability to test
and confirm a claim), and generality or
universality (applicability beyond a single
instance) are the defining hallmarks of the
scientific method - the systematic process of
observation, hypothesis formation,
experimentation and generalisation used to
build reliable knowledge. Scientific enquiry
describes the broader activity of investigating
questions, scientific attitude refers to an
open and evidence-based mindset, and a
scientific experiment is just one controlled
step within the method, so none of these
narrower terms captures all three features

together.

76

Identify the correct
expansion/meaning of "CEDAW"

C) Convention on the
elimination of all forms of
discrimination against

women

Unit IV - Indian Polity

CEDAW stands for the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, a treaty adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly in 1979
that is often described as an international bill
of rights for women, obligating the countries
that ratify it to take concrete legal and policy
steps to end discrimination against women in
political, social, economic and cultural life.

The other options substitute unrelated words
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- such as ‘'expansion,” ‘"execution,"
"congregation" or ‘'eradication" - for the
treaty's actual title, which is why they fail to
correctly expand the acronym. This is
covered in Class 8 Social Science Civics, Unit

4 "Human Rights and U N".

77

Which one of the following is a one-
stop source for all the geospatial data

for the state of Tamil Nadu?

B) Tamil Nadu
Geographical Information

System (TNGIS)

Unit II - Geography of

India

The Tamil Nadu Geographical Information
System (TNGIS) functions as the state's
single-window platform integrating maps,
satellite imagery and other spatial datasets to
support governance, planning and public
service delivery across departments. A
"positioning system" merely supplies location
coordinates rather than serving as a data
repository, and describing the system as
"Global" rather than "Geographical"
misrepresents its state-level scope, so TNGIS
is the only option that correctly names this
one-stop geospatial data source for Tamil

Nadu.

78

The United Nation has declared 1987

as

B) International year of

Shelter for the homeless

Current Affairs &

General Knowledge

The United Nations designated 1987 as the
"International Year of Shelter for the
Homeless" to draw worldwide attention to the
housing needs of the poor and to encourage
governments to invest in low-cost shelter
programmes. The International Women's Year
was observed separately in 1975 (followed by
the UN Decade for Women, 1976-85), and no

comparable UN-wide "Year" theme for the girl
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child or for cleanliness was declared for
1987, so the shelter-for-the-homeless
designation is the one that applies to this

year.

79

In which year
memorandum of understanding with
the Tamil Nadu MSME Trade and

Investment Promotion Bureau?

Flipkart signed a

A) 2021

Unit V - Indian
Economy and
Development

Administration in

Tamil Nadu

In 2021, the e-commerce company Flipkart
signed a memorandum of understanding with
the Tamil Nadu MSME Trade and Investment
Promotion Bureau (M-TIPB) to bring the

state's local micro, small and medium

enterprises onto its online marketplace,
widening their access to customers beyond
their immediate region. Since Flipkart itself
was founded only in 2007, the earlier years
offered as options - 2001, 2011 and 2018 -
all predate the actual signing of this MSME-
focused agreement, leaving 2021 as the

correct year.

80

Match

foundations with their corresponding

names
(a) South Indian Liberal Federation
(b) Kudiyarasu Journal
(c) Emergence of Labour Oragnisations
(d) Swatantra Party
1. A. Singaravelar
2. C. Rajagopalachari
3. Thanthai Periyar
4. C. Natesan

correctly the following

C) (a)-4 (b)-3 (c)-1 (d)-2

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

The South Indian Liberal Federation (the
formal name of the Justice Party) was
founded in 1916 with C. Natesan among its
key founders (a-4); Periyar started the "Kudi
Arasu" journal in 1925 as the official organ of
the Self-Respect (b-3); A.

Singaravelar, regarded as a pioneer of the

Movement

early labour and trade-union movement in
South India, is linked to the emergence of
organisations (c-1); and C.
Rajagopalachari founded and led the
Swatantra Party from 1959 (d-2). This gives

labour
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the pairing (a)-4, (b)-3, (¢)-1, (d)-2. Periyar's
Kudi Arasu journal and the founding of the
Justice Party are covered in Class 10 Social
Science History, Unit 10 "Social

Transformation in Tamil Nadu."

81

According to 2011 census, the density

of population in Tamil Nadu is

B) 555 per square km

Unit II - Geography of

India

According to the 2011 Census, Tamil Nadu
recorded a population density of about 555
persons per square kilometre, considerably
higher than the national average of 382
recorded in the same census, reflecting the
state's high level of urbanisation and
industrial concentration in districts such as
Chennai, Coimbatore and Tiruvallur. The
other figures offered - 450, 650 and 750 - do
not correspond to Tamil Nadu's actual

recorded density for that census year.

82

Tamil women who were competent in
literature, music and drama were

called as

A) Mudukkuravai

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

In Sangam-age Tamil society, women who
had attained proficiency in literature, music
and drama together were honoured with the
title "Mudukkuravai," recognising
accomplishment across these allied arts
rather than in any single skill. This sets them
apart from other Sangam-era terms
describing women in more specific roles,
such as "Viraliyar" (minstrel-dancers
attached to bardic troupes) or "Kanigaiyar"
(courtesans and dancing women), and from
"Mudinmagalir," a distinct and wunrelated

term offered here as a distractor.
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83

Choose the right matches among the
following.

(1) Thiru.V.Ka - Desabakthan
(2) Subramania Bharathiyar - Hindu
(3) Annie
(

Besant - New India

4) Kasthuri Ranga Ayyangar - India

A) (1) and (3) only

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Thiru.Vi.Ka
edited the paper

"Desabakthan," confirming pairing (1), and

(Thiru Vi Kalyanasundaram)

nationalist = Tamil
Annie Besant published the English daily
"New India" to further the Home Rule cause,
confirming pairing (3). Subramania
Bharathiyar is instead associated with papers
such as "India" and "Swadesamitran" rather
than "Hindu," and Kasturi Ranga Iyengar is
remembered as the proprietor-editor of "The
Hindu" rather than of "India," so pairings (2)
and (4) do not hold, leaving (1) and (3) as the
only correct matches. Annie Besant's paper
"New India" is covered in Class 12 History,

Unit 3 "Impact of World War I on Indian

Freedom Movement."

84

original name was

Kumarasamy Nayak.

B) Oomaithurai

Unit III - History,
Culture of India, and
Indian National

Movement

Oomaithurai, the younger brother of
Veerapandiya Kattabomman who continued
the resistance against the British after
Kattabomman's execution, bore the birth
name Kumarasamy Nayak before he came to
be known by his popular title. Kattabomman
himself  was the Palaiyakkarar of
Panchalankurichi, Dheeran Chinnamalai was
a Kongu-region chieftain who fought the
British separately, and 'Marudhu Pandiyar'
refers to the Marudhu brothers of Sivaganga,
so none of these other names matches the

original identity being asked about.
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85

According to Valluvar, what is the
weapon to destroy the arrogance of

foes?

D) Wealth

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

Valluvar teaches that wealth (porul), when
possessed in abundance, becomes the very
weapon that breaks the pride and arrogance
of one's enemies, since prosperity brings with
it the resources, standing and capacity

needed to subdue rivals even without
resorting to open force. Heroism, military
strength and fortifications are each praised
elsewhere in the Kural as supports of a
ruler's power, but it is specifically wealth that
Valluvar names as the instrument capable of
humbling an enemy's arrogance, which is
what distinguishes this option from the

others.

86

"

, , that man desire it is plain whom
others wealth Delights not, feeling
envious pain".
Whom does Thiruvalluvar refers to in

the given above Thirukkural?

A) Nor wealth nor virtue

does that man

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

In the chapter on Azhukkaaraamai (freedom

from envy), Valluvar characterises the

envious person with the phrase "Aran
aakkam vendaadhaan" - literally, one who,
consumed by resentment at another's
prosperity, ends up desiring neither virtue
(aram) nor material advancement (aakkam)
for himself, since envy corrodes the very
impulses that would otherwise drive a person
toward good and prosperous living. This
distinguishes the phrase from the other
options offered, which are simply generic
descriptive terms for an envious person
than Valluvar's

rather specific

characterisation of what such a person
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effectively forfeits. This chapter is covered in
Class 7 Tamil, Unit 2, Lesson "Thirukkural"
(Azhukkaaraamai - Absence of Envy).

87

What kind of Dhoti worn by maternal
uncle

identified?

while singing lullaby you

C) Thuvai Dhoti

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

In the traditional Tamil lullaby (thaalaattu)
tradition, the maternal uncle is affectionately
pictured arriving to see his newborn nephew
or niece dressed in a "Thuvai vetti" - a freshly
laundered, spotlessly white dhoti - reflecting
both his care in dressing well for the occasion
and the respected, auspicious place the
maternal uncle holds in Tamil family custom.
The other dhoti types offered as options, such
as silk, sandal-coloured or coarse "mallu"
dhotis, are not the specific garment
associated with the maternal uncle in this

folk-song imagery.

88

"Utruzhi
koduthum", What field is eulogised in

this Purananootru Paadal?

uthaviyum

uruporul | A) Education (Kalvi)

Unit VI - History,
Culture, Heritage and
Socio-Political

Movements in Tamil

Nadu

The Purananuru line "Utruzhi uthaviyum
uruporul koduthum" comes from a verse
(Purananuru 183) attributed to the Pandya
king Nedunchezhiyan, which eulogises the
greatness of education by describing how a
truly learned person is helped in times of
need, offered valuable gifts, favoured even by
his own mother over her other children, and
given precedence by a ruler regardless of his
birth. Because the verse's central praise is
reserved for learning itself rather than for
charity, integrity or truth, the field being

eulogised here is education (kalvi). This
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Purananuru verse on the importance of
in Class 8 Social

Unit S

education is covered

Science, History, "Development of

Education in India".

89 Choose the Sangam period in which | B) (b) only Unit VI - History, | Nakkirar (Nakkeerar), son of Kanakkayanar
the poet Nakkirar was considered the Culture, Heritage and | of Madurai and the poet credited with works
most predominant poet Socio-Political such as the Nedunalvatai, is traditionally
() First Sangam Movements in  Tamil regarded as the most eminent poet of the

) Third Sangam (Kadai Sangam), the last and
(b) Third Sangam Nadu
best-documented of the three legendary
() Second Sangam Tamil literary academies, and tradition even
(d) Fourth Sangam names him as presiding over its assembly of
poets. This sets him apart from poets
associated with the First Sangam, such as
Agastya, meaning only statement (b) - his
association with the Third Sangam - is
correct, rather than any pairing involving the
Second Sangam or a "Fourth Sangam," which
falls outside the traditional account of three
Tamil Sangams.

90 One side of a rectangular field is 15 m | D) 120 m? Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Rectangle Area (Pythagoras). The
and one of its diagonals is 17 m. Find Mental Ability other side = sqrt(17/2-15"2) = sqrt(289-225)
the area of the field. = sqrt(64) = 8 m, so the area = 15 x 8 = 120

m?2.
91 If 1, 2, 2, 3, 3, 3 are the faces of a die, | D) 11 Part B - Aptitude and | Aptitude - Dice Counting. With face counts

2 such dice are rolled. In how many
cases 2nd die face is bigger than 1st

die.

Mental Ability

one 'l', two '2's and three '3's (6 faces total,
36 ordered outcomes for two dice), the
second face exceeds the first in 1x2 (1<2) +
1x3 (1<3) + 2x3 (2<3) = 2+3+6 = 11 of the 36
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outcomes.

92

If Rs. 10,890 is divided among A and B
groups in the ratio 4:5 then the group

B's share is

C) Rs. 6,050

Part B - Aptitude and
Mental Ability

Aptitude - Ratio Division. Total parts = 4+5 =
9, so one part = 10,890/9 = 1,210, and B's
share = 5x 1,210 = Rs. 6,050.

93

If cat=abc, dog=def
Then which one of the following may

be equal to tan/cot

B) cba/ace

Part B - Aptitude and
Mental Ability

Aptitude - Coding-Decoding. From cat->abc
and dog->def (matched position by position),
c->a, a->b, t->c, d->d, o->e, g->f; applying
this to cot (c,o,t) gives a,e,c = 'aec', and to tan
(t,a,n) gives c,b,n = 'cbn' (n has no given
code, so it stays unchanged, as with
unmapped letters elsewhere in this paper), so
tan/cot = cbn/aec, option (D). Flag: this
differs from the marked answer (B) cba/ace,
whose own working needs o->c and t->e (the
reverse of what dog->def and cat->abc
actually establish) plus an unexplained n->a;

the key is worth rechecking.

94

E&GBDM4NKH2ACZSV3F
1 J L (0] Q S P R
What will come in place of question
mark in the following sequence?
GDR BMP D45 ?

A) MNQ

Part B - Aptitude and
Mental Ability

Aptitude - Series (Symbol Sequence).
Numbering the given string's characters 1 to
26, the sample groups GDR, BMP and D45
sit at positions (3,5,26), (4,6,25) and (5,7,24)
- the first position rises by 1 each time, the
second is always 2 more than the first, and
the third falls by 1 each time; continuing this
pattern to the 4th group gives positions
(6,8,23), which hold M, N and Q, so the

answer is MNQ.

95

A can finish a job in 6 days whereas B

B) 4 days

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Time and Work. Combined one-
day work = 1/6 + 1/12 =2/12+1/12 = 3/12
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finishes it in 12 days. The time taken

to complete the job working together is

?

Mental Ability

= 1/4, so together they finish in 4 days.

926

A swimming bath is 24 m long and 15
m broad. When a number of men dive
into the bath, the height of water rises
by 1 cm. If the average volume of water
displaced by each man is 0.1 m?, how

many men are there in the bath?

B) 36

Mental Ability

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Volume (Water Displacement). The
risen water volume = 24 x 15 x 0.01 m (1 cm
= 0.01 m) = 3.6 m®, so the number of men =
3.6/0.1 = 36.

97

Find the simple interest on Rs. 68,000,

at 16%:% per annum for 9 months.

B) Rs. 8,500

Mental Ability

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Simple Interest. SI=P xR x T/100
with R = 16%3% = 50/3 and T = 9/12 year
gives SI = 68,000 x (50/3) x 0.75/100 = Rs.
8,500.

98

If A:B:C = 2:3:4 then A/B : B/C : C/A

is equal to

B) 8:9:24

Mental Ability

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Ratio Manipulation. With A:B:C =
2:3:4, A/B =2/3, B/C = 3/4 and C/A = 4/2
= 2; converting to twelfths gives 8/12, 9/12
and 24/12, i.e. the ratio 8:9:24.

99

Reaching the place of meeting 20
minutes before 8.50 hrs Sunil found
himself thirty minutes earlier than the
man who came 40 minutes late. What

was the schedule time of the meeting?

D) 8.20

Mental Ability

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Clock/Time Reasoning. Sunil
arrived at 8.50-20 = 8.30, which was 30
minutes before the late man, so the late man
arrived at 8.30+30 = 9.00; since he was 40
minutes late, the scheduled time was 9.00-
0.40 = 8.20.

100

A can do a certain job in 7% hours. B
is 20% more efficient than A. How
many hours does B alone take to do

the same job?

C) 6 hours

Mental Ability

Part B - Aptitude and

Aptitude - Efficiency and Time. B is 20%
more efficient than A, so B's time = A's time /
1.2 = 7.5/1.2 = 6.25 hours (6 hours 15
minutes); among the given options, (C) 6

hours is the closest match to this exact
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value.

101

Identify the figure of speech employed
in the following lines.

"The bleeding bark will heal".

A) Personification

General

Literature

English

Personification gives human qualities or
actions to non-human things, and describing
a tree's "bark" as "bleeding" and able to "heal"
attributes living, human-like injury and
recovery to the plant, which is exactly what
defines personification, as distinct from
simile (an explicit "like/as" comparison),
metaphor (an implied comparison calling one
thing another), or oxymoron (joining two
contradictory words). This is covered in Class
9 English, Term 2, Unit 2, "On Killing a Tree",
whose text includes the identical line, "The
bleeding bark will heal," to illustrate this

personification of the wounded tree.

102

Lights flicker on and off
But fear takes over me.
Identify the Onomatopoeic word in the

given stanza.

C) flicker

General

Literature

English

Onomatopoeia is a word whose sound
imitates the action or sound it describes, and
"flicker" captures the unsteady, fluttering
motion of a light that is failing, making it the
onomatopoeic word here, unlike "fear" (an
abstract noun), "lights" (a common noun), or
"on and off' (an adverbial phrase of manner).
This is covered in Class 10 English, Unit 7,
"The House on Elm Street", whose lines,
"Lights flicker on and off, / But fear takes

over me," are quoted directly in the question.

EN-
103

"We were taken from the ore-bed and
the mine,

We were melted in the furnace and the

D) Anaphora

General

Literature

English

Anaphora is the deliberate repetition of the
same word or words at the beginning of

successive lines, and each line of this extract
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pit -
We were cast and wrought and
hammered to design,
We were cut and filed and tooled and
gauged to fit".

What is the poetic device used here?

opens with "We were" ("We were taken...",

"We were melted...", "We were cast...", "We
were cut..."), which is precisely this device,
distinguishing it from an oxymoron

(contradictory words paired together), a

paradox (a self-contradictory statement
revealing a truth), or assonance (repeated
vowel sounds within nearby words). This is
covered in Class 10 English, Unit 5, "The
Secret of the Machines" by Rudyard Kipling,
whose lines, "We were taken from the ore-bed
and the mine," open the very stanza quoted

in the question.

EN-
104

"But of late, my computer has been
behaving badly too,
It is so absent-minded, that I don't
know what to do".
Mention the figure of speech used in

the above lines.

B) Personification

General  English

Literature

Personification attributes human qualities or
behaviour to a non-human thing, and
describing a "computer" as "behaving badly"
and being "absent-minded" gives the machine
distinctly human traits of conduct and
forgetfulness, which is what makes this
personification rather than a
"like/as"

implied comparison), or repetition (repeating

simile (a
comparison), a metaphor (an
words for effect). This is covered in Class 8
English, Term 3, Unit 2, "My Computer Needs
A Break" by Shanthini Govindan, whose
lines, "But of late, my computer has been
behaving badly too, / It is so absent-minded,
that I don't know what to do," are quoted

directly in the question.
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EN-
105

But I know no better spectacle | A)

unusual event that | General English

Than a comet in full flight. | attracts attention

What do you mean by 'spectacle’ here?

Comprehension

In this line, 'spectacle’ describes a strikingly
unusual sight that seizes people's attention
because it is rare and dramatic, exactly
fitting the image of a comet blazing across
the sky. The other options pair 'usual' with
'distraction' or 'expected' with ‘'attention',
both of which contradict the sense of a comet
as a rare, arresting phenomenon rather than
a routine occurrence. So the meaning that
fits is an unusual event that attracts
attention. This is covered in Class 9 English,

Term 3, Unit 1, "A Spectacle of a Lifetime."

EN-
106

It's written in victory and defeat | C) Courage

And every trial a man may meet.
What does 'it' refer to in the above

given lines?

General  English

Comprehension

The lines describe a quality that shows itself
equally in triumph and in loss, and in every
hardship a person faces - this is courage, the
inner strength to meet all situations bravely.
Hope, patience and sports each name
something  narrower: hope is mere
expectation, patience is calm endurance, and
sports is only a setting in which such
qualities are tested, not the quality itself. So
'it' refers to courage, the trait revealed
through both victory and defeat. This is
covered in Class 7 English, Term 3, Unit 2,

"Courage."

EN-
107

"She puts her Ilife at Stake" | D)risk

Give the meaning of the word Stake.

General  English
Vocabulary

The expression 'to put one's life at stake'
means to place it in danger, so here 'stake'
carries the meaning of risk. Brisk means

quick or lively, courage means bravery, and
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ease means comfort or freedom from
difficulty, none of which fits the sense of
exposing oneself to danger. So the correct
meaning of 'stake' in this line is risk. This is
covered in Class 10 English, Unit 3, "I am

Every Woman."

EN-
108

Strong is she in her faith and beliefs.
"Persistence is the key to everything",
says she.
What does the word "Persistence"

mean?

C) determination

General  English
Vocabulary

'Persistence' means continuing firmly and
steadily despite difficulty, which is best
captured by the word determination,
matching the description of a woman who is
strong in her faith and beliefs. Grief, groans
and moans all relate to sorrow or pain rather
than steady resolve, so none of them fits. The
correct meaning of 'persistence' here is
determination. This is covered in Class 10

English, Unit 3, "I am Every Woman."

109

It's helping your fellowman to score
When his chances hopeless seems;
The word 'it' in the above lines refers

to

C) team work

General  English

Comprehension

The lines describe supporting a fellow player
and helping him succeed even when his own
chances look hopeless, which is the essence
of cooperating with others toward a shared
goal rather than working alone. Hard work,
best work and smart work all describe
qualities of individual effort, but none
captures this idea of mutual support within a
group. So 'it' refers to team work, the spirit of
pulling together for one another. This is
covered in Class 6 English, Term 2, Unit 1,
"Team Work."

EN-

Match the Poets with their Poems

A) (a)-3 (b)-1 (c)-4 (d)-2

General  English

This question tests matching well-known
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110 (a) Mary Botham Howitt Literature English poets with the specific poems they
(b) Caroline Ann Bowles wrote: Mary Botham Howitt is remembered
(©) Robert Frost for "The Spider and the Fly" (a-3), Robert
() Edgar Albert Guest Frost for "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
. Evening" (c-4), and Edgar Albert Guest for
1. The River
"The Stick-together Families" (d-2), while
2 The Stick-together Families Caroline Ann Bowles is credited with "The
3. The Spider and the Fly River" (b-1); putting these author-poem pairs
4. Stopping by Woods on a Snowy together gives (a)-3, (b)-1, (c)-4, (d)-2.
Evening
EN- For simple sheep; and such are | C)John Keats General English These lines, comparing gentle, simple things
111 Daffodils Literature to daffodils living amid "the green world" and
With the green world they live in; "clear rills", come from John Keats's poetry,
and clear rills distinguishing him from W.B. Yeats (known
for "The Lake Isle of Innisfree"), Percy Bysshe
The above lines were written by
Shelley ("Ode to the West Wind"), and William
Wordsworth (whose own, different, daffodil
poem is "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud").
This is covered in Class 8 English, Term 2,
Unit 2, "A Thing of Beauty", a Keats poem
whose grammar notes quote this very line,
"For simple sheep; and such are daffodils",
while teaching a related figure of speech,
confirming Keats as its author.
EN- "Come you back unto the fireside and | C) The Stick-Together | General English This line, inviting someone back to the
112 | be comrade with your kin" | Families Literature fireside to be a companion to their family,
This line is taken from the poem expresses the same theme of family unity and
togetherness that runs through Edgar
Guest's poem, which pictures the family
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circle gathered "at the fireside" as a bond
"that no power but death can break", making
"The Stick-together Families" the poem being
quoted, rather than Blake's poem on
suppressed anger ("The Poison Tree"),
Bowles's river poem ("The River"), or Van
Dyke's poem on life's journey ('Life"). This is
covered in Class 9 English, Term 3, Unit 2,
"The Stick-together Families", whose text
includes the closely related line, "A circle at
the fireside that no power but death can

break."

EN- "Still seeking what I sought when but | B) Henry Van Dyke General  English These lines, describing a lifelong search for
113 a boy, Literature "new friendship, high adventure and a
New friendship, high adventure and a crown", express the questing, adventurous
crown” spirit of Henry Van Dyke's poem "Life",
setting it apart from Khalil Gibran (known for
Who wrote the above lines?
"The Prophet"), H.W. Longfellow ("A Psalm of
Life"), and John Masefield ("Sea Fever"). This
is covered in Class 10 English, Unit 1, "Life",
whose opening lines, "Still seeking what I
sought when but a boy," are quoted directly
in the question.
EN- The woods are lovely, dark and deep | A) Robert Frost General English These famous closing lines, describing woods
114 But I have promises to keep Literature that are "lovely, dark and deep” beside a

Who wrote the above lines?

speaker who nonetheless has "promises to
keep", are from Robert Frost's poem
"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening",

distinguishing Frost from Sarojini Naidu
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(known for "The Bangle Sellers") and John
Masefield (known for "Sea Fever"). This is
covered in Class 9 English, Term 1, Unit 1,
"Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening",
whose text includes both this poem's opening
line, "Whose woods these are I think I know,"
and the very line quoted in the question, "But

I have promises to keep."

115

But the gladdest sort of people, when
the busy day is done,
Are the brothers and the sisters who
together share their fun.

Who wrote the above poem?

B) Edgar Albert Guest

General

Literature

English

These lines, celebrating brothers and sisters
who share their fun together at the end of a
busy day, are part of Edgar Albert Guest's
poem on family togetherness, distinguishing
him from D.H. Lawrence (known for "Snake"),
William Wordsworth (known for nature
poems like "Daffodils"), and Mary Botham
Howitt (known for "The Spider and the Fly").
This is covered in Class 9 English, Term 3,
Unit 2, "The Stick-together Families", whose
text includes the identical line, "But the
gladdest sort of people, when the busy day is

done."

116

The word 'Plaintively' means

B) Sadly

General

Vocabulary

English

'Plaintively' describes speaking or calling out
in a sad, mournful or sorrowful manner, so
its closest meaning among the choices is
'sadly’. Happily and joyfully both describe
cheerful feelings, the opposite of what the
word conveys, while 'depressively’ suggests a
heavier, more prolonged gloom than the

gentle sorrow implied here. So the correct
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meaning of 'plaintively' is sadly. This is
covered in Class 10 English, Unit 1, "His
First Flight."

117

Prospero's daughter name was D) Miranda

General  English

Literature

In Shakespeare's play "The Tempest," the
exiled magician Prospero has one daughter,
who is named Miranda, unlike Portia (heroine
of "The Merchant of Venice"), Desdemona
(Othello's wife), or Juliet (heroine of "Romeo
and Juliet"), each of whom belongs to a
different Shakespeare play. This is covered in
Class 10 English, Unit 1, "The Tempest",
whose supplementary reader repeatedly
refers to Prospero's daughter by name,
"Miranda," including the line "Miranda hung

upon her father."

118

'Practice hard and see what magic can | A) Ramakant Achrekar
transpire', was the advice given by

to Sachin Tendulkar.

General  English

Comprehension

This advice to practise hard and let the
results follow was given to Sachin Tendulkar
by Ramakant Achrekar, the coach who
trained and mentored him through his
formative cricketing years. Ajit was Sachin's
brother who encouraged his interest in the
game, Sunil Gavaskar was a senior cricketer
who inspired him from a distance, and
Sachin's father guided him mainly on values
and conduct rather than technique. Since the
specific coaching advice on practice is
attributed to the coach in the passage,

Ramakant Achrekar is the correct answer.

EN-

Tom used the pain killer to B) mend the crack on the

General  English

In 'The Adventures of Tom Sawyer', Tom is
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119

sitting room floor

Comprehension

forced to take a foul-tasting painkiller by his
aunt, but rather than swallow it he secretly
pours it into a crack in the sitting-room floor
to get rid of it without her noticing. This rules
out taking care of his own health, curing
Becky Thatcher, or helping his aunt, none of
which describes what he actually did with the
medicine. So the correct use Tom put the
painkiller to was disposing of it by pouring it

into the floor crack.

EN-
120

The adventures of Tom Sawyer is a

B) Novel

General  English

Literature

"The Adventures of Tom Sawyer" by Mark
Twain is a full-length work of prose fiction
following a boy's growing-up adventures, and
a book-length work of this kind is classified
as a novel, distinct from a short story (a brief
work read in one sitting), the broader
umbrella category "fiction" (which includes
novels, short stories, and more), or a "tale" (a
short, often simple narrative). This is covered
in Class 9 English, Term 2, Unit 1, "The Cat
and the Pain-Killer" (an extract from "The
Adventures of Tom  Sawyer"), whose
supplementary notes state directly that "The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer" is a novel about a

young boy Tom Sawyer growing up.

EN-
121

What is the landform formed by silt

called?

A) Alluvial

General  English
Vocabulary

'Alluvial' describes land or soil built up from
the fine sediment, or silt, that flowing water
carries and deposits over time, forming fertile

plains and deltas. A sinkhole forms from the
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collapse of dissolving rock, a meander is
simply a bend in a river's course, and a
fluvial terrace is a step-like bench shaped
mainly by erosion rather than deposition. So
the landform created specifically by deposited
silt is called alluvial. This is covered in Class
9 English, Term 2, Unit 2, "Water - The Elixir
of Life."

EN-
122

Which historical character inspired

Young Indira?

English

As a child, young Indira Gandhi was deeply
moved by the story of Joan of Arc, the French
heroine, and dreamed of leading her own
people to freedom in the same heroic way,
which is why Joan of Arc, rather than the
Rani of Jhansi, Sarojini Naidu, or
Vijayalakshmi Pandit, is named as her
childhood inspiration. This is covered in
Class 9 English, Term 3, Unit 2, "A Birthday
Letter", Jawaharlal Nehru's letter to young
Indira, whose comprehension questions ask
verbatim, "Which historical = character
inspired young Indira?", and whose text
recalls, "Do you remember how fascinated
you were when you first read the story of
Joan of Arc, and how your ambition was to

be something like her?"

EN-
123

Why did we call Dr. Salim Ali as

"Birdman of India"?

B) Joan of Arc General

Literature
B) His immense | General
contribution to the field | Literature
of Ornithology

English

Dr. Salim Ali earned the title "Birdman of
India" because of his lifelong, pioneering
work in ornithology, the scientific study of

birds, through decades of surveys, popular
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writing, and conservation efforts that shaped
how India understands and protects its bird
life; this rules out unrelated fields such as
climate research, orthopaedic medicine, or
the study of water movements, none of which

describe his actual area of expertise.

EN-
124

In whose biography do you find this
statement?
I would sweep them out of existence if

I had the power.

C) Mahatma Gandhi

General  English

Literature

This statement, expressing a wish to abolish
a deeply entrenched social evil completely if
given the power to do so, reflects Mahatma
Gandhi's lifelong campaign against practices
such as untouchability, which he condemned
in the strongest terms in his writings and
speeches, setting this quotation apart from
Nehru's writings on nation-building,
Mandela's account of fighting apartheid, or

Lincoln's statements on slavery.

125

Dr. Salim Ali was introduced to the

serious study of birds by

A) W.S. Millard

General  English

Literature

Salim Ali's serious, disciplined interest in
ornithology began when, as a boy, he took a
curious-looking sparrow he had shot to W.S.
Millard, the secretary of the Bombay Natural
History Society, who identified the bird for
him and encouraged his budding curiosity,
setting him on the path to becoming India's
leading ornithologist; this distinguishes
Millard's role from the other names, who are
not credited with introducing him to bird

study in this way.

EN-
126

"Elephant Rides are for the Royals.
Forget this Dream" - Who said this to

B) Moropant Tambe

General  English

Literature

As a young girl, Manikarnika (who would

later become the Rani of Jhansi) dreamed of
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Rani of Jhansi?

riding an elephant like the ones she saw in
royal processions, but her father, Moropant
Tambe, told her that elephant rides were
reserved for royalty and that she should set
aside such a dream, a scene that
foreshadows her later rise to become a queen
herself; this distinguishes his role from Baji
Rao (the Peshwa in whose household she
grew up), Gangadhar Rao (the Maharaja she

later married), and Pandit Dikshit.

EN-
127

What was the name of the system that

Nelson Mandela fought against?

B) Apartheid

General

Literature

English

Nelson Mandela devoted his life to fighting
"apartheid”, the South African system of
state-enforced  racial  segregation and
discrimination that denied non-white citizens
basic rights and opportunities, and his
decades of resistance and eventual
imprisonment were directed specifically
against this policy, rather than against the
general idea of violence, the American civil
rights movement, or the Indian practice of

sati referenced in the other options.

EN-
128

Abraham Lincoln Proclaimed the

abolition of slavery on

B) January 1, 1863

General

Literature

English

Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation, declaring enslaved people in
the Confederate states to be free, took legal
effect on January 1, 1863, a date that marks
a turning point in the American Civil War
and in the eventual abolition of slavery in the
United States, distinguishing it from the

other options, which shift either the month or
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the year by one increment.

EN- Match the words with their phrases : | C) (a)-2 (b)-4 (c)-3 (d)-1 General  English 'Get along with' describes having a friendly
129 (@) Friendly relationship Vocabulary relationship with someone (a-2), ‘come
(b) Meet by chance across' means to meet or find something by
© Use completely chance (b-4), 'run out' means to use up a
d Leave from the place supply completely (c-3), and 'go away' means
to leave from a place (d-1). Matching each
1. ran out phrasal verb to the meaning it actually
2 get along with carries in everyday usage gives exactly this
3. g0 away pairing. So the correct match is (a)-2, (b)-4,
4. come across (c)-3, (d)-1.
EN- Choose the correct synonym for the | B) jugs General  English A 'pitcher' is a large container with a handle
130 underlined word Vocabulary and spout used for holding and pouring
Fill all the bowls, tubs, pails and liquids, which is precisely what a 'jug' is,
pitchers with fresh water. making it the closest synonym among the
choices. A mug is a small handled cup for
drinking, a bucket is essentially the same as
the 'pails' already listed separately in the
sentence, and a pot is generally used for
cooking or plants rather than pouring. So the
word closest in meaning to 'pitchers' is jugs.
This is covered in Class 9 English, Term 1,
Unit 2, "The Envious Neighbour"
(Supplementary).
EN- Choose the correct 'Synonym' by | C) (a)-3 (b)-1 (c)-4 (d)-2 General  English ‘Affluent’ means wealthy, matching meaning
131 matching Column A and B Vocabulary 3; 'dilate’ means to widen, as when eyes or
(@) Affluent pupils dilate, matching meaning 1; 'smacks
(b) Dilate (of)) in this sense means to drive or push

forcefully into something, matching meaning
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(c) Smacks
(d) Summit
1 Widen
2 Spire
3. Wealthy
4

4; and 'summit' corresponds to a spire or
peak, matching meaning 2. Pairing each word
with its closest synonym in this way gives (a)-
3, (b)-1, (c)-4, (d)-2. This is covered in Class
10 English, Unit 4, "The Attic,” whose
glossary defines 'affluent' as wealthy, 'dilated’
as widened, and ‘'smacks' as driving

forcefully.

EN-
132

Add a prefix to the word 'Natural' to
complete the sentence.
His job 1is to investigate

natural phenomenas.

C) super

General

Vocabulary

English

The prefix 'super-' combines with 'natural’ to
form 'supernatural, meaning beyond the
ordinary laws of nature, which fits a job
investigating mysterious, unexplained
phenomena. 'In-' and 'non-' do not form
standard, recognised English words with
'natural' in this sense, and 'pro-' means 'in
favour of or 'forward', unrelated to this
meaning. So the correct prefix to complete
the word is 'super-'. This is covered in Class
7 English, Term 3, Unit 1, "Sindbad - My
First Voyage" (Supplementary), which
describes Sindbad 'witnessing supernatural

phenomena' on his travels.

EN-
133

Fill in the blanks with suitable article.
India is largest democracy in

the world.

B) the

General

Grammar

English

The definite article "the" is required
immediately before a superlative adjective
because a superlative always points to one
unique item within its group, and "largest"
here singles out India as the single greatest
democracy in the world, unlike the indefinite

nan

articles "a"/"an" (used for one unspecified
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item beginning with a consonant or vowel
sound) or the quantifier "all" (which denotes
quantity, not identification). This is covered
in Class 12 English, Unit 5, "The Chair",
whose grammar notes on Degrees of
Comparison state that the adjectives in
superlative degree are preceded by the

definite article "the".

EN-
134

Identify the correct preposition from
the options given below.
I will have finished this essay

Friday.

D) by

General

Grammar

English

The preposition "by" means "not later than"
and marks a deadline, which is exactly why it
pairs with the future perfect tense to show an
action that will be completed before a stated
point in time; here "I will have finished this
essay by Friday" signals the essay will be
done at some point up to and including
Friday, unlike "in" (used for months/years),
"on" (used for a specific day meaning "during"
that day), or "at" (used for a precise clock
time). This is covered in Class 9 English,
Term 2, Unit 2, "Water - The Elixir of Life",
which uses the identical construction, "By
Friday, she will have had my car for a whole
week!", to illustrate this future-perfect

deadline sense of "by".

EN-
135

Choose the correct question tag

This is the bus that I have to travel,
?

D) isn't it?

General

Grammar

English

A question tag mirrors the statement's
auxiliary verb and subject but reverses its
polarity, so an affirmative statement takes a
negative tag and vice versa; since "This is the

bus that I have to travel" is affirmative and
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"

uses '"is", its tag must be negative and use
"is" too, with "it" standing in for "this" rather
than repeating it, giving "isn't it?". This is
covered in Class 11 English, Unit 4, "Tight
Corners", whose grammar notes explain that
a question tag is formed with the statement's
auxiliary verb and subject, and that a

positive statement takes a negative tag.

EN-
136

Select

the

He lives in Europe,

suitable tag.

?

D) doesn't he?

General

Grammar

English

"He lives in Europe" is an affirmative
statement in the simple present with a third-
person  singular  subject, and such
statements form their question tags with the
negative auxiliary "doesn't" plus the subject
pronoun, since the main verb here is not a
form of "be" and needs the "do"-auxiliary to
build the tag; this rules out "isn't he?" (verb
"be", present) and "wasn't he?"/"didn't he?"
(past tense, which does not match the
present-tense statement). This is covered in
Class 11 English, Unit 4, "Tight Corners",
whose grammar notes state that when a
sentence contains a main verb, the question

tag uses an appropriate form of the "do" verb.

EN-
137

Match the Non-finite verb correctly :

()

Walking is

healthy  habit

(b) T like to walk early in the morning

(c) Having walked a long distance I felt

tired

B) (a)-3 (b)-1 (c)-4 (d)-2

General

Grammar

English

Non-finite verbs, gerunds, infinitives, and
participles, do not change according to tense
or subject the way finite verbs do: in
"Walking is a healthy habit", "Walking" is a
gerund because it functions as a noun (the

subject); "to walk" in "I like to walk early in
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(d) These are my walking shoes
1. Infinitive
2 Present Participle
3. Gerunds
4. Past Participle

the morning" is an infinitive; "Having walked
a long distance" is a past/perfect participle
showing a completed prior action; and
"walking shoes" uses "walking" as a present
participle modifying the noun "shoes" like an
adjective. Matching each use to its category
gives (a)-3, (b)-1, (¢)-4, (d)-2. This is covered
in Class 9 English, Term 1, Unit 2, "I Can't
Climb Trees Anymore", whose grammar
section on Non-Finite Verbs uses these exact
four examples, "Walking is a healthy habit",
"I like to walk early in the morning", "These
are my walking shoes", and "Having walked a
illustrate

long distance I felt tired", to

gerunds, infinitives, and participles.

EN-
138

Identify the sentence pattern of the
following sentence.
I painted the car blue.

A) SVOC

General  English

Grammar

A sentence pattern is built by identifying
each element's grammatical role: "I" is the
Subject, "painted" is the Verb, "the car" is the
Object, and "blue" is a Complement that
describes the object rather than adding an
adverbial detail, giving the pattern Subject-
Verb-Object-Complement (SVOC), unlike SVC
(no object), SVA (ends in an adverbial with no
object), or SVOA (an adverbial follows the
object). This is covered in Class 8 English,
Term 2, Unit 2, "My Reminiscence", whose
grammar notes on sentence patterns list
"SVOC" with the identical example sentence,

"I painted the car blue".
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139

Identify the sentence pattern of the | A) ASVA
following sentence.

In 1998, Frank moved to London.

General  English

Grammar

This sentence opens with the adverbial
phrase "In 1998" before its subject and verb,
and closes with a second adverbial, "to
London", describing place rather than an
object receiving the action; identifying each
part in order, Adverbial + Subject + Verb +
Adverbial, gives the pattern ASVA,
distinguishing it from ASVO (an object
follows the verb), ASVC (a complement
follows the verb), or SVIODO (a sentence with

both an indirect and a direct object).

140

They rejoined the group as Sarah | C) dessert

passed out and coffee.

General  English

Vocabulary

'Dessert' is the sweet course served after a
meal, which is naturally passed around
together with coffee, fitting the blank exactly.
'Desert' (one 's') instead means a dry, sandy
region or, as a verb, to abandon someone,
while 'dirt' means filth and 'dish' is simply a
general word for a container or food item. So
the correct homophone to complete the
sentence is 'dessert'. This is covered in Class
11 Communicative English, Unit 6, in its
glossary of commonly confused homophones

such as 'desert' and 'dessert'.

141

Select the grammatically correct | D) Only (a) is correct
sentence

(@ My son is fond of music
() My son is fond to music

(0 My son is fond in music

General  English

Grammar

The adjective "fond" is fixed to the preposition
"of' in standard English, so "fond of' is the
only grammatically correct collocation, ruling
out "fond to", "fond in", and "fond with"; this
makes "My son is fond of music" the sole

well-formed sentence among the four, so the
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(d) My son is fond with music

correct choice is "Only (a) is correct”. This is
covered in Class 10 English, Unit 6, "The
Last Lesson", which uses the identical
example sentence, "My son is fond of music",

to teach this fixed prepositional collocation.

EN-
142

Which of the following is a noun?

C) Sun

General  English

Grammar

A noun is a naming word, it names a person,
place, thing, or idea, and among the four
options only "Sun" names a thing (a celestial
body) rather than functioning primarily as an
action word; "Put", "Walk", and "Call" are
used chiefly as verbs describing actions, even
though a couple of them can occasionally
double as nouns. This is covered in Class 8
English, Term 1, Unit 1, "Hobby - Turns A
Successful Career", whose grammar notes on
Parts of Speech define a noun as "a naming

word".

143

A of birds were flying on the

C) flock of

General  English
Vocabulary

'Flock' is the standard collective noun used
for a number of birds (or sheep), so 'a flock of
birds' is the natural and correct expression.
'Swarm' is used for insects such as bees, and
'herd' is used for large grazing animals like
cattle, while 'group' is too generic to be the
specific term expected here. So the correct
collective noun to complete the sentence is
'flock of. This is covered in Class 8 English,
Term 1, Unit 2, "Friendship,"” which lists 'a
flock of birds' alongside other -collective

nouns such as 'a swarm of ants'.
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144

Identify which is the correct singular

word and select the answer from the

codes

(@)
(b) Media

given

below.

Crises

D) Both (a) and (b) are

plural word

General

Grammar

English

"Crises" and "media" are irregular plural
forms borrowed from Latin and Greek:
"crises" is the plural of the singular "crisis"
(like hypothesis/hypotheses, oasis/oases),
and "media" is the plural of the singular
"medium" (like bacterium/bacteria,
curriculum/curricula), so both words in the
question are plurals rather than singulars,
making "Both (a) and (b) are plural word"
correct. This is covered in Class 8 English,
Term 1, Unit 2, "Friendship", whose grammar
notes list exactly this pattern of irregular
plurals,

including "crisis/crises" and

"medium/media".

145

Foreign +

Find the blended word.

Exchange

D) Forex

General

Vocabulary

English

'Forex' is a portmanteau that blends the
beginning of 'Foreign' with the end of
'Exchange’, fusing parts of both words into a
single new one, in the same pattern as
'brunch’' (breakfast + lunch) or 'smog' (smoke
+ fog). The other options either keep both full
words unchanged or retain an extra whole
word alongside the blended part, so they are
not true blends. The correctly blended word
for 'Foreign + Exchange' is 'Forex'. This is
covered in Class 12 English, Unit 5, "The
Chair," whose portmanteau exercise directly

asks students to blend 'Foreign + exchange'.

146

Which two words blend together to

form the new word 'Camcorder'?

B) Camera + recorder

General

Vocabulary

English

'Camcorder' is formed by blending the

beginning of 'Camera' with the ending of
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'recorder', combining parts of both full words
into one, just as 'brunch' blends 'breakfast’
and 'lunch'. 'Cam' alone and 'corder' alone
are merely the fragments that make up the
blend, not the original source words, and
'order' is unrelated, since the second element
actually comes from 'recorder'. So the two
words that blend to form 'camcorder' are
Camera and recorder. This is covered in
Class 12 English, Unit 5, "The Chair," which
lists 'Camcorder = camera + recorder' among

its examples of portmanteau words.

EN-
147

Which of the following is correct for?

Overcoat

D) Preposition + Noun

General

Vocabulary

English

'Overcoat' is built from the preposition 'over'
joined to the noun 'coat', which makes it a
Preposition + Noun compound rather than
any combination involving two nouns or a
verb. This rules out Noun + Preposition,
Noun + Noun and Verb + Noun, since none of
those word-class orders matches how 'over'
and 'coat' actually combine. So 'overcoat' is
correctly classified as Preposition + Noun.
This is covered in Class 10 English, Unit 4,
"The Attic," whose compound-word table lists
'overcoat' as an example of a Preposition +

Noun compound.

148

Identify the compound word that is :

Gerund + Noun

C) Bleaching powder

General

Vocabulary

English

'‘Bleaching' is a gerund, an -ing form of a verb
acting as a noun-modifier, and 'powder' is a
noun, so 'bleaching powder' is a Gerund +

Noun compound. 'Cry baby' is Verb + Noun,
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while 'sun rise' and 'sun set' both join two
nouns, making them Noun + Noun
compounds instead. So the compound
formed from a gerund plus a noun is
'bleaching powder'. This is covered in Class
10 English, Unit 4, "The Attic,” whose
compound-word table lists 'bleaching powder'
as its example of a Gerund + Noun

compound.

EN-
149

Replace the underlined word with its | B) Trash Can General English
American word : Vocabulary

We should use the Bin for the garbage.

"Trash can' is the American English
equivalent of the British word 'bin' or
'dustbin', used for the same container that
holds garbage. 'Dust bin' and 'garbage bin'
both keep the British term 'bin', and 'trash
box' is not the standard expression, since
American usage specifically pairs 'trash' with
'can'. So the correct American English
replacement for 'bin' is 'trash can'. This is
covered in Class 8 English, Term 3, Unit 2,
"Cyber Safety," which lists 'trash can' among
its British-versus-American vocabulary

equivalents.

EN-
150

And I Sunned it with smiles | C) Sunned - smile General  English
Identify the alliteration in the given Literature
line.

Alliteration is the repetition of the same
initial consonant sound in nearby words, and
in "And I sunned it with smiles," both
"sunned" and "smile(s)" begin with the /s/
sound, which is exactly this device, unlike "I
- it" (different initial sounds), "And - with"

(different initial consonants), or "Sunned -
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with" (/s/ versus /w/). This is covered in
Class 9 English, Term 1, Unit 2, "A Poison
Tree" by William Blake, whose text includes

this exact line, "And I sunned it with smiles."

EN-
151

To win, run as fast as the wind
Identify the figure of speech in the

given line.

C) Simile

General  English

Literature

A simile makes an explicit comparison
between two unlike things using a connecting
word such as "like" or "as", and "run as fast
as the wind" compares running speed to the
wind using the "as ... as" construction, which
is precisely a simile, unlike personification
(giving human traits to non-human things),
metaphor (an implied comparison without
"like/as"), or anaphora (repeating words at
the start of successive lines). This is covered
in Class 8 English, Term 1, Unit 2, "Lessons
in Life", whose grammar exercise directly
asks students to write a sentence using "as
fast as the wind" as an example of this simile

structure.

EN-
152

Which of the given option is a
Metaphor?

C) His words are pearls of | General English

wisdom

Literature

A metaphor makes an implied comparison by
directly calling one thing another, without
using "like" or "as", and "His words are pearls
of wisdom" calls the words themselves
"pearls," an implied comparison, unlike the
other three options, which are all similes
using "like" or "as ... as" to compare life to a
chocolate box, a person to his twin, and a
bus to a snail. This is covered in Class 8

English, Term 1, Unit 2, "Lessons in Life",
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whose text includes the identical example,
"His words are pearls of wisdom," to illustrate

a metaphor.

153

Courage isn't a brilliant dash, | C) AABB
A daring deed in a moment's flush;
It isn't an instantaneous thing
Born of despair with a sudden spring

Write the Rhyme scheme of the poem.

General  English

Literature

A rhyme scheme is found by matching the
end-sounds of each line: here, the first two
lines end in "dash" and "flush" which rhyme
with each other, and the third and fourth
lines end in "thing" and "spring" which rhyme
with each other, giving the couplet pattern
AABB, rather than the alternating pattern
ABAB or the enclosed pattern ABBA. This is
covered in Class 7 English, Term 3, Unit 2,
"Courage" by Edgar Albert Guest, whose
opening lines, "Courage isn't a brilliant

dash," are quoted directly in the question.

154

Speak gently to the young, for they | A) ABAB
Will have enough to bear -
Pass through this life as best they
may,

T is  full of anxious care!
Write the Rhyme Scheme of the given

stanza.

General  English

Literature

Checking the end-sounds line by line, "they"
(line 1) rhymes with "may" (line 3), and "bear"
(line 2) rhymes with "care" (line 4), so the
rhymes alternate between the odd and even
lines, giving the pattern ABAB, rather than
the couplet pattern AABB, the enclosed
pattern ABBA, or a scheme where three lines
share one rhyme. This is covered in Class 7
English, Term 1, Unit 3, "Your Space", whose
text includes the identical line, "Speak gently

to the young, for they."

EN-
155

And all I ask is a windy day with the | D) flying, crying
white clouds flying,

And the flung spray and the blown

General  English

Literature

Rhyming words share the same end-sound,
and "flying" and "crying" both end in the

identical sound "-ying" at the close of their
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spume, and the sea-gulls -crying.
The rhyming words in the above lines

are

respective lines, which is what makes them
the rhyming pair here, whereas
"windy/white" and "spray/spume" only share
initial sounds (alliteration, not rhyme), and
"clouds/gulls" do not share an end-sound at
all. This is covered in Class 7 English, Term
3, Unit 1, "Sea Fever" by John Masefield,
whose lines, "with the white clouds flying...
and the sea-gulls crying," are quoted directly

in the question.

156

And the wheel's kick and the wind's
song and the white sail's shaking
Pick out the figure of speech given in

the above poetic line.

C) Alliteration

General

Literature

English

Alliteration is the repetition of the same
initial consonant sound across nearby words,
and this line repeats the /w/ sound in
"wheel's," "wind's," and "white," which is
exactly this device, unlike a metaphor (an
implied comparison), a simile (a comparison
using 'like/as"), or hyperbole (deliberate
exaggeration). This is covered in Class 7
English, Term 3, Unit 1, "Sea Fever" by John
Masefield, whose text includes this identical
line, "And the wheel's kick and the wind's

song and the white sail's shaking."

157

"I must go down to the seas again, to
the

Vagrant gypsy life"
Gypsy life means

B) A Wandering Man's Life

General

English

Comprehension

'Vagrant gypsy life' describes an unsettled,
roaming existence, free of a fixed home,
which is exactly the life of a wanderer drawn
out to sea. A sea captain's life implies
command and navigation, a historian's life
centres on studying the past, and an

explorer's life implies purposeful journeys of
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discovery, none of which carries this sense of
aimless roaming. So 'gypsy life' means a
wandering man's life. This is covered in Class

7 English, Term 3, Unit 1, "Sea Fever."

158

"But we  ants never  borrow; | C) Ants are wise and hard | General English
We ants never lend" | working Comprehension
Why do you think ants neither borrow

nor lend?

Ants neither borrow nor lend because they
are wise and industrious, gathering and
storing enough food through their own steady
labour rather than depending on others. This
rules out describing them as lacking wisdom,
being idle, or being foolish, since the poem
instead praises their self-sufficiency and
foresight. So the reason ants avoid both
borrowing and lending is that they are wise

and hard-working.

159

You were the dad chosen for me | C) God General  English

The author's dad was chosen by Comprehension

The poem describes a father's love as
something that 'was sent to me from
someplace up above', framing the father as
divinely appointed rather than chosen by any
earthly person. Mother, neighbours and
friends are all people in the author's life, but
none of them is credited with choosing the
father in the poem. So it is God who is said to
have chosen the dad for the author. This is
covered in Class 8 English, Term 3, Unit 1,

"Special Hero."

EN-
160

Then my computer caught a virus, and | A) as the computer fall | General English
fell very sick, | very sick Comprehension

So I had to call in a doctor, double

The lines state plainly that the computer
'caught a virus, and fell very sick', which is
the direct reason the poet had to call in a

doctor at once. Falling down, getting hurt
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quick.

Why did the poet call the doctor?

and falling asleep each describe a different
kind of trouble, but the poem specifically
names sickness from a virus as the cause. So
the doctor was called because the computer
fell very sick. This is covered in Class 8
English, Term 3, Unit 2, "My Computer Needs
A Break."

EN- "And all T ask is a merry yarn from a

161 laughing fellow-rover,

when the long trick's

And quiet sleep and a sweet dream

over"

The above lines are in the poem -

B) Sea Fever

General

Literature

English

These closing lines, longing for "a merry yarn
from a laughing fellow-rover" and "quiet
sleep... when the long trick's over" (a sailor's
term for finishing a turn at the ship's wheel),
express the seafaring speaker's yearning that
runs through John Masefield's "Sea Fever",
distinguishing it from Keats's "A Thing of
Beauty", the reflective poem "Lessons in Life",
or George Eliot's "Making Life Worthwhile".
This is covered in Class 7 English, Term 3,
Unit 1, "Sea Fever", whose text ends with this
exact line, "And quiet sleep and a sweet

dream when the long trick's over."

EN- Autumn is

162 in red, yellow and
Autumn is
Whenever leaves fall

Who wrote the above poem?

English
brown
Indian

down

A) Nisha Dyrene

General

Literature

English

This poem contrasts the English autumn's
"red, yellow and brown" foliage with the
Indian autumn marked simply by '"leaves
fallling] down", and this particular poem was
written by Nisha Dyrene, distinguishing her
from William Wordsworth (known for nature
poems like "Daffodils"), D.H. Lawrence
(known for "Snake"), and Mary Botham
Howitt (known for "The Spider and the Fly").

Follow TNPSC Mentors: YouTube @TNPSCMentorsdyou

Instagram @mentorstnpsc

Telegram TNPSC Mentors

Facebook TNPSC Mentors www.tnpscmentors.in



https://tnpscmentors.in
https://tnpscmentors.in
https://www.youtube.com/@TNPSCMentors4you
https://www.instagram.com/mentorstnpsc/
https://t.me/+fnGJ6TbCiI8wNTY1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591260240425
https://tnpscmentors.in

J TNPSC Mentors - TNPSC exam preparation in Tamil & English

WWW.tnpscmentors.in

This is covered in Class 6 English, Term 3,
Unit 2, "Indian Seasons", whose text includes
both the identical lines, "Autumn is English...
Autumn is Indian," and credits the poem to

Nisha Dyrene.

EN-
163

"And one day, my naughty computer
actually gobbled a worm,
And behaved so erratically that it
made me squirm".
The poet was made to squirm because
of the behaviour of the

computer.

C) erratic

General  English

Comprehension

The line states that the computer 'behaved so
erratically that it made me squirm', so the
adjective 'erratic' - meaning unpredictable
and inconsistent - is the word that directly
matches the poem's own wording. Absent-
minded, dreadful and hasty each describe a
different quality (forgetfulness, terror, and
haste respectively) rather than the
unpredictable swings the poem actually
describes. So the behaviour that made the
poet squirm was erratic behaviour. This is
covered in Class 8 English, Term 3, Unit 2,
"My Computer Needs A Break."

164

Every soul that touches yours
Be it the slightest contact

Who wrote the above lines?

C) George Eliot

General  English

Literature

These opening lines, reflecting on how every
soul that comes into contact with another
leaves behind some small good, belong to
George Eliot's poem on the lasting influence
people have on one another, distinguishing
her from William Shakespeare, Robert Frost,
and John Masefield, each associated with
very different works. This is covered in Class
8 English, Term 2, Unit 1, "Making Life
Worth While", whose text opens with this

identical line, "Every soul that touches
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yours."

165

Who was chirping at the edge of the | D) Birds

woods?

General  English

Comprehension

'Chirping' is the characteristic short, sharp
sound made by birds, unlike the mooing of a
cow, the chattering of a monkey, or the
barking of a dog. Since the text describes this
specific sound coming from the edge of the
woods, it must be birds that were chirping
there. This is covered in Class 10 English,
Unit 6, "The Last Lesson."

166

On the way to his home, Peter stopped | B) Blue flowers, the
to pick or to listen to the | rabbits' soft tread

General English

Comprehension

According to the passage, Peter paused on
his walk home either to pick the blue flowers
growing along the way or to listen quietly for
the soft tread of rabbits moving nearby. The
other options substitute yellow flowers for
blue, or the sound of waterfalls for the
rabbits' footsteps, neither of which matches
the specific details given in the text. So both
blanks are correctly completed by ‘'blue

flowers' and 'the rabbits' soft tread'.

EN-
167

The setting of the play 'The Dying | D) Sherlock Holmes'

Detective' is in bedroom

General  English

Literature

The play "The Dying Detective" unfolds
entirely within Sherlock Holmes's own
bedroom at 221B Baker Street, where he
pretends to be dying of a rare disease in
order to trick the real culprit, Culverton
Smith, into confessing, so the bedroom, not
Victor Savage's house (the murder scene
referenced in dialogue), Dr. Watson's house,
or a New York apartment, is the play's actual

setting. This is covered in Class 10 English,
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Unit 7, "The Dying Detective", the Arthur
Conan Doyle play whose action takes place in

this very room.

168

Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle was a

writer.

C) British

General  English

Literature

Sir Arthur Ignatius Conan Doyle, the creator
of Sherlock Holmes, was born in Edinburgh,
Scotland, and is identified as a British writer,
part of the broader British literary tradition,
rather than as Irish, American, or French,
nationalities that do not match his birthplace
or literary identity. This is covered in Class
10 English, Unit 7, "The Dying Detective",
which introduces its author as "Arthur
Conan Doyle" and discusses his life and work

as a British writer.

EN-
169

State which statement is correct

(1) Little Czar was a European brown
bear cub
(2) Little Czar was an Indian brown
bear cub
(3) Little Czar was an American brown
bear cub
(4) Little Czar was a Germanian brown

bear cub

A)1

General  English

Comprehension

The text specifically introduces Little Czar as
'a very saucy but good-natured European
brown bear cub' who challenges the
American grizzly cub Little Cyclone, so his
nationality is explicitly given as European,
not Indian, American or German. Only
statement (1) matches this description
exactly as stated in the passage. This is
covered in Class 9 English, Term 1, Unit 2,
"Little Czar and Little Cyclone"
(Supplementary).

EN-
170

Who brought up Sir Isaac Newton?

B) Grandmother

General  English

Comprehension

According to the biographical account, Isaac
Newton was left to the care of his 'good old
grandmother' after his father had died before

his birth and his mother remarried and
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moved away. This rules out the grandfather,
father and mother as the ones who actually
raised him, since the text credits the
grandmother with his upbringing. So Newton
was brought up by his grandmother. This is
covered in Class 8 English, Term 2, Unit 1,

"Sir Isaac Newton - The Ingenious Scientist."

EN-
171

Beauty lies in the beholder's

B) Eyes

General

Vocabulary

English

The well-known saying is 'Beauty lies in the
eyes of the beholder', meaning that what
counts as beautiful is a matter of individual,
subjective perception rather than an objective
fact. Head, brain and ear are not the words
used in this fixed expression, since the
proverb specifically locates the judgement of
beauty in sight, not thought or hearing. So
the correct completion is 'eyes'. This is
covered in Class 8 English, Term 2, Unit 2,
"My Reminiscence," whose warm-up section
quotes this exact saying, 'Beauty lies in the

eyes of the beholder'.

EN-
172

"My Reminiscences" was written by

D) Rabindranath Tagore

General

Literature

English

"My Reminiscences" (also known by its
Bengali title, "Jeevan Smriti") is the memoir
written by Rabindranath Tagore, the Nobel-
laureate poet also celebrated for "Gitanjali",
distinguishing his authorship from Kamala
Markandaya ("Nectar in a Sieve"), Ernest
Hemingway ("The Old Man and the Sea"), and
Toru Dutt ("Our Casuarina Tree"). This is

covered in Class 8 English, Term 2, Unit 2,
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"My Reminiscence", whose text states directly
that "My Reminiscences" were written by

Tagore.

173

them which inspires a whole people
and makes them do great deeds". Who

quotes this?

"Great Leaders have something in | C) Jawaharlal Nehru

General

Literature

English

This statement, observing that truly great
leaders possess a quality that inspires an
entire people to accomplish great deeds, is
attributed to Jawaharlal Nehru, reflecting his
own reflections on leadership and nation-
building, rather than to Dr. C.N. Annadurai,
Mahatma Gandhi, or Abraham Lincoln, each

remembered for different, distinct sayings.

174

When was Subash Chandra Bose

born?

A) January 23, 1897

General

Comprehension

English

Subhas Chandra Bose was born on January
23, 1897, in Cuttack, Odisha, as recorded in
the biographical passage on his life. The
other options keep the day January 23 or the
date January 26 but pair them with incorrect
years, none of which corresponds to his
actual recorded birth year. So the correct

date of his birth is January 23, 1897.

EN-
175

named

Helen Keller's Autobiography was | B) The Story of my Life

General

Literature

English

Helen Keller, who lost her sight and hearing
in infancy yet went on to become an
acclaimed author and lecturer, titled her
autobiography "The Story of My Life", first
published in 1903, distinguishing it from the
similarly worded but incorrect titles "My
Story", "My Life", and "Experiments with My
Life" (which

echoes Gandhi's own

autobiography title instead).

EN-

How did Kalpana Chawla die?

A) Space Shuttle Disaster

General

English

Kalpana Chawla's life 'ended tragically during
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176

Comprehension

her second tour to space, when the space
shuttle Columbia disintegrated’ on 1
February 2003 as it re-entered the Earth's
atmosphere. This was neither an aircraft
crash, a launch-stage rocket failure, nor the
loss of an unmanned satellite probe, since
she died aboard the crewed shuttle during re-
entry rather than at any of those other
stages. So her death is correctly described as
a Space Shuttle Disaster. This is covered in
Class 11 Communicative English, Unit 4,
"Kalpana Chawla, the First Indian Woman

Astronaut."”

EN-
177

Raj was upset as he had done

in his English test.

B) poorly

General  English

Comprehension

Raj's distress makes sense only if he
performed badly, since doing well, doing
better than before, or scoring an average
result would not have upset him in the way
the story describes. His grandmother then
steps in to console him, which fits a poor
result needing comfort rather than a good or
middling one. So Raj was upset because he
had done poorly in his test. This is covered in
Class 7 English, Term 1, Unit 3, "The Tale of
the Pencil" (Supplementary).

EN-
178

His grandmother gave him a

C) pencil

General  English

Comprehension

After Raj did poorly on his test, his
grandmother gave him a pencil and used its
qualities - how it must be sharpened and
worn down to become useful - as a lesson to

comfort and encourage him. A sketch, a pen
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and a painting box are all different objects
that do not carry this specific lesson about
enduring hardship to improve. So the object
the grandmother gave him was a pencil. This
is covered in Class 7 English, Term 1, Unit 3,

"The Tale of the Pencil" (Supplementary).

EN-
179

Granny compared with the

pencil.

B) Raj

General  English

Comprehension

Granny compared her grandson Raj with the
pencil, drawing a parallel between the
hardships a pencil undergoes to remain
useful and the setbacks Raj needed to learn
from after his poor test result. Babu, Ravi
and Rajesh are names that do not belong to
any character in this story, so none of them
fits. It is Raj who is the boy compared to the
pencil. This is covered in Class 7 English,
Term 1, Unit 3, "The Tale of the Pencil"
(Supplementary).

180

Raj's pain of not doing well in his test

was compared with of pencils.

D) sharpening

General  English

Comprehension

Granny compared Raj's pain at failing his
test to the sharpening a pencil must endure,
since a pencil becomes useful only after this
painful process, just as hardship helps a
person grow and improve. Writing, drawing
and sketching are all things a pencil does
once it is ready for use, not something
painful done to the pencil itself. So the
comparison is  specifically with the
sharpening of pencils. This is covered in
Class 7 English, Term 1, Unit 3, "The Tale of
the Pencil" (Supplementary).
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EN-
181

Raj understood that failures are

stepping stones to

A) success

General

Vocabulary

English

The fixed motivational saying is 'failures are
the stepping stones to success', meaning
setbacks and mistakes actually help a person
climb toward eventual achievement rather
than holding them back. Consoling and
climbing describe actions or processes rather
than a final destination, and 'strength' is
plausible in meaning but is not the word
fixed in this established phrase. So the
phrase Raj came to understand completes
with 'success'. This is covered in Class 7
English, Term 1, Unit 3, "The Tale of the
Pencil" (Supplementary), whose
comprehension exercise states, 'Raj
understood that failures are stepping stones

to' success.

182

Choose the correct meaning of the
phrase.

Reconcile to

B) Accept half heartedly

General

Vocabulary

English

'Reconcile (oneself) to' something means to
bring oneself to accept an unpleasant or
unavoidable situation, often without real
enthusiasm, which is exactly what 'accept
half-heartedly' describes. 'Maintain' means to
keep something going, 'arrive suddenly'
describes an unexpected appearance, and
'continue' simply means to keep going, none
of which carries this sense of reluctant
acceptance. So the correct meaning of

'reconcile to' is to accept half-heartedly.

EN-
183

Choose the correct Antonym for the

underlined word 'Concentrate' from

C) Distract

General

Vocabulary

English

'Concentrate’ means to focus one's full

attention on something, so its mnatural
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the option given. opposite is 'distract', which means to draw
attention away and break that focus.
'Continual' relates to how often something
happens rather than to  attention,
'preventable' means capable of being avoided,
and 'wise' describes good judgement, none of
which is the opposite of concentrating. So the
correct antonym of 'concentrate' is 'distract'.
EN- Match the following with correct | B) (a)-4 (b)-3 (c)-1 (d)-2 General  English ‘Brisk' (lively and quick) is opposed by 'dull
184 Antonyms Vocabulary (a-4); 'desperate’ (without hope) is opposed by
(@) brisk 'hopeful' (b-3); 'plaintive’ (mournful and sad)
(b) desperate is opposed by 'happy' (c-1); and 'praise' (to
L commend) is opposed by 'criticize' (d-2).
© plalnt?ve Matching each word to its true opposite in
@ praise this way produces exactly this set of pairs. So
1. happy the correct matching of antonyms is (a)-4,
2. criticize (b)-3, (c)-1, (d)-2.
3. hopeful
4. dull
EN- Select the correct prefix word for | A) ultra General English The prefix 'ultra-', meaning 'beyond', joins
185 'Violet' from the options given : Vocabulary with  'violet' to form ‘ultraviolet, the
established term for light lying just beyond
the violet end of the visible spectrum. 'Em-' is
used in words like 'embody’, 'super-' means
'above' as in 'supersonic', and 'in-' usually
means 'not' or 'into', none of which combines
with 'violet' to form a real word. So the
correct prefix is 'ultra-', giving "ultraviolet'.
EN- Pick a suitable prefix for the given | C) mis General  English The prefix 'mis-, meaning ‘wrongly’,
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186

word

Understand

from the given options

Vocabulary

combines with ‘'understand' to form

'misunderstand', meaning to interpret
something incorrectly. 'Re-' means 'again' as
in 'rewrite', 'ir-' means 'not' as in 'irregular’,
and 'sub-' means 'under' as in 'submarine’,
none of which forms a real word when joined
to 'understand'. So the correct prefix is 'mis-'.
This is covered in Class 8 English, Term 1,
Unit 3, "Being Safe," whose prefix table lists
'Mis- (wrong) — misbehave' alongside the

same set of negative prefixes.

187

Choose the correct tense form for the
following
If she works hard, she a

scholarship.

sentence.

C) will get

General

Grammar

English

This sentence follows the first conditional
pattern used for real, likely future situations:
"if" + present simple in the if-clause is paired
with "will" + base verb in the main clause, so
"If she works hard, she will get a scholarship"
correctly = matches the  present-simple
condition with a future result, unlike "would
get" (second conditional, unreal present),
"would have got" (third conditional, unreal
past), or "won't get" (a first-conditional form
but with a negative sense that reverses the
intended cause-and-effect). This is covered in
Class 8 English, Term 2, Unit 2, "My
Reminiscence", whose grammar notes on
Conditional Sentence Type 1 state that it
uses the simple present in the if-clause with

"will + infinitive" in the main clause.

EN-

Select the

correct tense.

D) had worked

General

English

This sentence is a third conditional, used for
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188

If you hard you would have

won the relay match.

Grammar

an unreal, hypothetical past situation and its
imagined past result, which requires "if" +
past perfect in the if-clause paired with
"would have" + past participle in the main
clause; since the main clause already gives
"'would have won", the if-clause must be "If
you had worked hard, you would have won
the relay match", ruling out the future form
"will work", the present "works", and the
participle "working"', which needs an
auxiliary to function as a verb at all. This is
covered in Class 8 English, Term 2, Unit 2,
"My Reminiscence", whose grammar notes on
Conditional Sentence Type 3 state that the if-
clause takes the past perfect while the main

clause takes "would + have + past participle".

189

Select the correct passive form of the

sentence

She had already sent the parcel

given.

B) The parcel had already

been sent by her

General

Grammar

English

To form the passive voice, the object of the
active sentence becomes the subject and the
verb changes to "be" + past participle while
the tense of the original sentence is
preserved; since the active sentence "She had
already sent the parcel" is in the past perfect
tense ("had sent"), its passive form must also
be past perfect, "had been sent", giving "The
parcel had already been sent by her", rather
than shifting to present perfect passive ("has
already been sent") or simple past passive
("was already sent"). This is covered in Class

12 English, Unit 3, "In Celebration of Being
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Alive", whose grammar notes on Active and
Passive Voice state that the tense of the verb
does not change when converting to the

passive.

EN-
190

Choose the correct Active Voice for the
given sentence

The rules should not be violated.

D) Nobody should violate

the rules.

General

Grammar

English

Converting a passive sentence back to active
voice requires supplying a logical subject to
perform the action while keeping the same
modal verb and the same negative sense;
"The rules should not be violated" becomes
active as "Nobody should violate the rules",
which preserves both "should" and the
prohibition by making "nobody" the one who
must not break the rules, unlike an
affirmative rewording ("You should violate..."),
an awkward double-negative order ("Anybody
should not..."), or a shift to a plain imperative
("Do not violate..."), which drops the modal
structure altogether. This is covered in Class
12 English, Unit 3, "In Celebration of Being
Alive", whose grammar notes on Active and
Passive Voice cover converting sentences
between the two voices while keeping the

same verb form and meaning.

EN-
191

Which of the following is suitable to
complete the meaning?

I stopped to him.

B) talking

General

Grammar

English

The verb "stop" changes meaning depending
on what follows it: "stop" + gerund ('-ing"

form) means to cease an ongoing activity,

while "stop" + infinitive ("to" + verb) means to
pause in order to do something else; since

the sentence describes ending an existing
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habit of talking to someone, it needs the
gerund "talking" ("I stopped talking to him"
means [ no longer talk to him), not the
infinitive "to talk" (which would mean
pausing in order to begin talking), the perfect
gerund "having talked" (which does not follow
"stopped" naturally), or the passive "being
talked" (which wrongly makes the speaker
the one talked about).

EN-
192

Someday people will of our

great exploits.

C) write

General English

Grammar

After the modal verb "will", English requires
the base form of the verb, so the blank needs
"write" (meaning to record something in
words), matching the sense of "Someday
people will write of our great exploits"; this
rules out "reads" (a third-person present
form) and "wrote" (a past-tense form), both
incompatible with "will', and also its
homophone "right", which sounds identical to
"write" but means correct or a direction
rather than the act of composing text. This is
covered in Class 9 English, Term 1, Unit 1,
"Goal Setting", whose vocabulary exercise on
homophones asks students to find the
homophone of "right" (i.e. "write"), the exact

word pair tested here.

EN-
193

Find out the error part in the given
sentence.

I found an one rupee coin / in the

A) I found an one rupee | General English

coin

Grammar

The error lies in the choice of article:
although "one" is spelled with a vowel, it is
pronounced with an initial consonant sound,

/w/, so it takes the article "a" rather than
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playground / while playing
A B C

"an", making the correct phrase "a one rupee
coin" and marking part A, "I found an one
rupee coin", as the error, while the
prepositional phrase "in the playground" and
the participial phrase "while playing" are both
correctly formed. This is covered in Class 9
English, Term 3, Unit 2, "A Birthday Letter",
whose grammar exercises include the
identical fill-in-the-blank sentence, "I found

one rupee coin in the playground
while playing", to test this consonant-sound

article rule.

EN-
194

Choose the correct article.
This has got to stop immediately;
Justice Mathematics said in

stern voice, rapping hammer

for silence in court.

C) a, the, the

General

Grammar

English

The first blank introduces the judge's voice
for the first time, so it takes the indefinite
article, "a stern voice"; the second and third
blanks refer to a specific, already-understood
object and place, the judge's own gavel and
the particular courtroom the scene is set in,
so both take the definite article, "the
hammer" and "the court", giving the sequence
a, the, the. This is covered in Class 6 English,
Term 3, Unit 4, "Brought to Book", whose
opening lines read almost word for word,
"This has got to stop immediately,” Justice
Mathematics said in a stern voice, rapping

the hammer for silence in the court.

EN-
195

Choose the correct preposition
Miranda hung her father

saying, "Why are you so ungentle"?

A) upon

General

Grammar

English

The phrasal verb "hang upon" means to cling
to someone or depend on them emotionally,

which is exactly the sense needed here as
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Miranda clings to her father while
questioning his harshness, so "Miranda hung
upon her father" is correct, unlike "hang on"
(to wait or grip physically), "in" (a plain
locational preposition with no idiomatic sense
of clinging), or the informal "hang with" (to
spend time with someone). This is covered in
Class 10 English, Unit 1, "The Tempest",
whose supplementary reader text uses this
exact line, "Miranda hung upon her father,"

saying, "Why are you so ungentle?"

196

Select the correct meaningful sentence

from the following.

D) News never comes too

late.

General

Grammar

English

"News" looks plural because it ends in "-s",
but it is an uncountable noun that is always
treated as grammatically singular, so it must
take the singular verb "comes", which is
exactly what makes "News never comes too
late" a correctly agreeing and meaningful
sentence, while the other options misapply
verb agreement to a mixed noun phrase, a
compound subject, or a collective noun. This
is covered in Class 10 English, Unit 6, "The
Last Lesson", whose grammar notes on tricky
subject-verb agreement give the identical
example, "News never comes too late", to

show that "news" takes a singular verb.

197

Pick out the complex sentence from

the given options.

B) One who does not love
one's country is a

wretched person

General

Grammar

English

A complex sentence contains exactly one
main clause joined to at least one
subordinate clause; here, "One ... is a

wretched person" is the main clause and
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"who does not love one's country” is a relative
(subordinate) clause describing "one", which
together form a complex sentence, unlike the
simple sentences in (a) and (c), which have
only one clause each, or the compound
sentence in (d), where two independent
clauses are joined by the coordinating
conjunction "and". This is covered in Class
10 English, Unit 7, "The Dying Detective",
whose grammar notes define a complex
sentence as one that has one main clause

and one or more subordinate clauses.

EN-
198

Find out what kind of sentence is | C) Complex
given below.

'If he is at home, I shall see him'.

General  English

Grammar

The sentence has two clauses: "If he is at
home" is a subordinate clause expressing a
condition, and "I shall see him" is the main
clause carrying the result, and a sentence
made up of one main clause plus one
subordinate clause is by definition complex,
unlike a simple sentence (one clause only), a
compound sentence (two independent
clauses joined by a coordinating conjunction
such as "and", "but", or 'or"), or an
imperative sentence (a command). This is
covered in Class 10 English, Unit 7, "The
Dying Detective', whose grammar notes
define a complex sentence as one main
clause combined with one or more
subordinate clauses, exactly the structure

this conditional sentence has.
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EN-
199

Combine the pairs of sentences by | B) I saw a wounded Tiger
choosing the correct sentence.

I saw a Tiger. It was wounded

General

Grammar

English

When two short sentences share a subject
and the second sentence merely adds a
descriptive detail about the first sentence's
object, that detail can be reduced to a single
adjective placed before the noun it describes;
"I saw a Tiger. It was wounded" combines this
way into "I saw a wounded Tiger", where
"'wounded" now modifies "Tiger" directly,
giving a neat, economical sentence rather
than the awkward, meaning-reversing, or
ungrammatical alternatives offered in the

other options.

EN-
200

Identify the correct Degree of | B) (1) Positive Degree (2)
Comparison : | Comparative Degree

(1) Very few people in this town are as
generous as Mr. Mohan.
(2) T cannot do anything better for you
than this.

General

Grammar

English

The positive degree of comparison uses the
pattern "as ... as" to state that two things are
equal without ranking one above the other,
as in sentence (1), "as generous as Mr.
Mohan", while the comparative degree uses "-
er ... than" or "better/worse ... than" to
compare exactly two things and rank one
above the other, as in sentence (2), "better ...
than this"; matching each sentence to its
structure gives (1) Positive Degree and (2)
Comparative Degree. This is covered in Class
12 English, Unit 5, "The Chair", whose
grammar notes on Degrees of Comparison
Transformation explain that the positive
degree uses structures like "as ... as" while
the comparative degree compares two objects

using "than".
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101

FOOCUTVS QSTLIHSTET - @&
GTEUGUEM S 2_Ql6mLN?

D) @ 2 6V5L0

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

The exam's own key only marks 'e(®H
2 &' as the  classification  for
HOIOCLMTVES  QSTLIBSTeT  without
naming it further, while the other three
options define classifications by a specific
shared basis: aflemer 2 auemln compares
based on shared action, LIWET 2 6l6MLD
compares based on shared benefit/effect, and
allgel 2 ealemld compares based on shared
shape/form. Since &ML (skill/manner)
describes the general way an action proceeds
rather than fitting any one of these three
named bases of comparison, the exam key
treats it as falling outside all three, leaving
the fourth option as the marked answer by

elimination.

TA-
102

L meugpld 2_alemnuilesr
QUITBSSLDOMET QUTHeneTS Q5ifley
Q&FWS.

e LUIUMT el eTemer

B) aO 58
alemyLiLieunlesr LI 6iTemerr

General Tamil

Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

The idiom ‘"eT@UUNTT ensLiLleTener”
(literally, "the child in the hands of the one
who lifted it") refers to a child raised by
someone other than its birth parent, a foster
or adopted child who remains within its
raiser's care and control, rather than
describing stubbornness, blanket obedience
to anyone, or simple obedience to the person
raising them, which are the senses of the

other options.

TA-
103

'gligiev  CHMHM BT T M6 .

B) L9 m &l emeor

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

In Tamil grammar, eflemer (verbs) fall into

two types based on who performs the action:
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TEUEUEMS  GUTSHHIWILD  6TaTLIENS

&Heuor L &.

SeTellemenr, where the subject carries out
the action itself, and Llmelemeor, where the
subject makes or causes another person to
perform the action (a causative construction),
often built with suffixes like -al/-L9 or helper
verbs such as GQ&Ul/emel/Licooreml. The
exam key classifies 'QU&6L  GHmHMI
QMBS OTMITET as an instance of such a
causative (LNmedlemeor) construction,
distinguishing it from gerallemeor (self-
performed action) and the other listed terms.

This is covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 1, the
lesson Q&ML @6V&H&H600TD  (Sentence
Grammar), which explains that L1melemeor is
marked by causative suffixes such as -efl/-L9

or auxiliary verbs like Q& UL, 606, LI6O0T S0,

TA-
104

LDEOTEOTTHHTHCETT 2 MIGHEHSHGE
FmenL @)6Vem6eVGUIT? 6TEITEIT UM S

6 60V 60T 6TEOTLICO S8 856007 LM &5.

D) Q& mTem Lol eor IT

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

Tamil interrogative sentences (eleoTiT) are
classified by the kind of answer they seek:
geueLallem poses a request or command in
question form, and SQQWelleTT expresses
doubt or uncertainty. The exam key classifies
DTG TS ST HEETT 2 BIGHEHEHGEF FHevL
@evemeuGWIM? under a further such
interrogative sub-type distinct from
galdalleorm and wellerm, since the
sentence poses an either/or framing about

the presence of uniforms rather than issuing
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a command or voicing plain doubt.

105

aflenL_&8sH MM
CHIHOSH S

LN edTeu(BLD
el eor el 6v) 60T
TDSIS.
ufleuyms) ereiTenild afemevor Licvevel
DG HS) [T 6 [T LD 60T
QOBHSSTSHSE

LD 60T 60T 60T
HTVEH 6L

FaULGRSTmS!.

D) Ueieval
DG&H S [T 6 [F L0 60T
STeVS5 T 6L
QAGLSBTHS
FamLUILMBLD

TSP

LD 60T 60T 60T

&if 6o 6ooT

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

In Tamil, when a statement contains a
specific piece of information, comprehension
can be tested by rewriting it as a question
that specifically elicits that exact piece of
usually with a

information, matching

ANeTTFQ M6 (question word) such as 6rgl,
Wy, or erliGUM&E. Here the statement

names 'Ufleugm&)' as the veena said to date

from Mahendravarman's time, and only

option D is built so that its answer
reproduces exactly this name (using ergl,
'which veena..."), while the other options are

(<D / @)6vemev)

answer would not itself supply this specific

yes/no questions whose
piece of information. This is covered in Class
12 Tamil, Unit 8, the lesson ereveum 2 Wl(HLD
Qsmpld, whose '@eL_&CHMM  alleorm
MG FH6)' exercise teaches exactly this
skill of building a question whose answer

matches a given statement's key fact.

TA-
106

NetTauld Q&ML  @)6V8 86005

SNMILIL - '2_600T ] & &) 6 600T 60T

C) Serenln

&l e 60T (L H W

R

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

A aflemerpmmi (finite verb) is built from
LGS (verb root) + &ITeVID (tense marker) + a
personal ending; in '@ _600Tj & Q6v0T6dT', the
ending -6T6dT marks HeOTeMID sp(HemLn (first
so its ©)6VEHSHETS

person singular, 'T),

@NILIL| (grammatical description) is &60T60IL0
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@@menln  aflemerwmmi, distinct from a
plural form such as '2_eorj &S5 GeurTld' (which
would carry a plural ending) or a
compound/adjectival reading of the word.

This is covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 1, the
lesson Q&ML @6v&&Heoorid,  which
repeatedly identifies the ending -eJ6dT/-6T60T
as the GHeaTeMld @B  allemeoTLpMH
AN&S.

TA-
107

(LD 6 (D W IT 60T QSTLI
emliNemenrs &ML B &.

D) &0 L[ &5 6rfl 66T
@ 5 [T 60T 60) LO LI LO T 60T

afgell emerwimrL_(
TWIHPeaIsILD

General

Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

In a Tamil noun phrase built from several
modifiers, the natural word order runs
2 flemioLl Quuwry (possessive) —
L uomd (adjective) — QuUWIF (head
noun) — any linking word that follows.
‘ST &Herfledr (possessive, 'of the Tamils')
must precede 'G&TeOTEMLIOWILDTEOT (adjective,
'ancient'), which must precede the head noun
‘efgellemeTwim_ @' (heroic sport), followed by
'GT(LD S (LDEUSILD'; only 'S LA Lo F &erfl6oT
G\ & IT60T60Y LD LI LD T 60T afyellemeTwimL_ (G
TS (PeUAILD' preserves this order, while
the other options scramble the possessive,

adjective, and noun out of sequence.

TA-
108

Q&FMMHE 66T RWHRIGLOSS
FflUmer @GM6T  eIlgeIld 2 6TeT

QFHTLMTESH H6evoT(Hh LD SHSI5.

D) & 60)600T G & T 61T €15
wmpesm@® QFialLl
2 ThI& 24 60T 60T

General

Tamil

Ilakkiyam (Literature)

The genuine Thirukkural, from the chapter

on Fraudulent Conduct (Kudaa Ozhukkam),
reads " 860 600T Q & TLY. &l wmpGasm@

QFauagE miG earer  allemerU()
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&l em 6ot LI ()

Q&TETITE

LIIT6eVITED

LMeUIT6L @ &ImemeL": though straight, an
arrow can cause harm, while though curved,
the neck of a yaazh (lute) gives sweetness,
likewise, a person's true nature must be
judged by their actions, not by outward
appearance. Option D alone preserves this
word sequence and sense correctly, while the
other options scramble the couplet's word
order. This is covered in Class 8 Tamil, Term
0, Unit 2, the Thirukkural lesson, which

teaches this exact couplet.

TA- &0 aflansgliL(R &S | A) SallIQ LR Eh&FLIT, | General Tamil Tamil 850 auflens (dictionary/alphabetical
109 TR WeIDHemM CHISE. | HTUICLTE, llakkanam (Grammar) | ordering) follows the standard sequence of
ST, @QbGﬁ]GTéS@, @(I'_F)QﬂQTE.S@, SQﬂGIDGGI', vowel-sign combinations after a consonant:
for words beginning with &, the order runs
SeULIQLIHEHELIT, Fellement, | Sl 60T LIMGIG6T, STUIemLD Bl < BT < 8 < & < 5 < &I, following the
SITUMBISET, STUGLIT6 fixed 2 UNJQWUW vowel-sign sequence.
Applying this to grulemld, HHeNeTEHS,
SAILQUGEHSLT, Helener, SIeTLMGISGET,
SMUIGUMeL places HUIQLIBEHEFLT (H6U)
first, then STWGCUMTE (&), HmaleTHG
(&), Bellemerr (§), SlOTUMRIGET (&), and
Sruilemin (&) last, giving option A as the

correctly ordered sequence.
TA- CaUfFQ&TEV ST M&. | B) 6T 5 S General Tamil A GaIFFQ&MeV (root word) is the smallest,
110 6 01 85 TedT llakkanam (Grammar) | further-indivisible base of a word, to which

tense and personal endings are added to
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build a complete finite verb; 6UMI&&T60T
(fried, past tense, third-person masculine) is
such a built-up form. Among the choices, the
exam key marks efm&g as the root form
underlying eUMIGSHMeT, rather than the
unrelated poison-related words
F@EH& / HEH&F 60T or the numeral-related LS.
This is covered in Class 7 Tamil, Term 1, Unit
3, the lesson QWSS @MBQWLMY, which
defines a GaUJFQ&M6V as a word that cannot
UGUS

using

be broken down into further

2 MILIL|&6ET (grammatical parts),

examples like LDJLD, 2_600T, and 6T(WDSI.

TA-
111

'Ly eTeirsmild
S60T60IL0

ST (G eNemeuT(mHenm 67L&,

GeUFQ&mev6dl 6T

RNGEQIN THJ&HMeVLD

D) U9 L1GL 6T

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

In Tamil, a ellemernm is built from LGS

(verb root) + &TeVLD @ eMLBlemev (tense infix)
+ a personal ending; the future tense is
regularly marked by inserting the infix -L1Ll-
/-6l- between the root and the ending. From
the root UG ('to study'), adding the future
infix -UILI- and the SHeTemnld HenD (1)
ending -gJ60T gives LIIQLIGLIeT (1 will study’),
whereas uuw's@(%ma’rr is present tense,
U LIGUMD is future but plural (‘we'), and
L1q @& 60T is not a valid Tamil verb form. This
is covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 1, the lesson

QBITLY @6v&&euorld, which lists 6/
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among the 6IHIHTL GO IBlEDICVSET
(future-tense infixes) alongside the &6oTemLD

@enLn allemeTWMM ending -676dT.

TA- Frflwmer QUITHET SHLD @QTWSS! | B) LS - eumeT General Tamil In the "single letter as a complete word"
112 Q@ QLo H-S] Uﬁ]GU)GUI’E, CE 5. Sollarivu (Vocabulary) (orezhuthu orumozhi) category of classical
Tamil grammar, the single syllable "LS§"
carries the meaning ‘"sword" (GUITE),
distinguishing it from "€G&%" (which classically
means honey/deity), "g" (which means
arrow), and "&SM" (which functions as an
imperative meaning "give").
TA- QT W& S @GAWTWEGHlw | D) (a)-4 (b)-3 (c)-2 (d)-1 General Tamil Each single-letter word in classical Tamil
113 ED‘]U_II'I'GOT QUITBemET é{g_ﬂ,&}@l Sollarivu (Vocabulary) carries its own fixed meaning: "6émL" means
6)5]6?5)I_6?5)U_I5 QEJUC]Q-I QAFUIE. youth/freshness, "GL0" means love/affection,
"ém6d" means to place, and "&l" means to eat,
(@) ou giving the correct match (a)-4, (b)-3, (c)-2, (d)-
(b) GLo 1.
(o) 606
(d) &l
1. ® 6007
2. LD
3. 3|600TL|
4. @ 6TemLD
TA- Lereu@dld mHevF QFTsNEE | C) DM [EFEF General Tamil The coined Tamil equivalent for the English
114 @eveTwiTeaT  SADE  OF T Sollarivu (Vocabulary) | word '"Renaissance” is "LOMILOGV JEaR"
(literally, ‘"re-blossoming"), capturing the
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Qsifley

'Renaissance'

QEFUS.

sense of a renewed flowering or resurgence,

distinguishing it from "L (B (HeIMHSELD"

(reconstruction) and "L 6ITE [5 & 6t 60T"
(rethinking), which correspond to different

English concepts.

TA-
115

QLT (B WI T 60T

&Heoor L &.

(3) 60)600T 60) LI LI &>

A) sevailev B IT 6T

2 ElHH - WITWHS

UMTFmoLWm

General Tamil

Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

Among the four idiom-and-meaning pairings
offered, only option A correctly matches its
traditional phrase to its true figurative sense,
while the pairings in options B, C, and D
each attach to the given phrase a meaning
that

properly belongs to a different

expression.

TA-
116

FltINenLLmbHs
CHIHOSH S T(HSIS.

QEHTLTS

D) sLH&mTuUllev 2 L&
STUFHFS
BFOLQUOB DS ;

LDemev Ll UGS Herley

enevll LU F&EBLD Hlev

L& S el eor 2 1p6ey &
QT aiib
15 60) L_G) LI 01 ) 66T (D 60T .

General Tamil

Ilakkanam (Grammar)

In Tamil orthography, when a word ending in

the object-case marker & (@ I60OTLITLD
GaummiemLn) or the plural marker -&%6T is
followed by a word beginning with a
au6vedleoTid (hard consonant such as &, &, 5,
L), that initial consonant must double
(eueveSleotid LG LD). Applying this rule, 2 L]
+ SHMUUFHSGSE must be written '2 L&
and LWeMeVLlI UGH&HeT +
2 pals

Qs midlevd must double similarly, giving the

GMLUFSHSH6,
UwlfseT/Blev UGHseflar  +
sentence '&LMH&HOTUN6L

fully correct

2 I4s& SMUFHSH BOLQUNIRMS;
wenevll LUGHSefley Wwemevll LUNFHEHLD

Blev UGHG&efler 2 el smSlad
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BOLQUMGeTmeor', unlike the other
options, each of which omits one or more of
these required doublings. This is covered in
Class 9 Tamil, Unit 3, the lesson 6u6vV6Sl6oTLD
& @LTIG6T, which teaches exactly this

doubling rule.

TA- HEUMITEOT () 60)600T 60 UG &600T L 1)1 5. A) (pyeoor] - 2 LetUmL (@ | General Tamil - | "woeofl” is a classical Tamil word meaning
117 Sollarivu (Vocabulary) | opposition or contradiction, so pairing it with
"D et ®" (agreement/consent),
effectively its opposite, is the mismatched
pair here, whereas "LIGT6T&LID" (meaning
snake), "B&LD" (which also carries the
meaning "mountain"), and "@&FMMLD" (paired
correctly with its intended sense) are all
genuinely matching word-meaning pairs.
TA- QUMTBHSSIS C) (a)-3 (b)-4 (c)-1 (d)-2 General Tamil - | In this matching exercise, each Sangam-era
118 (@) WL () Aasiriyar Nool (Author | ©F classical Tamil text carries a traditional
o) u|;|_q_6-0-|-|jur|-gm6u and Work) alternate name reflecting its content:
WML ({ is matched here with
() BITeVLg Iy QlEHF QBGWLUTL (), UL IgeTLILTem6e with
(d) QeudMlCeuens: QBEGFTHMILILNL, BIQWTT  with
1. 150156 & IT60) BOIHOSTNS, and QeubHMIGaMens with
2. @66 TeooT GeUGLD Geuermetor GeusLD, giving the matched set (a)-
3. QUEHH QB@EWLUTL 3, (b)-4, (c)-1, (d)-2 as tested here.
4. QBHEFFTHOILILIETL
TA- QUMTBS SIS A) (a)-4 (b)-1 (c)-2 (d)-3 General Tamil - | Tamil scholars and writers are often
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119

a) SIS SIemM
b) LIIT [T &6 IT W 60T
c) LeoT@LomLdlL

d) Q& mevedl et

Lieveury
QFevaUF
SBETOTFIDUBST
SILUTSITWITH

Gzl eTemer gm.Ll.

. SoflBTWELD 19 56T

Aasiriyar Nool (Author
and Work)

remembered by descriptive epithets reflecting

their special contribution: &eoflBTWISLD
919 &6T, a Christian priest-scholar devoted
to Tamil studies, is honoured with the title
S G HIM; HHETEOTFIUBS] is called
LIIT [y &6 T ULI60T; SILIUTS ST WITI,

known for his command of many languages,

&IT.

is honoured as UeTQWMELI LjeveuF; and
gr.U. GglifeTemer, celebrated for his
felicity with words, is honoured as
QFmeLelledT @&eveuF. This
matched set (a)-4, (b)-1, (¢)-2, (d)-3. This is

gives  the
covered in Class 10 Tamil, Unit 1, the lesson
umeumesory UMFemaiuley SLDFQFT
6UeITLD (which

names &IT.

SLIUTS ST WITH as LIeorQmSL
Levaulj) and Class 7 Tamil, Term 1, Unit 3,
the lesson &LILGTL QW SLALPF (which
gm.l. GxgilleTemar  as

honours

QFMELENET QF6L6UT).

TA-
120

SIELIGBEISTLLNWLD
QFTMHRMTEmL
GSMILLCLeur

6T 60T 8BI LD

&L 2 emnyuilev

B) bWlenewB TS T

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

The term SWAUGERIGTUAWID (the five
great epics' of Tamil - HelILGH&TID,
FousF HS Mool

QUEETWIMLS), and @eoor_euC&HF) was first

L0600 1 GLO & 60)6V,

used by the commentator LOUNEMEUBITSHT in

his 2 emJ (commentary), distinguishing him
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from other classical commentators &6 (pITeor
(Wevfleury, LIS BTaI6VT, and
@e6TbL,Feoorj. This is covered in Class 12
Tamil, Unit 6, the lesson @QJGU)EB Semmedlwl
FalD, whose '@ QVHGHEUNS CHTEH Q&TET
exercise poses this exact question with the

answer key 9y) LDWlemeLBTSIT.

TA- "GITOLD" T QFTeme | C) GLIQeauLLILF General Tamil - Mozhi | Per the exam key, the term &JmilLid (an
121 WHETLPSH 60 &ML Loy Varalaru (Language | early form of the word later refined into
History) S rmeilLid) was first  used by
@ifl@euLlLf, distinguishing this early
usage from other early European figures
associated with Tamil/Dravidian studies,
such as amGumel. urSrlwry and

GamITIj & & 60T.
TA- BTWESEST &M FMHUE HevsHS | B) @Umew&ealrld | General Tamil - Arivu | The Ramanathaswamy temple at
122 TOSSISSTL LTS @ESI&DG)_IQJ QLI EICSTUl b (Tamil GK) Rameswaram, famed for its long pillared

corridors and richly carved pillars, stands as
a celebrated example of Nayak-period
sculptural art, unlike the Thanjavur Big
Temple (built under the Chola king Rajaraja
I), the Srirangam temple at Tiruchi (built up
by rulers across many periods), or the
Kanchipuram temples (built under the
Pallavas). This is covered in Class 9 Tamil,
Term O, Unit 6, the Sirpakkalai (Sculpture)

lesson, which names the Nayak-era
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mandapams and cites Rameswaram's great

temple among such Nayak-period
constructions.
TA- 'BHUNSSIL' 67HSH WL LHSHGFW | C) CHalTmLLLd General Tamil - Arivu | "Thevaluthu" is the name of the percussion
123 Q&S 5 maei? (Tamil GK) instrument (a type of parai frame-drum)
associated specifically with Thevaraattam, a
folk dance form of southern Tamil Nadu,
distinguishing it from Mayilaattam (peacock-
costume dance), Oyilaattam (danced while
waving  coloured cloth  strips), and
Kaavadiyaattam (the  Murugan-devotion
dance performed carrying kaavadi).
TA- "Yemevem .  enlp&IL  QumleSlem | B) GUTM @h T 2| 600 600T IT General Tamil - | This affectionate letter addressed to "gLDLN"
124 2 euallLl llakkiyam (Literature) (younger brother), describing scenes of
Q I_II'I'GTSTGOTGOﬂ@ Qe " EJ@QMLEJ bathing in streams and . wandfaring t.hrough
flower-decked groves, is written in the
Lye00 (B) informal, endearing register for which
SeoflQmPCU) B SHeflbH e &0 Perarignar Anna's prose was distinctly
ST AW eneord: known, unlike Kalaignar Karunanidhi's terse
. . B literary style, Rajaji's formal prose, or Mu.
5600 @) LD@I&DQI Quin Varadharasanar's pure-Tamil idiom. This is
5]6‘076UU_ILb(36)_I covered in Class 9 Tamil, Term O, Unit 8, the
@ BHCH60T", eTeoT M AN IR EE3E T Yappilakkanam lesson, which lists
HIQ5LD 6T WU "$I0L986@&" among Perarignar Anna's well-
known prose writings.
TA- "@@558561):011_ (gLr)rru'Ja';@a'; @I&DITU._I D) a;ﬂ')mn'gmhg General Tamil - | In this Tamil idiom about giving "kuzhaai" for
125 Sollarivu (Vocabulary) a diagnosed ailment, "@LPMUlI" is a traditional

Qamh" @5esmLfld 'Gmil

6TEOTEDILD eLN6O 60V &5

folk name for the aloe vera plant
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(BmMmTenLp), a well-known home-remedy
herb, distinguishing it from Kathirvempilai
(Eclipta), Kuppaimeni (Acalypha, used for
skin ailments), and Thoothuvalai (Solanum

trilobatum, used for cough and cold).

126

QUTHSSIS

(
(
(
(

—_

a) 3 600T 60 600T WSS &L
b) L6V EBT
c) L1600T L &

d) LOGNIT 60T

@omwruilyn
mervmdl
Crasm® eWllygF &LLId
FUP&HS
@ LI 6ot

&560T 60T T[T GUGVIT
&evall

. LUMMGIBITU LD(HE SI61LD60)60T

C) (a)-4 (b)-1 (c)-2 (d)-3

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

Each social-reform figure listed here is

remembered for a specific area of work:
S|6OOTEETT (NG SFIQ UL &L is linked to a
hospital for leprosy patients (LMHMGHTUI
ePeUET  @Imumuilyid
(eeusury gmomAfsin) campaigned for the
CeausTd ulliyg
Abolition  Act);

LO([H &S S!6ULD6DI60T);
FLLLD (Devadasi
Lieoorlg & omerumidl s
remembered as a social volunteer; and
Loemeor is linked to women's education,
giving the matched set (a)-4, (b)-1, (¢)-2, (d)-3.
This is covered in Class 8 Social Science
(Tamil Unit 8, the
CxmmIlD
Quetorseaflar  Blemev,

medium), chapter
QBSHIWIL]

names

SITEVMHIG 6T
which
eausury  gmomAfsnh  as  a  leading
campaigner for the GHaUsMH eElILEF

FLLLD.

127

SO QERWSHO 'LevelTUl
6T 60T 891 LD

QUITBHSILD.

QuIwIy @) 668, ([H& G LD

C) ng ey

General Tamil -

Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

"9QLEVAIITUI" is a classical honorific name for

Madurai, tied to the Sundareswarar

(Sokkanathar) temple and city in Tamil

literary tradition, distinguishing it from Nellai
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(Tirunelveli, on the Thamirabarani), Tiruchi
(on the Kaveri), and Kaveripoompattinam
(known by its own special name, "Pugar").
This is covered in Class 10 Tamil, Term O,
Unit 4, the "Thiruvilaiyadal Puranam" lesson,
which

explicitly glosses "&peUeUTUI" as

meaning Madurai.

TA- %rﬁ]@ N 9T mev, 'eumuliLl le;@g: A) QU U‘] Wi U- General Tamil - Mozhi | Under British colonial rule, the
128 FULSHT epeuld GLeneuwesiser Varalaru (Language | UmWULLL{HF FLLLID (gagging order) was
. . . i used to bar a rousing public speaker from
&U@UJGU CUEESLTSI eTETD) HemL o~ addressing political ga%hirings; pir the exam
Qﬁ]@ésasu LLLeuy U_IITIj'? key, this ban was imposed on QuUIlWMF
(E.V. Ramasamy) because of the mass fervour
his speeches provoked against colonial rule,
distinguishing him from the other Tamil
leaders D.@QUIT. FlelEpITeoriD,
(DS ST TLOEONBIGEOTTIT, and L.
SSQUMeTHSLD.

TA- "@eTm BT 2 eoTFHHVCMD | A) LT @h [T 2 evorevor m | General Tamil _ | This Pongal-day address, which affectionately
129 Q')Lbl_(l]! o Q') 560607 Ilakkiyam (Literature) calls out ”Q’;Lblﬁ]!" and speaks of shared
hardshi iving way to festive joy in the
@]6('5[66[@35'5@ oLl Gev plain, iztiriategregijcer of spokei yTamil, is
& 60T 60T ULILIL LG (HLIGLIMTLD, QBsL characteristic of Perarignar Anna's distinctive
Qummism L& Brefley LG oratorical style, unlike Ra.pi. Sethupillai's
BLOSGE R D& 59 ay" 6T6oT Ml refined professorial prose, Gandhi's speeches
e IT[_T')m]U_IG)_I Ij'? on the freedom movement, or Mu.

Varadharasanar's classical Tamil idiom.
TA- Q&eTenflll LIMMI LDMMID eNnenT&s | C) sall @ FGrm@ | General Tamil - | Erode Thamizhanban is celebrated as a
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130

et LS W ellgeaumsefled sullpss
HN e & &H6T HHGHeUT?

& L] Lp 66T LI 66T

llakkiyam (Literature)

modern Tamil poet who experimented with
and introduced brand-new short poetic forms
into Tamil verse, much as he is credited
elsewhere with bringing Haiku, Senryu and
the hybrid Limeréno&dn form into Tamil,
unlike Kavikko Abdul Rahman (known for
"Paalveedhi", "Aalapanai'), Kavi Arasu Mu.
Metha (known for "Oorvalam", "Kanneer
Poakkal"), or Rabindranath Tagore (the
Bengali poet of "Gitanjali"). This is covered in
Class 9 Tamil, Term O, Unit 1, the
"Thamizhoviyam" lesson (his own poetry
collection), and Class 11 Advance Tamil,
Term O, Unit 1 (Kavithaiyiyal), which credits
him with introducing new short poetic forms
such as Haiku, Senryu and Limeren:&&a

into Tamil.

TA-
131

'Umeuev  LDeoorl'  eTedTemild LI LD

QUMM HellEpF?

C)

SHelley | General Tamil -

6L IT 60011 & IT & 60T

Aasiriyar Nool (Author
and Work)

)T 6001 & I & 60T (born TBISGEFTL
qSHITFS), a poet who followed in
UMTHST&F60's poetic tradition, is honoured
with the special title LTeueVF LD6vOf],
distinguishing him from other poets given
different honorific titles, such as &I&IT
(2_eu&HenLnG &all@p), LTS &m& 6ot
himself (UTGUBSY), and (WIQWITF6OT
(known by other titles).

TA-

SIS STl QB 6oTTeY D

B)

yeuenor HTI&HF | General Tamil - Mozhi

Per the exam key, the fact that Tamil

manuscripts and records survive carefully
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132 QeUETETS S T TAILD BTLGMLIL - e..Geu. | Varalaru (Language | preserved in the distant city of Paris despite
LTS &aUILL L Teulh FTABTST History) the ravages of fire and flood elsewhere is
. . . recorded in the personal diary
SIDAUSPAITTBISET  ASTmEE (QpeueoTHTIHE BILGMILL) of 2 .Gel.
2 etem B&HEIWTer UTHIH6 W&ean FmlBrsy, the scholar renowned for
UMTSI&STEHESUULGHIL rediscovering and printing lost Sangam-era
LT D‘] SELIU @@ (D 60T 6T60T M) palm-leaf texts, distinguishing this source
ess  eideury. from &FR&E @e&ESH WD/ GWLIlLUTCLE,
UmBrerg/UflGeangsens, and
[HE0T &6V / 831, GLIMmLL.
TA- QQYWSHTHEHOT @QWOHMTES Hmiemnal | D) LS W almyLiL &6 General Tamil - | Q®WsTHSH6ET (1934-2015), a major modern
133 TSP Aasiriyar Nool (Author | Tamil short-story and novel writer, is credited
and Work) with works such as GBELIL|eT6 (rendered
here as GMBSLLD), 9IMLD, and WEHFHS); the
exam Kkey identifies LUSIW UMFLILIG6T as a
work he did not write, making it the correct
answer to this exclusion-type question.
TA- 21,6007 60) L0 Ul 60T FnlJ6mLD 6TeoT | D) 2.Mm &l 6o M & | General Tamil - | Thiruvalluvar, in the chapter on Cherishing
134 @@QJQT@G).IIJ’ GI'Q')GU)GUI'éS 2 Say 5@ Ilakkiyam (Literature) One's Kin (Sutrandhal), teaches that caring
for and supporting one's own relatives is the
Fo P MTH?

sharpest test of true manliness, not helping
travellers on the road (a virtue of hospitality),
aiding one's enemies, or helping the
indifferent, which belong to different ethical
contexts. This is covered in Class 7 Tamil,
Term 2, Unit 3,

which teaches the Sutrandhal (Cherishing

the Thirukkural lesson,

One's Kin) chapter.
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135

PGV - @6VEHSHETEH GMILIL] H(IH5.

A) QT HeuwWr

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

A QamE@Mm@uUWF (verbal noun) is a noun
formed from a verb root to name the action
itself, typically using suffixes like -&6V/-
&H6V/-6; (W&H (from the root 2, 'to
rot/decay’) names the action of decaying, so
its @evssenrs GMILIL is QAsMEHALWIF,
unlike efeMETQWEFID (an incomplete verb
form awaiting another verb),
aflemeuTWmevememTU|d QUWIF (a finite-verb
form naming the doer of an action), or
LeooT &R &Mend (a compound naming a
quality). This is covered in Class 7 Tamil,
Term 2, Unit 3, the lesson Q&TEMHGQLIWIT,
which defines this -&60/-&60 noun-from-verb

formation.

TA-
136

FmEGmeflear  Fflwmer  wWiflenwl
Q& mevor (b Blemmey QFUIS.

'BLWMB QUITWTT SWOTT RHE SV
?

A) 6L 600T 600T LO W1 &

GTELEVITLD SHEM6V

General Tamil

llakkiyam (Literature)

This Thirukkural teaches that treating those
who are greater than oneself with the same
warmth and duty one shows one's own kin is
reckoned the foremost of all virtuous
qualities; the given second line alone
completes the couplet's metre and sense
correctly, while the other three options
belong to different, unrelated couplets and

disrupt the intended meaning.

TA-
137

& LD LIS ] 600T 60) 60T 6TLILYLD
STLF W HeOoTLLIGT BlMISSIG&L0D

FhHSLD )

C) 2 WEHESWLITE
orgl, wbrh QY&EGLWD
RED ROF

General Tamil

Ilakkiyam (Literature)

In the Kumbakarna Vadhai Padalam of
Kamba Ramayanam, Kambar describes the
deafening din used to rouse the sleeping

giant Kumbakarna through a metre whose
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very rhythm mimics the sound of a pestle
pounding again and again, alternately, like
thunder rolling from one end of the world to
the other, not the clash of colliding clouds,
temple drums, or a single plain simile. This is
covered in Class 10 Tamil, Term O, Unit 5,
which

explicitly notes that this passage's metre,

the Kambaramayanam  lesson,

built on the sound of alternating pestle-

blows, brings the scene of waking

Kumbakarna vividly before the reader.

TA- LNeTeu(BLD LIML 6V 6THS LIQ WLeven&:& | B) QLOUILILILLD General Tamil In classical Tamil poetics, a simile (2_6U6mLD)
138 FIIBSS TOTLUMS ST MBS llakkanam (Grammar) |can be built on different bases of
. resemblance: a QUL LD (or
FflWmeTemeudmenm
. @LUlujeulnld) compares two things purely
THHOH SIS, . .
by their physical shape or form. In the
WITT60) 60T 5 60T G)JI'I'U_Iﬁ]m ©1 & 600T L quoted S|&EBHTEATM verse, the elephant's
euedlGs L SL60& trunk moving over a hillock is likened to a
@6‘61'@“_] UL est (ef:3 FI'GO"I'QJ " snake gliding over it purely because of the
) (QJESLb 391:11-12) matching physical shape and movement,
making this a QuwuWUuLLd, unlike
aflemeoTlILILID (a simile based on shared
action) or LIWGTLILLID (a simile based on
shared benefit/effect).
TA- SNBSS TN U 6L (PevemevsS | B) G&Fmipeor | General Tamil Among the Sangam poets associated with
139 &) 66007 5 G L LIML 608606 | 5608 (5 &8 [ 66T Ilakkiyam (Literature) particular thinais (poetic landscapes) in

Qummlweienrs Qe Q&FuIs.

Kalithogai, the Mullai (pastoral) poems are

attributed to Cholan Nalluruthiran,
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distinguishing him from Nallanthuvanar
(author of the Neithal/coastal kali poems),
Seraman Perungadungo (author of the
Paalai/desert kali poems), and Ilanagaanar
of the

each associated with a different

(author Marudham/riverine kali
poems),

thinai's poems in this anthology.

140

'‘F@ 6D’ - @FQFTeVENET QUITIH6T. | D) HemeuLILITen &

General Tamil

Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

This classical Tamil word denotes the turban

or headgear wound around the head

(BemeulILIMena), distinguishing it from
"(WIFLD" (a type of drum), "2eT6OTMIGSHTEL" (a

walking staff), and "G&FmMLOLIEV" (laziness).

TA-
141

G| [JTesorLDd @6UaIHenL W | D) 9| L|e0&TH LD

2 HallWmel BlemmGeuMm&

General Tamil

Ilakkiyam (Literature)

Seerapuranam, Umaruppulavar's epic on the
life of the Prophet, was undertaken at the
request of the Valla
Seethakkathi, and Abul Qasim Maraikkayar

wealthy patron

is likewise recorded as a patron who

supported Umaruppulavar in this work,
distinguishing him from Abdul Khadir and
Abdul Samad, names not linked to this
history. This is covered in Class 11 Tamil,
Term O, Unit 5, the Seerapuranam lesson,
which names both Seethakkathi and Abul

Qasim Maraikkayar as the poet's patrons.

142

@ revorigTevor(h  Q&H6ET G&HMTEoTL | B) 6T(LREM S

WImev Q&TH&H&LILIGILD

QEFUIU6T UM & & 600T6001 L& LD.

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

A Gevoteoufl is a short Tamil verse form
composed in two-line stanzas, the two lines
linked together by 6T&l6m& (rhyme); this two-

line, rhyme-bound structure is what defines
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a poem as &600T600fl, as distinct from devices

like G@OmemenT (initial-letter repetition),
@emuwiL] (final-syllable rhyme), or 6€hH2 (a
metrical elision device), none of which
describe an overall verse structure. This is
covered in Class 6 Tamil, Term 3, Unit 2, the
lesson LIFMTLTE &evoreootl, which explicitly
eeTugl  @uevor(h
g sefley UMLLIU@GM  UTLevelens (a

states '&5600T 6001 1"

Kanni is a verse-type composed in two lines).

TA- QUITHSH SIS A) (a)-4 (b)-5 (c)-2 (d)-3 (e)- | General Tamil Each classical word carries its own fixed
143 (@) efaiiy | 1 Sollarivu (Vocabulary) | meaning: "efl&lL" means sky, "Sl60e"
(b) Siemey means a weighing beam/lever, "86VlD" means
. a ship or vessel, "%60M" means elephant,
(c) &Hevln .
and "LDHULY" means a tusk/horn, giving the
(d) 86001 correct match (a)-4, (b)-5, ()-2, (d)-3, (¢)-1.
(e) LO@BLILY
1. 555D
2. QBMHLIL
3. WIIT60) 60T
4. GUITEOTLD
5. SIVTHECHTE
TA- G & 5 60) 60T N &G EH6T | D) & mm] LEHWLD General Tamil Keerthanai (devotional song-poems) is
144 @Gfﬂ'ml'l'@Lb. Ilakkiyam (Literature) classified as one of the Sitrilakkiyam (minor

literary forms), distinct from Sangam

literature (the ancient
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Ettuthogai/Pathuppaattu corpus), Neethi
Ilakkiyam (didactic/moral works), and Bhakti
llakkiyam (devotional hymn literature) as
broader categories, since Keerthanai is
specifically one of the many named sub-
genres classed under Sitrilakkiyam. This is
covered in Class 11 Advance Tamil, Term O,
Unit 1, the Kavithaiyiyal lesson, which
explicitly states that Keerthanai is one of the

Sitrilakkiyam types.

TA-
145

'QBHETIONMEIG - G085 WSIss.

B) Q60T + LOMTHIG

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

Splitting a fused Tamil word into its original
components means reversing the sound-
changes made during L|eooTf &8 (sandhi); the
exam key analyses Q&6TLOMMIG as formed
from Q&6T + LOMMGIE, two independent
elements that fuse at their junction under
standard sandhi to give the single surface
form, rather than being split into components
built around G&edT (honey), which do not
match the word's actual formation. This is
covered in Class 11 Tamil, Unit 2, the lesson
HeooTJ&FFR eNH 86T, which teaches how to
reverse sandhi changes to recover a

compound word's original components.

TA-
146

6TeoTeufl60  EMLDGEVIDGBLITEY  6TTHIEGLD

FeMQUTHemET 2 6Terfley HIMHCH

2 el bgs  GUTMMGCT

B) QLEETLH&F

F 557

General Tamil

Ilakkiyam (Literature)

This verse, praising the divine light hidden
everywhere the way oil is hidden within a
sesame seed, and wurging the reader to

inwardly worship and become aware of it, is a
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_ @LILITL6V1g 60U @uw lj)m]U_IG)_IIj' well-known  composition of Idaikkattu
- @,Q'),QSU' ST, Siddhar, distinguishing him from Kulambai
Siddhar (known for other standalone verses),
Pambatti Siddhar (known for the "Aadaai
Paambe" refrain), and Thirumoolar (author of
Thirumandiram). This is covered in Class 11
Advance Tamil, Term O, Unit 1, the
Kavithaiyiyal lesson, which quotes this very

poem under Idaikkattu Siddhar's name.

TA- "G\ (B LIL6VeVTeooT(H" LIMLQ WeUF? C) Quiflwipeury General Tamil - | Among the twelve Vaishnavite <Lpeumy
147 Aasiriyar Nool (Author | saints, each is linked to specific hymns:
and Work) GVCFHIMPAITT composed GLIIHLOTET

FmLomLl, 1,600T L_IT6T composed

FpLUUTma and BTFAWTT HGELWMY,
and G\ (IH LI LI T 00T TLDGU T composed
e mHLNTTer. HLLIeeuTeror(®), the
very first hymn of the Brevmuilyg HeuedlwiL]
WoubsLd, was composed by
Quilwmpeury, which is why it is grouped
as part of QUIlWMpeuTT HBQWM. This
is covered in Class 12 Advanced Tamil, Unit
1, the lesson &Selemguiwley, which lists

H(pLILI6vevTevor(h alongside QuUIflWIMLpEUTT

FHmALmLdl.
TA- SHLECF6TT, QUUi, UTEFT | A) B GHTYSHEHETEFT General Tamil - | BGBTUGESHETEFT (2IL1UJ), one of the four
148 TETEID  QUWIHEET G &TeuoTL Aasiriyar Nool (Author | foremost em&el [BTWETIOMT saints, was
and Work) originally a Jain monk named &H@HLOGFeoT)
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F6U |LQ UIITIT.

before returning to Saivism; he came to be
honoured with further titles such as &LILIT
(father') and eum&&J (‘master of speech)),
distinguishing him from the  other
BTWETIOMI&ET FOUBST, &HbHSTF, and
IDMeoll&&aITFES, each remembered by

different epithets and different major works.

149

'SLAlD
GTEOTMEMLN&H S LILI(HILD

@Qummlwely wryg?

eLpeumuilyin'

BTeney

D) HGepevy

General Tamil -
Aasiriyar Nool (Author
and Work)

H@mewnevy, one of the  sixty-three
BTUWETLOMY saints and also counted among
the UBQeTewT HFHSHIHET, composed
HBLUBH TN, a work of three thousand
(epeumulyin) verses on Saiva philosophy;
because of  this exact verse-count,
H(BLBH T came to be popularly called
AL epeumulyin. This is covered in Class 8
Tamil, Unit 8, the lesson &eTGM GH6VID,
which states that H@ewwevy @uimniwl
FHULHHTD epamuillFd LTL65&6m6TS
Q@&meorL gl (the Thirumandiram composed

by Thirumular has three thousand verses).

150

'&Mflend sHmE salum@ e ain

GUAGemal Q&TLLIY LemplpliLigl

GLoev' Q) S5Q&TLI.

UTEHWILN?

6TeU UGS

B) salensd eWwaleug
) gF-

General Tamil -

llakkiyam (Literature)

The saying "srifleng HMHMIG
salluThaSain Cuiflens Q&ML
NempliLig Gev" (better to earn a living
beating a drum than to labour through
mastering the Yaapparungalakkaarigai's
metrical rules to compose verse) is a

traditional remark on how demanding it is to
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learn prosody before one can write poetry,
meaning that composing poetry is genuinely
difficult, not that it is easy, unnecessary, or
that drumming itself is the point. This is
covered in Class 11 Advance Tamil, Term O,
Unit 4, the Ilakkana Varalaru (History of
Grammar) lesson, which quotes this exact
saying and poses this same question about

its meaning.

TA-
151

2AGOUWT
LpQurdlenwsd CHTe] Q&Fuls.

LWeTUHSSILLTS

D) FreIlh GpemlnerlFy
569 &CSITaT &5 6L M6V

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

Q&G UWT (metonymy) occurs when the
name of one thing is used to refer to

something closely associated with it rather

than the thing itself. In 'SSHH6V
QUEMETWIMSS SBILUSE eUemaTWLOM?', the
numbers hSI/BVOLG stand for age

‘el Geugld
Leuaw &GS, 2,60/Calev (banyan/neem)

(five/fifty  years); in

stand for tooth-cleaning twigs cut from those
trees - both genuine uses of QLG LIWIJ.
'BITERILD
F5605CHTeTI&HE6em6y’, however, contains

GLpeLD6TUIT

no such substitution of an associated object's
name for another thing, making it the
proverb without @L,@&G@UWIJ. This is covered
in Class 7 Tamil, Term 3, Unit 3, the lesson
Q&QUWI, which defines this device and

gives similar examples of a name standing for
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an associated object.

152

"LITeoT(HLD  GSHMHIG 6T  [HETET60rLD
&HaIBBl", @6ueulquilev @LLD

QUIMMIGTET 61516008 66T

B) QUM LIQLWen s

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

678608 (rhyme) in Tamil verse means the
second letter of each & (metrical foot)
matches across the line; when this second-
letter match occurs specifically between the
first and third &J of a line, rather than
running through every &, the resulting
pattern is termed QUMPALOUGIENS, as
distinct from (WMHGOMSIenNd (rhyme across
every &), Snemlp 6TH6M& (rhyme confined
to the line's closing FF&6T), or eehH
6T&len& (rthyme skipping one &[J). In the
quoted line, the matching second letter
recurs between the first and third &1, which
the exam key identifies as
QUTEILIQUGIenS. This is covered in Class
9 Tamil, Unit 8, the lesson
wmliYevggeoorid, which defines eTglen&:s

G&MemL and its sub-types.

TA-
153

PHW Geflfhg SHLIDLIAITSHNS
Al @emmelet HBRIGeTmeor. -

6TEUEUED & 6UME B WILD?

D) 5601 )l 60 60T

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

SeoTellement describes an action performed by
the subject itself with no outside cause, while
Wmellemeor is a causative in which the
subject makes someone else perform the
action. In '&600T6U6dT BLBSHM60T (Gunavan
walked), Gunavan performs the walking
himself with no causative agent involved, so

this is Seorellemenr, unlike a causative form
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such as 'BLSHeTmer (made [someone]
walk), which would be Llmeleneor. This is
covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 1, the lesson
QBMLI @6u&H&He0TlDd, which distinguishes
serellemerr from Limelemer using exactly

this kind of example.

154

6TEUEUED & UM& S WD 6T60T S
&5 600T L)1 5.

'TBIT60T H)L_6016V 6219 G 60T 60T'

C) 5607 el 6t 60T

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

The same serellement / LI medlemeot
distinction applies here: in 'BTedT HL 66
6219Georeor' (I ran on the ground), the subject
[BT60T performs the running itself, with no
causing of another's action, so the sentence
is eTallemenT, not a SHLLEMET GUTHEUILD
(command), a lMETAWEF aUTHEWILD
(built on an incomplete participle), or a
causative Q&FUlaillemeor. This is covered in
Class 9 Tamil, Unit 1, the lesson Q&ML
@ 6v&H&e00TD, which teaches this same

seorellement classification.

TA-
155

eTeu@ld QFTLI  6leleUenHS
QML 6T60T & & 600T LM\ [5.S1
gflureraimenms Qsfle] QFUIs.
'GLOIeT  DemLPUIley  [H60IEOTWITLOGY

@ 6vemey'

C) QUIITEH6T LOMMITLO6Y

aH DS QS TL

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

In Tamil, a double negative (QTL 6L
GHIN6mM) can cancel out to give an
affirmative meaning rather than reinforcing
the negation. '@ LDTJ 60T enpuilev
HEMEOTWITINEY  @6U6me’  combines  two
negative elements (-QLl060 and @)6VeM6L),

which together actually assert that Kumaran

DID get wet (equivalent in meaning to
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'THeM6OTH&M6oT'). Because the surface form is
grammatically negative but the intended
meaning remains affirmative, this is
classified as QU6 LT MITLO6Y
THFTLOEMS QML (a negative
construction whose meaning stays
unchanged/affirmative), rather than a plain
QFUHS @ ML, a  straightforward
qHTMME QSMLY, or a &L LTS

QBILI.

TA-
156

QIPBIRGHVHGS W FT SeminLiL]

B) G0 mIGer]

Ljenf1Lo T M1 &5 Wl

General

Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

Tamil verse metre is built from named &
(metrical feet) such as Gglom, Lerflom,
s&maellerid, and &mellemld, each of which
combines with a &ITUl/OM ending to form
longer foot-patterns such as G&LDMMHIGTUI or
yefllommigsmul. The exam key identifies
Gummisefl  yefllommismul  as  the
customary (QUPHIRG SoewsGHlw) &§F
IlemInliL| (foot arrangement) tested here,
distinguishing it from the other listed
combinations, each of which pairs a different

set of EFSelT.

TA-
157

QEFMeLENET aUeMEmWIE &56t0TL M5,

'Gl6U6ToT6DILN'

C)

LI 600T L|LIQ UiWwIy

LI 600T 600T L1

General

Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

A UeoorUQUW (quality-noun) is a noun
formed from a wUeooTL| (quality/attribute)
word, typically by adding the nominal suffix -

MID; GeleoTenln is  built from GeueT
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(whiteness) plus -eéo)LD, making it a genuine
UesorIQUWF, unlike QsMPAOHQUWT (a
noun naming an action), @e0OTLITLD
Gaimmiemln (the object-case marker &), or
Q&G UWT (metonymy). This is covered in
Class 6 Tamil, Term 3, Unit 2, the lesson
QUWIEQ&MT6L, which defines
UeoorUQ@UWIT as a noun that names a

QUIT(Ber16dr LieuoTL] (an object's quality).

TA-
158

Qg N(BSSLD 6T60TLIS!

B) &H©hslg prersmul | General Tamil
@ QUITmETT GL6) & llakkanam (Grammar)
Q&F w6t WL @D

el (el Sl

In Tamil prosody, a line (&{1q) is classified by
how many FJ&6T (metrical feet) it has: two
FiseT make a @merl, three make a
ABHl, and four make an SleTally. A
alBS oD built from four FHSLY lines (each
with three G[j&6iT), composed to convey a
single idea in just one stanza, is the type
described here, distinguishing it from verse
forms built on GMETLY or 6TeUlq lines, or
those spanning several stanzas on one idea.
This is covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 8, the
lesson wWmlev&seoortd, which defines
FBH as a line of three FF&HeT and

describes how such lines combine to form a

N BSSLD.

TA-
159

L9 63T 61 (15 611 60T 61 (D) ) 6T

aflena g

SIS

TSI L

B) G&MGWL&&HLD, Hevlh, | General Tamil

LIGUeTLD, LeqLITsLD, Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

Arranging these nine gemstone names strictly

by Tamil alphabetical order gives the
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BwLneotl&Hemer Q&ifley Q&ulss.

sequence G&HMGGSHID, Heuh, LieueTD,
LequUIm&LD, DI&SLD, LDMefl&h&LD,
W5GI, emalTld, emal@BHlwiid, the only listed
order in which every word correctly precedes

the next in alphabetical sequence.

TA-
160

NeMETQWIEFFLD - 85600TL )] &.

A alemeTQWEFID (verbal participle) is a
non-finite verb form that cannot complete a
sentence by itself and must be followed by
another verb, as in '@lQ GUHSGTET (came
running). Among the options, ¢lq alone is
exactly such an incomplete form awaiting a
following verb, making it the
aflemarQuIEFLD, while elqermeT and M ILD
are complete finite verbs (aflemeorLpmMmMI) and
QW is a QUWGEIFFLD (a participle that
must qualify a following noun). This is
covered in Class 8 Tamil, Unit 3, the lesson
6T&&1D, which defines ellemeTQWESFLD as a
form that finishes with another verb rather

than completing the sentence by itself.

TA-
161

allemermenms GCHe Q&FUIs.

IQJI-I-V

DF&SLD, LoMeorl&HasIn,

w58, eI,

emel Grlwld

D) 219 General Tamil
llakkanam (Grammar)

C) 6UH S ITeor General Tamil
llakkanam (Grammar)

A ellemerpmm (finite verb) is a complete
verb form that finishes a sentence's meaning
by itself, carrying tense and
person/gender/number endings, unlike an
6T&&FID (participle), which needs a following
word to complete its sense. From the root 6UIT

(come'), adding the past-tense marker and

Follow TNPSC Mentors: YouTube @TNPSCMentorsdyou Instagram @mentorstnpsc

Telegram TNPSC Mentors Facebook TNPSC Mentors www.tnpscmentors.in



https://tnpscmentors.in
https://tnpscmentors.in
https://www.youtube.com/@TNPSCMentors4you
https://www.instagram.com/mentorstnpsc/
https://t.me/+fnGJ6TbCiI8wNTY1
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61591260240425
https://tnpscmentors.in

J TNPSC Mentors - TNPSC exam preparation in Tamil & English

WWW.tnpscmentors.in

the third-person masculine singular ending -
SL60T  gives GQUBGHITET, a complete, self-
sufficient ellemeoT(NMMI, whereas QUbB&E is
an incomplete eeMETQWEFSFID and QB is
a QUWGQIFSFID awaiting a noun. This is
covered in Class 8 Tamil, Unit 2, the lesson
aflemeT LMY, which teaches this

completeness test for identifying a finite verb.

TA- 660l CaumLMTHHS Frflwmenr | C) LoemLp, Geuml General Tamil Though "WOM&" is spelled and sounds
l62 QUIT[H6M6TS CHIH Sollarivu (Vocabulary) | identical in both instances, it carries two
oIS, I distinct classical meanings here: rain (LD60LD)
in one sense and "different/other" (G6um) in
the other, illustrating how identical-sounding
Tamil words can hold entirely separate
meanings depending on context.
TA- 6260 Coumum(H B! giflumenr | C) (a)-3 (b)-2 (c)-4 (d)-1 General Tamil These near-homophones carry distinct
163 eN6mL 65yl 5 Q 50&'] &y QFUIG Sollarivu (Vocabulary) classical meanings: "SeMe0T" means an
anthill DmI), "SHemeoT" means  to
(@) S|EMETT (LUmom)
remove/eliminate (B&@&), "HemeT" means an
(b) 8560)60T .
animal (696VMBI@), and "@) 66T means "this
(c) SHem 60T . . .
much/this measure" (@e6060rHEHLD), giving
(d) A\[29l2y) the correct match (a)-3, (b)-2, (c)-4, (d)-1.
1. @\ eMETSH S LD
2. 1G]
3. Lol
4. eflevil@
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164

Q&EMTRH&SLILL (B eTerT SLBIR VG
QFTOLNGEEG @ emeoorwimer SLOLpF
QEFTEVEmY T(LDSIS.

Delegate (QL69Ga&L)

B) GUTeT

General Tamil

Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

"Delegate," referring to a representative who
speaks on behalf of a group at a conference
or assembly, is rendered in Tamil as
"GUImeny" ("one who speaks/represents’),
distinguishing it from "eUlQeuemDLIL]" (the
equivalent for "Design") and "LOJL&SH5&H6Y"

(the equivalent for "Heredity").

TA-
165

Q&ETHSHSLILL B eTer
GWITEQ&Fmevedl 6ot

619 637 60T UL IT 6V 67) 650T WL LD
QU™ [T 886007 (h) TSIG.

vg.lw)mv

C) emmb el

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

A allemeTlmevemeorld QU is a finite
verb form that has come to function as a
noun referring to the doer of an action,
without needing to attach a case-suffix or
another noun. From the root 3jemm ('to
strike/announce'), adding the past-tense and
third-person
SlmbSeUT

struck/announced’),

plural

('the

ending gives

one(s) who
a noun naming the
agent, unlike 9MMHL (a QASTHHOHALWIF
itself), MBS (a

QUWOI&F&FID awaiting a following noun), or

naming the action

MWD (a future/relative verb form). This
is covered in Class 10 Tamil, Unit 1, the
which defines

lesson Q&FMev,

aflemerwimevemenTujld. QUWF as a

aflemerpmmi that has taken on the nature

of a noun.

TA-
166

QeUDDIET TS FHEUMTET  @)6n60or
TRTFQFTH eTeaTUMSS G &ifley

B) 9|HTSE x GUTSHT S

General Tamil

Sollarivu (Vocabulary)

both mean

("will

"9I&VMG" and "CUTEHTSHI"

essentially the same thing not
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QEFUS.

leave/depart"), so pairing them as opposites
is a mismatch, unlike "@J6| x LI&6V" (night
vs day), "Se00TemD x Geubemln" (cold vs
heat), and "ef@LIL * QeumiliL" (liking vs
disliking), which are all genuine antonym

pairs.

TA-
167

Fflwms
Q& TeLEM6Y

I EHACVTH)

N s0s5wWws UL L
THSHOHWDSIS.

D) 3jb + e + @B

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

Splitting a fused classical Tamil compound
into its component words means reversing
the sound-changes of L|e0oTJ&H); the exam
key analyses 3|GHFCTH as built from

three original elements, Sjlb + Hlev + @),
which fuse together under standard sandhi
to give the single surface form, rather than
being split into only two components as the
other options suggest. This is covered in

Class 11 Tamil, Unit 2, the lesson L|ewTj&&

@ &6T, which teaches how to reverse
sandhi changes to recover a compound

word's original components.

TA-
168

LN edTeu (B LD
1808 waiLh
TH5OHWEI5.

Q& mevedleor

Frflwimeor

(LnEmMmeEmLL

26 6uoT QUL LILA LT

D) oaeool + GQUITH

el pm

+

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

Applying the same reasoning, the exam key
analyses the compound word as fusing three
QuUTs +
oelpm, under the rules of LeooTj&&,

original elements, oemeooT +

rather than being split into only two

components, or with an incorrect middle or
final element, as the other options suggest.

This is covered in Class 11 Tamil, Unit 2, the
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lesson L|eoorf&& aN&\&eiT, which teaches
how to reverse sandhi changes to recover a

compound word's original components.

TA- SIS MBS QUTHSSIS : | A) (a)-2 (b)-4 (c)-1 (d)-3 General Tamil - | Tamil words are classified by whether their
169 (@) @w é [lakkanam (Grammar) first and last letters are 2 U9 (vowels) or
(b) LS sl GILOW (consonants): @UWeV begins w'ith the
vowel @ and ends in the consonant 6V, so it

(©) b6l : L N
. is 2 WFwse Quwum; UH S begins with
@ elgid the consonant LI and ends in a vowel-
1. o ufly P& 2 uiifm carrying &, so it is QUUMDWS6 2 ulfm;
2. 2 wily W6V Quowufmy 2160 begins and ends with vowels (21, @),
3. QL UILDING 6V QuuwuTm making it 2 WIFWwsev 2 ulfm; and euyid
4. QuUbwsev 2 uwilfoy begins and ends with consonants (6), LD),
making it QUWMWSe Quwiuim. This is
covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 6, the lesson
LeooTJ &G, which contains the near-identical
matching exercise 'eT(WP&HIME MHS
QUMBSSI&' classifying words such as
@uwey, LUHG, and eIFld by exactly these

four categories.

TA- SLDF QFmLMITIEFR U | B) Gseu@mW Ll | General Tamil - Mozhi | Ggeau@BWILI LITeUTery, honoured with the
170 o FFID QSTL LA LI T 62 IT 6007 [ Varalaru (Language | title Qumlemuim (sun of language'), is
History) regarded as having reached the pinnacle of

Tamil etymological research
(QEmevempmlIgd), distinguishing  his
contribution from &STDLIGI6U6L
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(BTG EI6L, author of the comparative
grammar of Dravidian languages), 10.QUIT.&
(@ Tamil scholar-politician), and 2 .Geu.&m

(the reviver-editor of Sangam texts). This is

covered in Class 12 Tamil, Unit 8, the lesson
eTeveum 2 Wl QSHMEL, which names

GHaICHWLI LIMeumesory as QOMSesmuilmr.

TA- 2 .Gel.&. 36U S6T Hergl | D) QL60T[HS 6l &L 60T General Tamil - Mozhi | Per the exam key, 2 .Gel. FMABTemNSWIF
171 QUTLD & 60 & QUTTHEOMS Varalaru (Language | serialised his own life-story, eTedr Ffl&H LD,
History) in the Tamil weekly SLeTHS &L 6T,

QBTLIMTS T(WHW @D eTSHI?
distinguishing this journal from &i&6m& and

the other unrelated named periodicals listed.

TA- HL0G PETa) [y s Qenguier | D) LUFIS T D &eme6vEhT General Tamil - Mozhi | Ufl@WOMH SHeneveJ (originally named
172 afuns g6 ' W geg Varalaru (Language | gflw Brymwessr &mev&fl), a pioneering
Q&AM 6T&T ) History) Tamil scholar and teacher at Madras

Christian College, was the first to argue and
QUELULGSSWeT. popularise, through his own Tamil essay,
that Tamil deserved to be recognised as a
2 WigefldF Qomewmd (a supreme,
independent classical language') - a claim the
Indian government formally recognised only
in 2004; this distinguishes him from 6.&LI.
Teool & &6y, GHeUGHUILI  LIMTeUT6wr,
and DM, @UM&FLOMEO&S&TTT. This is
covered in Class 12 Tamil, Unit 3, the lesson

BLOeMD TG, which states that

ufl@Inmm  SHemeved is the one who
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Sllemp 2 WisellF Qb ererm

55607 GUFF eTeLN6VLD (NS ET (NS 6016V

QWIS ST

TA-
173

QULNE G T EHT ML
SO SHellEh T

Lievoflwimmmlwl

B) 0.CLGSHT

General Tamil -
Aasiriyar Nool (Author

and Work)

. GGSHT, a poet associated with the

GUITEOTLDLITLY. (modernist free-verse)
movement and known for works such as
SHeooTeoot LI LL&&6T and 2emjeueuld, is also
remembered for having worked as a
QUPHGMT BT (lawyer/advocate) before his
literary career, distinguishing him from the

oL,
5.QF.&epUSS, and &I, each of whom

other named Tamil poets

followed a different profession.

TA-
174

QUTHSSIS

()
(b)
(©
(d)

UL S&HCHITL L

SMTHS W& &ellepy

2 VMGG FHellepF
D& & 6IT &HeNl@h
oW [@ 1y gu
FISHT
SN

@pmeof]

HITLO & &6V

A) (a)-2 (b)-1 (c)-4 (d)-3

General Tamil -
Aasiriyar Nool (Author

and Work)

BIN&ESHD SHalEd (Q6l. @Umnedmkisin
LYeiTemar), a poet closely associated with M.K.
Gandhi's independence movement and its
ideals, is honoured with the title &THH WIS
&ell@; &I&M is separately known as
2 wen&d:s:  Hellepl, UL (B &CSHTLemL
SHOWITEO&HHSILD as D&HSH6ET Heleh, and
@meofl as &elle@rmI, giving the matched
set (a)-2, (b)-1, (c)-4, (d)-3. This is covered in
Class 6 Tamil, Term 3, Unit 1, the lesson
SAPBILIG6 &MHSH, which

BINGEHL  &HallEeh in

introduces
connection with

Gandhi's presence in Tamil Nadu.
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TA- "Nflyhengwimil” 6TEDILD BTL& | A) UmGevp S m | General Tamil - | Per the exam key, the drama/nadagam text

175 BISSETE sTRSEOL UsTasW | UTTE ST Aasiriyar Nool (Author | Uflphengwmifl was recognised with a
and Work) Sahitya Akademi Award, credited to

oflos QuDDAT UTGeHHIT UMFHSTFeT, distinguishing
this awardee from other well-known Tamil
poets &HeNl@T QUTEOIIHTEFT, HNWFEFF
ST &HMTF6T, and SHell@r (LI U T &6,
none of whom received this particular award

for this work.

TA- "D euoT6), 2 6L, Qg lILenL g | B) & m] @b 2] 60T 60T IT General Tamil - | SIflepF oyevoremorm (C.N. Annadurai) held
176 CHMma - SBBEH CHmeuemWL! Aasiriyar Nool (Author | that once a person's basic needs of food and
and Work) clothing are met, the very next priority in life

LSS QFWSTETSID WS GL LD
USSHHEFTMVNEHGHS STl

should go to books and libraries
(USS&HFFTemev); this famous statement is
Ge6uenor (HILD" 6T60T M T Ml UI6U [T attributed to him rather than to Abraham
Lincoln, Vivekananda, or Goethe, each
remembered for other, different sayings. This
is covered in Class 9 Tamil, Unit 5, the lesson
AfLIgMCEMT LSSHHFTem6v, which quotes
NJEBT SI60TEOONT saying exactly this:
'QUITLP & 605 Ul 6L QLIS
CHrmUEEHES 2ADSS QLD USSs
FIMVEGS STLILL Galevor(hLD!'

TA- "D 15 & 60T GmeTmevld  SUApEF | C) GsaIGBWLl | General Tamil - Mozhi | Per the exam key, GZ6UGHUILI LITET600T T

177 LDFULD” 6TEOT &I SeneuLILN6v | Limeu mesor i Varalaru (Language | delivered a notable lecture titled 'LO[T[HG 60T
2 UEHSHIOLD LDMTBTL 19 60 History) Gamearmauld SWIhF LD at a World
Tamil Conference (V&SSO WTHT®H),
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QETMHEL rryj] QUmMHMIWeUF distinguishing this speech from those of
Umeueu@r o QUBGER SHTETT,
UfSmm Heneved, and GFMO&GHST
UTFSIWmy.
TA- "CFMPBITL 6mL auerliL(eug | D) IJ'IT.I_ﬂ. (};a:gju@g‘rgmm General Tamil - | gm.l. GoailieTemer, celebrated for his
178 srelflwmm. 91555 60T Aasiriyar Nool (Author | flowing, image-rich Tamil prose, is credited
QLG DWITGOLGWL GEFTmIEnET LF)I'I'@ and Work) with the quoted passage praising the BSITG)E]IJ‘]
river's role in enriching the G&FMLBIT(,
GrmmenLSs  aerm  &eilEheor )
describing the land as 'GFMOIeMLEGI' (rich
Ligshe ”Uyﬂ ufleorg" TR 26my in grain/prosperity) because of the river's
ARSI, abundance; this distinguishes him from
other prominent Tamil writers and orators
Fm.eN.%., GCUIME jevoreoorm, and
&SITWOJTEY, each remembered for different
writings or speeches.
TA- Fahm 1 FHIs QeERWSHT | A) samm 1, 2 & U‘] , 3 | General Tamil - | Statement 1 (that Sangam literature totals
179 QTES S| &6 26,350. | Beuml Ilakkiyam (Literature) 26,350 lines) and statement 2 (that Sangam
works rank among the foremost of world
OO 2 : 2608 @6\)55@ w I'BJBS@GiT literatures for their antiquity and social
WNSHETEMLD QLIMIGIF TEITEOT6M6Y & hilS record) are both taken as accurate claims
@)6v S WIBISET. about Sangam poetry, whereas statement 3
SBLLDQJ 3 o U‘]G).IIT&S (that comparably elaborate ancient
literatures exist in every world language) does
&QIjG)JIT&'SGSIJUI'_I_ @wéS@U_II'B.I&SGiT not hold as a valid generalisation, so only
2 V& 6T GCeuglQIoIT 5[_5] EBGIﬂgLI LD statements 1 and 2 are correct.
2 _6iTeTeoT.
TA- CuenLLICUE& 6T & & 60) 60T B) @) 6U 60 & General Tamil - Arivu | Stage-speech (medaippechu) is classed here
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180

BEOL&HEO6T GG T600TL6DID6USH TS

FaMLILIH & 6T mSI?

(Tamil GK)

as consisting of two broad types,
distinguishing this count from the alternative

options of three, four, or seven types offered.

181

SOPFFRMIsGa 5 Ulev
AF: 10

HMEV(LNEMNUIF FMTHSSHI?

'LD6v0f 18

&HITeVLD' 6TH&H

A) LSV V(MDD

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

In the history of the Tamil short story, the
D60l l&HQ&TY @&Lp (from 1933) marks the
first generation of modern short-fiction
writers, including UalemlNGHe6r, &.U.
TTCsEMUMeVeT, and . LNFFenFHS), who
broke from earlier moralistic, plot-driven
storytelling toward psychologically realistic
modern fiction; hence the 'LDEWISHQSHTIY
&MeUID' is classified as (PHV FHEMEL(LPEMM
(the first generation), earlier than the later
generations that followed it. This is covered
in Class 11 Advanced Tamil, Unit 1, the
lesson S&allemsuiulev, which discusses the
Neoofl&Q &MY &MeVld and its pioneering

writers of modern Tamil short fiction.

182

SIGTLLSHT  SHemeuor WML 6VTS

L UUGID QLU LD 6TSI?

A) nuillevmLLLb

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

Among Tamil folk performing arts,

&I&MLLID (balancing a decorated pot,

&J&IWD, on the head while dancing) is

regularly accompanied by wWullewmlLID (a

peacock-feather dance) as a companion

dance during temple-festival performances,

both grouped among the traditional

&melgny (instrument-accompanied) folk

arts, distinct from SmeflwmlLLib,
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@uieuml LD, and G euymlLLd. This is

covered in Class 12 Advanced Tamil, Unit 3,

the lesson Sym&Galwe), which lists
SF&HMLLID and WML LD together
among Tamil Nadu's traditional folk

performing arts.

TA-
183

G LD &5 85 600T L6 M Ml 6T & (.61.5.

(PSS BTV

C)

OSDINENM  S600T L

QIMTFSLD

General Tamil -
Aasiriyar Nool (Author

and Work)

G .6, HOWTeooT&BHTeTTH (B (H.601.5.),
a versatile Tamil scholar, social reformer, and
trade-union pioneer, wrote a number of
books including en&FaUISHME), HITUIETLOMT
ageumml, and SOLDFCFTem6V; the exam
key identifies LDEDI(LPEMIM &H600TL. QUTEFSHLD as
a work not among his writings, making it the
answer to this

correct exclusion-type

question.

184

'NeTHGSH 60 LIL HHS 6l 6Tetr sl
Brenev @uihmlweur

B) LAl ufevesr 6 ITL_& 6T

General Tamil -
Aasiriyar Nool (Author

and Work)

Per the exam key, the work afleT&@&&60 Li6v
&hs eefl was Wullevedr
GUITL_&edT, distinguishing this writer from the
English

authored by

Romantic  poets Keats and
Wordsworth and from the other named figure
ewamiflaimev @H@H, none of whom is

credited with this particular title.

185

2 eusermall SLPLP&ET - GmLILLD
QUBMLOU]LD

ST &6T LmHMIL LPG6L LiFeorLd

L6V QLIWT 5 &

B)

L wed Gev ® @

G5 mevor]

General Tamil -

llakkiyam (Literature)

"Puyalile Oru Thoni" by Pu. Singaram is
regarded as the first significant novel centred
on the lives of overseas/diaspora Tamils,
drawing on the author's own experiences in

Indonesia during the Second World War,
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unlike "Mannum Makkalum" (a novel on a
different theme) or "Kadarpuraththil" and
"Theevukkarai," which are not credited with
this distinction. This is covered in Class 10
Tamil, Term O, Unit 1, the "Puyalile Oru
Thoni" lesson, which explicitly identifies this

novel as the first about diaspora Tamils.

186

'SLlLD I5ITL_& 85856006V Ul 60T
QuUITeTeTTL LUl eTeoTm)  AMIGHT
3| 600T 600T T LITJIT6V UTImLLLl

QUMHMTH?

C) sail LAl

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

Per the exam key, SIMl@0 3|600T600TT
honoured a Tamil dramatist with the title
'SP BIL&ES SHeneuuier CHmaTmL el
('the towering figure of Tamil dramatic art'),
identifying  this  figure as  &eild,
distinguishing him from FH®.a.
& 60| WI T 600T &+ [H &[T 60T TIT, HEMEVEDHT
SHEOOTMTHIS), and (D. UTSTTEFETTH, each
remembered for different contributions to

Tamil literature and public life.

TA-
187

LD LIQ UM R 6T &) 606007 WY 60T

QUWEENTS STHRIGW BH BTV 6TSHI?

B) 03 QT & 5T e &

General Tamil -

Ilakkiyam (Literature)

"&TEF&" is the name of a classical Tamil
poetic genre associated with teaching the
impermanence of worldly things, and
MudhumQ@«mifl&&mEh e (a
Pathinenkeezhkanakku didactic work of a
hundred venbas by Koodalur Kizhar) carries
this genre-name in its own title, unlike
Naaladiyaar (named for its four-line verse
form), Elathi (named for a six-ingredient
medicine), or Pazhamozhi (named for its

content of proverbs), none of which are
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named after a thinai/genre. This is covered
in Class 12 Advance Tamil, Term O, Unit 1,
the Kavithaiyiyal lesson, which introduces
Mudhum@-miflé&mEh S among the
Pathinenkeezhkanakku works.

TA-
188

QeUEITEMID - @6EVESHEDTE GOl

SHS6.

D) LI600T L& Q S Tem &

General

Tamil -

llakkanam (Grammar)

A LI6ooTLHQ & Mems is a compound in which
a quality-word (LIeooTL]) is joined directly to
the noun it qualifies, with the linking case-
markers QLe0T/ B W elided; GlaU6TOTERIND
(whiteness, itself a LI6ooTL|L1GQLILITT) combines
with an implied noun in exactly this elided
way, making its @e6u&H&Heors  (GmILIL
L600TL S0 & Tem &, unlike QLSQUWIT
(metonymy), elleneTHQ&HTeMS (a verb-plus-
noun compound), or QSMPMAUWT (an
action-noun). This is covered in Class 8
Tamil, Unit 5, the lesson Q&TaN&BleM6V,
QBMTETBleMeVES QSMLT&S6T, which defines
L60oTL &G &HMTem& as a compound where the
LI6OoTL|(BLIS56T  p6e0T/ &l are dropped

between a quality word and its noun.

TA-
189

FifleBH\sWn ereTm Hredler ow& flwy

C) [V ITSHEOTITIT

General

and Work)

Tamil -

Aasiriyar Nool (Author

Among the L5 @ 60T 60T G LD &5 85 600T & (&
(Eighteen Minor Didactic Works), three texts
are named after medicinal-herb
combinations; Hfl&M&LD, made of 100
@euevoTLIT verses in which each verse packs

three moral maxims (like the three-ingredient
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medicine &&@, W@, HUILNe9 curing
bodily ailments), was composed by
BEVELITHEOTITI, distinguishing it from &LOUIF
(SLDLITITLOITUI600T LD), @) 6TMHIGS T 86T
@AelILE&TrD), and SHeoolIGWGTeNlWITE
(author of the similarly-structured geVT&)).
This is covered in Class 12 Advanced Tamil,
Unit 1, the lesson &Selemnguiuwey, which

states '100 QEUEOTLITSHEM6ETEH Q&IT600TL

@bEreder <Ay Beoeumgermy'  for

S DIEICEI NN
TA- FmIBISCUTLD B&lev QUT(PLD | B) G 8607 General Tamil - | In Kamba Ramayanam's Guha Padalam
190 565606 60T WP Ilakkiyam (Literature) (Ayodhya Kandam), Guhan, the chief of the

hunter/boatmen community who ferries
Rama across the Ganga, rules over the
riverside settlement of Sringaverapuram,
distinguishing him from Nandivarman,
Adhbudhiyadigal, and Sibi (the king famed
for self-sacrifice), each a different figure. This
is covered in Class 12 Tamil, Term O, Unit 3
("Virundhinar Ilam"), the Kambaramayanam
- Guha Padalam section, which narrates

Guhan's story and his bond with Rama.

TA- 'QIEHEOT TN  QFM  WTenFs | B) @) FTLD 6T General Tamil - | In this Kamba Ramayanam passage, the

191 llakkiyam (Literature) word "9|&60T" is used as an epithet referring

GMLILUSTGLD?
to Rama himself, distinguishing him from
Vibhishana (Ravana's brother), Sugriva (the

monkey chief), and Guhan (the hunter chief),
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each a distinct character in the same

episode.

192

WISl 60T 6U6M&856T WIT60I6U?

A) 4

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

Ancient Tamil music recognised four types of
WImLp (a stringed, harp-like instrument), each
distinguished by
(21

its number of strings:

Gulwmp strings), W&IFWMH (17

strings), FG&MLWIMLD (16 strings), and
QFBIGSHITLIQUIMLD (7 strings) - four types in
total. This is covered in Class 12 Tamil, Unit
6, the lesson A MIens eTmelll Gnlp, which
lists exactly these four WMTLD types along with

their respective string-counts.

TA-
193

"SLQ 08 S 6T Smlislw

eTeoTLILI(h6uUSl

L'Dn _

A) AelILS ST

General Tamil -

llakkiyam (Literature)

Silapadhikaram is honoured as "Kudimakkal
Kaappiyam" (the Epic of the Common People)
because, unlike epics centred on kings, it
builds its story around the lives of ordinary
citizens like Kovalan and Kannagi, unlike
(which Buddhist

Manimekalai expounds

doctrine), Seevaka Sindhamani (a Jain-
affiliated epic), or Valayapathi (another of the
Aimperumkaappiyam). This
10 Tamil, Term O, Unit 6,

which

is covered in
Class the

Silapadhikaram lesson, explicitly
states that Silapadhikaram is celebrated as

the "Kudimakkal Kaappiyam."

TA-
194

'CUTHBYLHE 05055

QBHRASHTL

2,0ruflev

C) SHGUILCUDHMD
9| 60011

General Tamil -

llakkanam (Grammar)

SHGSMILCUMMLD is a poetic device where
the poet attributes a deliberate, human-like

intention to an inanimate object's natural
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'QUMTT6V' 6TedTLIGOTGLIMEL LM & G518 6008 movement. In the quoted verse, a tall banner
STLL fluttering in the wind is imaginatively
described as if it were waving a hand to say
) @DUITI_G\S]GU uuj]GGTQJ UL 2|60t 'don't come', attributing conscious intent to
what is really just wind-driven movement -
the hallmark of SMHGMILICLIHM jeofl, as
opposed to Feaus eoll, aEHFLILSLDFD
960011, or 2_euemLn jevofl. This is covered in
Class 9 Tamil, Unit 7, the Ilesson
WG meTermUND, which labels a similar

verse's device explicitly as &H@&GMILICLMHM

3j600f].
TA- 2 LMILILIeVET 6TWH W Gouml H6y B) (03 QLT DT em6v General Tamil - | 2. wmiliLjeveury, celebrated as the author of
195 Aasiriyar Nool (Author | Epmlilgmeoorid (the major Islamic Tamil
and Work) literary epic on the life of the Prophet), is also
credited with another work,

WaIAWTPIomeney, per the exam key,
distinguishing this from SHemevoTlOMen6L and
&STHSMLILC (not his works) and @evflwl
BTHLS (a separate, unrelated
LS QeTeoorHLnE&5600T6&  text). This s
covered in Class 11 Tamil, Unit 5, the lesson
Fomliyymeoorid, which establishes

2 _lomILiLjeveul] as the author of this major

work.
TA- QUBLOTET FHQTPHlenulll | D) GwCEF&TT WUy General Tamil - | "Perumal Thirumozhi," part of the Naalayira
196 Ilakkiyam (Literature) Divya Prabandham, was composed by
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LM UI6GUT WITF?

Kulasekara Azhwar, distinguishing him from
Nammazhwar (author of Thiruvaimozhi and
other

works), Periyazhwar

and Andal

(author of
Thiruppallaandu), (author of
Thiruppavai and Naachiyar Thirumozhi). This
is covered in Class 12 Advance Tamil, Term
0, Unit 1, the Kavithaiyiyal lesson, which
lists Kulasekara Azhwar as the author of
Thirumozhi twelve

Perumal among the

Azhwars' works.

197

QrLGm QumPsesr  oevofluller
Geum QW

B) & Gevem L 3| 6001

General Tamil

llakkanam (Grammar)

AUl Quwmgblgey is the poetic device
where a single word or line is composed so as
to carry two distinct meanings at once, as in
the classical verse that describes G&IBISITI
(coconut) and BMTU (dog) simultaneously
through the same wording. This device is also
known by another name, F1Geuev)L, since
both terms describe the same double-
meaning technique, distinguishing it from
2 (h6USH | 6v0T
BHGUILCUDHD 26wl
(personified intent). This is covered in Class 8

Tamil, Unit 9, the 360011

explicitly,

2 qlemln  Sj6oofl  (simile),

(metaphor), or

lesson

@6u&&HeoTD,  which  states
'@ 6T FICeUEML T6OTMID Fnmial]' (this
is also called H1Gev6mL ), immediately after

defining @TLGm QMHHe6.
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LD G 60T T 60T LD 600 LI & ) 6L aIBLD

G em6TE &60 6T HI?

A) AasTdwier Filgn

General Tamil -

llakkiyam (Literature)

In Sundaram Pillai's play "Manonmaniyam,"
the subplot woven alongside the main story is
titled "Sivakamiyin Saridham," distinguishing
it from Kalki's novel

later, wunrelated

"Sivakamiyin Selvan" and other invented
titles that correspond to no actual subplot in
the play. This is covered in Class 11 Tamil,
Term O, Unit 8, the Manonmaniyam lesson,
which  explicitly

Saridham" as the subplot (kilaikathai) within

identifies  "Sivakamiyin

the play.

199

QresAw el eTetTm BTemeVS &6l
FHS T
BTLHSHMNS

LO G 60T T 60T LD 600 LLILD

TLEW et

A) 1891

General Tamil - Mozhi
Varalaru (Language

History)

CumAlwy &bBsrh LleTtemer based his
Tamil drama DGETMETOEOIWLILD on the
English work 'The Secret Way' (referred to
here as @U&HW audl), completing it in the
year 1891, and it is recognised as Tamil's
first verse-form drama. This is covered in
Class 11 Tamil, Unit 8, the lesson
L0GeoTmeoTLn6oof WD, which states that the
drama was '@QU&H W el (The Secret Way)
T BIemesd  Spe @ev
Curmeflwy &HSTETTY s Sldle
written (adapted from The Secret Way and
1891

1891

written in Tamil in by Professor

Sundaram Pillai).

200

'®_ UGN BlemeVWMMSI' 6T60TLI LIMLY Ul

S5

B) GupheLF A S50

General Tamil -

llakkiyam (Literature)

The line "Kudhambaai! Ulagam

nilaiyatradhu" (O Kudhambai! The world is

impermanent), teaching that only the
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ceaseless, boundless movement of the
universe is truly permanent, and that seekers
of true wisdom need no worldly credential, is
a composition of Kudhambai Siddhar,
distinct from Idaikkattu Siddhar (known for
verses on divine light hidden in all things),
Pattinathar (known for renunciation-themed
verses), and Sivavaakkiyar (known for verses
rejecting caste). This is covered in Class 11
Advance Tamil, Term O, Unit 1, the
Kavithaiyiyal lesson, which quotes this exact

poem under Kudhambai Siddhar's name.
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